
Following the offi cial ap-
proval of Design Nine Inc., 
the Grant County Broadband 
Feasibility Study is ready to 
begin identifying internet is-
sues in the area. 

The company is based out 
of Blacksburg, Va., and was 
originally recommended by 
the Grant County Develop-
ment Authority (GCDA). 
Following this recommen-
dation, the 
c o m p a n y 
was then re-
viewed and 
approved by 
the Grant 
County Com-
mission.

T h r o u g h -
out the feasi-
bility study, 
they will be 
r e v i e w i n g 
existing in-
frastructure, 
a n a l y z i n g 
current usage 
and needs, 
and providing 
a high-level 
preliminary 
design of 
b r o a d b a n d 
network op-
tions and 
solutions to develop a broad-
band plan for Grant County.

The study is funded by 
a $75,000 grant the devel-
opment authority received 
earlier this year and is aimed 
at addressing a plethora 
of connectivity concerns 
throughout the county. 

The issue has received 
increased attention recently 

as local, state and federal 
politicians have addressed 
a growing number of com-
plaints concerning the de-
velopment and issues faced 
in rural areas lacking reli-
able internet. 

The lack of high speed in-
ternet has been identifi ed by 
both the county commission 
and the GCDA as a barrier 
that can potentially hinder 

companies to 
locate in the 
region. 

To provide 
information 
to the public 
on the topic, 
the GCDA 
and Design 
Nine will be 
holding a se-
ries of public 
meeting next 
month to pro-
vide informa-
tion about the 
process and 
seek input 
toward devel-
opment of a 
comprehen-
sive broad-
band strategy. 

“All res-
idents and 

businesses are encouraged 
to participate in this im-
portant planning process to 
develop a comprehensive 
plan attempting to reach 
all areas of Grant County,” 
said GCDA director Tammy 
Kitzmiller.

Local emergency agencies responded on Oct. 16 to a motor vehicle accident on Lunice Creek High-
way at Ridge Road. The incident involved two vehicles and a tractor trailer. During the incident, the 
roadway was shut down and traffi c was diverted.              press photos
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All residents 
and businesses 
are encouraged 
to participate in 
this important 
planning 
process to 
develop a 
comprehensive 
plan attempting 
to reach all areas 
of Grant County.

Last week, a Keyser woman 
confessed to contributing to the 
drug epidemic in Grant County 
by distributing crystal metham-
phetamine throughout the area.  

According to the United 
States Attorney’s Offi ce, Saman-
tha Jo Guinn, 31, has admitted to 
a methamphetamine distribution 
charge following an investigation 
aided by the Grant County Sher-
iff’s Department. 

Guinn pleaded guilty to one 
count of possession with intent to 
distribute methamphetamine. 

In her plea, Guinn admitted 
to having more than 50 grams 
of “crystal” methamphetamine, 
also known as “ice,” in January 
in Grant County.

According to the Center for 
Disease Control, methamphet-
amine remains one of the leading 
cause of death by overdose dan-
gers in rural America, saying the 
drug is especially deadly when 
paired with other illegal sub-
stances. 

“In 2017, about 15 percent of 
all drug overdose deaths involved 

the methamphetamine category,” 
said a report from the CDC. “Ap-
proximately 50 percent of those 
deaths also involved an opioid, 
with half of those cases related 
to the synthetic opioid fentanyl.”

The agency goes on to explain 
that methamphetamine overdos-
es can be particularly dangerous 
due to damage to organs. 

“Methamphetamine overdose 
often leads to a stroke, heart at-

Broadband feasibility 
study underway, GCDA
seeking public input

By the numbers: Local schools 
receive state academic scorecard

Keyser woman admits to distributing 
methamphetamine in Grant County

Earlier this month, the Grant 
County Board of Education re-
ceived a report on the results of 
the county’s academic “score-
card” given by the state. 

This scorecard is based on stu-
dent test results, behavior reports 
and attendance records and eval-
uates whether the county meets 
or fails to meet state standards. 
To give this evaluation, the coun-
ty’s schools are given one of four 
qualifi ers: does not meet stan-
dards, partially meets standards, 
meets standards or exceeds stan-
dards. 

“I am proud of how we per-
formed as a county,” said super-
intendent Doug Lambert. “Are 
we where we want to be? No. But 
we are on our way and I can say 
with confi dence we have some 
of the best teachers and best stu-
dents and it shows. We are doing 
well, but we can always do bet-
ter. I am a big believer in always 
pushing to improve.”

Overall, the only area in 
which the county failed to meet 
state standards was in mathemat-
ics, which has been identifi ed 
as a continuing issue for many 
schools in West Virginia. To ad-
dress this problem, the county 
has recently updated math text 

books and has been selected to 
participate in a pilot teaching 
initiative that has seen success in 
Pocahontas County.

High marks for the county 
came from English Language 
Arts progress, meaning im-
provement over previous testing 
scores. Grant County also re-
ceived praise for its high gradu-
ation rate and student behavior 
reports. 

The county’s elementary 
schools overall partially met 
standards in English Language 
Arts (ELA), mathematics and 
attendance, with the ELA grade 
being near the next rank. They 
failed to meet standards in math 
and exceeded standards in behav-
ior. 

Individually, Maysville El-
ementary School ranked the 
highest in ELA at 67.1%, with 
Petersburg Elementary School 
at 63.7%. The overall state aver-
age was 56.9%, putting both PES 
and MES above state average. In 
math, MES ranked at 58.8% and 
PES ranked at 57%. The state 
math performance was 53.5%, 
putting both schools above state 
average. In attendance, all Grant 
County schools were above the 
state average of 80%, with MES 

at 89.4% and PES at 87.1%.
Union Educational Complex 

was presented with both ele-
mentary school and high school 
ELA averages at 59.1%, math at 
55.4% and attendance at 81.1%, 
putting them above state average 
in attendance, and math and less 
than a half percentage point from 
state ELA performance. 

MES achieved a 100% in dis-
cipline value, with PES right be-
hind them at 96.7%, both above 
the state average of 95.8%. Due 
to size, UEC was not given a dis-
cipline value.

In high school performance, 
Petersburg High School achieved 
a 53.7% in ELA and a 44.7% in 
math performance, both below 
state average. Their attendance 
was above state average, at 
86.8% 

One place the county ranked 
well above state average was 
graduation rates, with the overall 
county four-year graduate rate 
at 94.3% (compared to a 90.2% 
state average) and their fi ve-year 
graduation rate at 95.9% (with a 
state average of 90%). 

Due to lack of need, the coun-
ty did not receive a score on En-
glish as a second language scor-
ers. 

High marks in behavior, graduation and attendance but struggles in math

Just a drill: OEM 
to close road in 
Petersburg for test

Those traveling in the 
Petersburg area may see an 
unexpected road closure as 
local agencies participate in 
a drill on the Lunice Creek 
fl ood levee. 

On Oct. 23, between the 
hours of 8-11 a.m., the Grant 
County Offi ce of Emergency 
Services and 911 will con-
duct a drill at the fl ood levee 
on Route 220, just north of 
the Pizza Hut in Petersburg. 

Participants will begin set-
ting up signage at 7 a.m.

In an announcement re-
leased by the director of the 
Grant County OEM, Peggy 
Bobo-Alt, the drill will re-
quire the closing of one lane 
of traffi c from Welton Park 
to Shop-n-Save.

Traffi c control will be 
conducted by the West Vir-
ginia Division of Highways 
under the direction of super-
visor Terry Bennett.

“We appreciate your pa-
tience during this drill as we 
work to serve you better in 
times of emergency,” Alt ex-
plained in the release. “This 

drill is necessary to test the 
operability of the closure 
structure on the Lunice 
Creek fl ood levee so that we 
are better able to respond 
during an actual emergen-
cy.”

The drill will be overseen 
by engineer Mark Geary of 
Geary Associates, a local 
engineering, surveying and 
construction fi rm. 

Agencies scheduled to 
participate in the drill are 
Grant County Parks and 
Maintenance, West Virginia 
Department of Highways, 
the City of Petersburg, Grant 
County Sheriff’s Division, 
Petersburg Volunteer Fire 
Company and the Grant 
County OEM offi ce. 

The drill is a requirement 
of the operation and main-
tenance of the levee per the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers.

For more information 
on the closure, contact the 
Grant County Offi ce of 
Emergency Services and 911 
at 304-257-5451. 

See Study, page 7A
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Local Flavor

CHICKPEA 
BLONDIES

Cooking spray
1 can chickpeas 

(15-ounces)
8 tablespoons (1 stick) 

unsalted butter, 
melted and cooled

3/4 cup packed light or 
dark brown sugar

1 teaspoon vanilla 
extract

1/2 teaspoon baking 
soda

1/2 teaspoon fi ne salt
3/4 cup all-purpose 

fl our
1/2 cup chocolate chips

Arrange rack in mid-
dle of oven and preheat 
to 350°F. Spray an 8x8 
inch baking with cook-
ing spray.

Separate the chick-
peas from their liquid 
and reserve 3 table-
spoons of the liquid. Do 
not rinse the chickpeas.

Place chickpeas, re-
served liquid, butter, 
sugar, vanilla, baking 
soda and salt in a food 
processor with the blade 
attachment. 

Process until the 
chickpeas are broken 
down and the ingre-
dients are well com-
bined, 1-2 minutes. The 
mixture will be mostly 
smooth, but expect some 
graininess.

Transfer the mixture 
to a bowl, then stir in 
fl our. Fold in chocolate 
chips. Transfer batter to 
baking dish and spread 
into an even layer.

Bake until edges are 
lightly browned and a 
toothpick inserted in the 
center comes out with no 
crumbs, 20-23 minutes.

Cool in pan for 10 
minutes before cutting 
into 16 squares.

By Camille Howard
I was at the church 

kitchen last Wednesday 
night cooking up breakfast 
for supper for our kids’ 
program (which translates 
to pancakes and scrambled 
eggs), and Sally Pownell, 
who was helping me make 
pancakes, asked me if I 
could run some recipes for 
chickpeas in my column.

She is a volunteer with 
the Petersburg Interfaith 
Pantry and they recently 
distributed boxes of food 
from the Mountaineer 
Food Bank, and included 
were a mountain of canned 
chickpeas.

People were carting 
home a case of chickpeas 
and wondering what they 
were and how to fi x them.

She gave me some 
copies of recipes she had 
found online and we talk-
ed about them.

I had in the back of 
my mind we were talking 
about garbanzo beans, 
which are pretty tasty on a 
green salad or make great 
hummus, but then I looked 
at her recipes and they said 
“chickpeas.”

So I did a quick internet 
search on garbanzo beans 
(which is so much more 
fun to say than chickpeas), 
and found out they are one 

in the same.
“Chickpeas” refers 

to the English name for 
the food while “garban-
zo” is the Spanish name 
for them. So you decide 
whether you’re in a En-
glish mood or Spanish 
mood when you open up 

a can.
According to one inter-

net site, the beans come 
with a healthy amount of 
benefi ts such as being high 
in protein, containing lots 
of fi ber, and even helping 
to stop cancer cells from 
any further growth. 

A 2004 study published 
fi ndings that suggested 
they reduce clusters that 
form in the colon, which 
are the earliest sign of 
potential colon cancer de-
velopment. They are also 
loaded with vitamins such 
as iron, zinc, and vitamin 
B6.

It’s amazing how many 
websites are dedicated to 

this bean: history, location, 
explanation and, of course, 
recipes. I even found out 
that more than 12.1 mil-
lion tons of chickpeas are 
produced annually.

If you’re not a bean 
eater (and I raised two of 
them), there are recipes 

that contain chickpeas as 
a base or substitute, or for 
added nutritional value.

My Dad used to quote 
an ornery little poem about 
beans and as a kid, it was 
hilarious if not scandalous 
to repeat, and even better 
to know that Dad was the 
one who taught it to us!

I used to absolutely 
hate beans as a kid - soup 
beans, baked beans, kid-
ney beans - all varieties. 
And then my sister and I 
went to some sort of craft 
fair at Jackson’s Mill and 
they were serving soup 
beans and corn bread and 
she wanted to get some.

They smelled fabulous 
and so I decided to live 

dangerously and ordered 
a bowl with cornbread. 
We sat down at a table that 
had chopped onions along 
with bottles of ketchup to 
top off the soup beans.

I wasn’t too sure about 
the ketchup, but I am a fan 
of onions so I topped off 
my bowl with some, and 
with determination and a 
little fear (because no one 
wants to spit out a mouth-
ful of something they don’t 
like in a crowded room), 
and took a spoonful. I was 
hooked. They were deli-
cious and we both cleaned 
our bowls to the bottom.

So I’m hoping that 
those of you who got a 
case of chickpeas/garban-
zo beans will fi nd they are 
pretty tasty and versatile.

You can’t stop trying 
new things, or even old 
ones you don’t like. Your 
tastes may have changed!

Don’t forget that the 
Petersburg food pantry 
always welcomes food do-
nations, especially at holi-
day times. 

Holiday dinner items 
are needed such as canned 
sweet potatoes, canned 
pumpkin, vegetables, box- 
ed potatoes, boxed stuffi ng 
mix, canned or jar gravy, 
cranberry sauce, etc. 

But please ... no more 
chickpeas for awhile.

CRISPY ROASTED 
CHICKPEAS IN THE 

OVEN
2 cans chickpeas (15 

ounces)
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 to 1 1/2 teaspoons 

salt
2 to 4 teaspoons spices 

or fi nely chopped 
fresh herbs like chili 
powder, curry pow-
der,  cumin, smoked 
paprika, rosemary, 
thyme etc.
Preheat oven to 

400°F. Arrange rack in 
middle of the oven.

Pour chickpeas into 
a strainer in the sink 
and rinse thoroughly 
under running water.

Pat the chickpeas 
very dry with a clean 
dishtowel or paper tow-
els. They should feel 
dry to the touch. Air 
dry for a few minutes 

and remove any skins 
that may have fallen 
off.

Spread the chick-
peas in an even layer on 
a rimmed baking sheet. 
Drizzle with the oil and 
sprinkle with salt. Stir 
with your hands or a 
spatula to make sure 
they are evenly coated.

Roast for 20 to 30 
minutes, stirring or 
shaking the pan every 
10 minutes. A few may 
ope - that’s normal. 
They are done when 
golden and slight-
ly darkened, dry and 
crispy on the outside 
and soft in the middle.

Sprinkle with your 
favorite spice(s) and 
stir to coat evenly. 
Serve while warm and 
crispy. 

Great tossed with a 
salad or in soup.

As a young, emerging 
artist in the 1970s, Ellen 
Elmes found mentorship 
and patronage among 
many residents of Peters-
burg and Moorefi eld. El-
mes refl ects in her recently 
published book, “Appala-
chian Labyrinth: Painting 
to the Center,” that such 
early support by Grant 
and Hardy County fami-
lies made all the difference 
in jump-starting her suc-
cessful career as a profes-
sional watercolor painter 
and muralist through the 
course of 50 years.

Hardy County Library 
will be hosting the South-
west Virginia author for a 
slide talk presentation and 
book signing Oct. 24, at 
6 p.m. in the library. The 
event is free and open to 
the public. 

Elmes will show se-
lected Power Point slides 
of her work featured in 
her book – in particular, 
watercolor paintings com-
missioned by local fami-
lies in the 1970s, includ-
ing “Miss Lizzie’s” Grove 
House and the Snell Fam-
ily Home in Petersburg, 
and the Old Fields home 
and barn of Betty and Re-
nick Williams. 

During the slide show-
ing, Elmes will read pas-
sages from her book to 
weave the story of how 
her life, her art, and living 
in the mountains have be-
come “so appreciatively 
entwined.” The author and 
her husband will be avail-

able after the presentation 
for book sales and person-
al signings.

During the event, El-
mes will also make a 
presentation to the Har-
dy County Library of her 
watercolor “In Tribute to 
Alma & Jerry” that she 
created in 1998 in memo-
ry and honor of the Grant 
and Hardy couple who so 
impacted her emergence 
as an artist. 

As owners of the Her-
mitage Inn in Petersburg 
during the 1970s and 
1980s, Alma and Jerry 
Cowherd  took Elmes and 
her husband Don “under 
their wing” by sponsoring 
displays and sales of the 
couple’s weathered-wood 
relief scenes of West Vir-
ginia communities, and 
one-woman exhibits of her 
watercolor paintings. 

As patronage of her 
work grew in the area, 
Grant County Arts Coun-

cil members Mary Frank 
Van Meter and Betty 
Smith began organizing 
annual watercolor work-
shops for Elmes to teach. 
Carolyn (Snell) Stevens, 
who worked at the Her-
mitage Inn back then, took 
her in as a regular boarder 
when she made many trips 
to teach and exhibit water-
colors in the area. Today, 
many local homes still dis-
play Elmes paintings on 
their walls.

“For some reason, Car-
olyn’s family, the Cow-
herds, and area artists be-
lieved in me and my art, 
even though I was a fl edg-
ling artist. And because 
I was a fl edgling artist, 
their support made all the 
difference,” says Elmes. 
“I am really looking for-
ward to seeing friends and 
patrons from those early 
days of my career to ex-
press my appreciation in 
person.”

Appalachian author/painter Ellen Elmes 
to present at Hardy County Library

Success impacted by Grant County patrons of the arts

Health dept. continues 
fl u shots on Tuesdays

Flu shots will be giv-
en every Tuesday from 
1 - 3:30 p.m. at the Grant 
County Health Depart-
ment.

Have your insurance, 
Medicare or Medicaid 
card(s) with you.

The GCHD offers dos-
es for anyone six months 
and older and recommends 
the enhanced dosage vac-
cine which is available for 

senior citizens age 65 and 
older.

The CDC recommends 
fl u vaccine that protects 
from Infl uenza A and B 
for everyone 6 months of 
age and older. Infl uenza is 
a serious disease that can 
lead to hospitalization and 
sometimes even death. 

For more information 
contact the health depart-
ment at 304-257-4922.
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From the principal’s desk at 
Union Educational Complex

By Jenni Woy
Union Tigers have 

gotten off to a great start 
for the 2019-2020 school 
year.  I would like to take 
this time to share the won-
derful things that have tak-
en place since the start of 
the school year and inform 
you of upcoming events to 
mark on your calendars.

UEC kicked off the 
school year with our annu-
al “Back to School Night” 
on Aug. 15.  Students and 
their families were invited 
to the school to meet their 
teachers, see what classes 
they would have this se-
mester, and to familiarize 
themselves with the layout 
of the school.  We had a 
positive turn-out of stu-
dents and families.    

During our Welcome 
Back to School Assembly 
on the fi rst day of school 
with students we stressed 
the importance of attend-
ing school faithfully.  Our 
schoolwide goal is to meet 
a 95% attendance rate ev-
ery month. 

To reward those stu-
dents who achieve a 95% 
monthly attendance rate 

their name is put into a 
drawing at the end of each 
month in hopes of being 
selected for a gift card 
from Walmart. Students in 
grades K-6th have the op-
portunity to win a $10 gift 
card, while those in grades 
7th-12th have an opportu-
nity to win a $20 gift card 
to Walmart.  

Our Back to School 
winners were:  MJ Frame, 
Chelsee Moreland, Mak- 
ayia Thomas and Gabe 
Getz. For meeting the 
95% attendance rate for 
the month of August, our 
winners were:  MJ Frame 
and Logan Davis. For Sep-
tember our winners were 
Nichlas Palmer and Chey-
anne Palmer.  Congratula-
tions to those students.  

In December, those 
students who have perfect 
attendance, with no tardies 
or absences, will have an 
opportunity to win either 
an iPad (grades K-6th) or 
an iPod (grades 7th-12th.)  
The plan will be to hold 
this drawing in December, 
on the day of our Christ-
mas program.  

With the start of Sep-
tember, I am excited to 
share that our new music 
teacher, Mrs. Isenberg, be-
gan an after-school band 
program for students in-
terested in learning to play 
a musical instrument of 
their choice. Mrs. Isenberg 
continues to meet with 

students every Wednesday  
after-school to enrich our 
students with knowledge 
of playing an instrument.  

On Oct. 4, our athletic 
boosters hosted the annual 
Fall Festival.  The festival 
is one of our major fund-
raisers. Monies raised at 
the event assists the ath-
letic boosters, individual 
classes, clubs and athletic 
teams. 

Those in attendance 
had the opportunity to win 
door prizes, play a variety 
of games, a chance to win 
raffl e items, and to eat de-
licious food. In addition 
to all the fun that festival 
goers could have partaken 
in, the fall festival queen, 
princess, king and prince 
were crowned. 

Bridgette Knapp and 
Ryan Bennett were named 
as our Fall Festival queen 
and king, while Chanelle 
Sutton and Sammy Jones 
were named Fall Festival 
princess and prince. We 
would like to thank stu-
dents, staff, and the com-
munity on helping make 
the festival a success. Your 
continued support to our 
students is greatly appre-
ciated!

On Oct. 16, UEC’s el-
ementary grades PreK 
through 5th had the atten-
dance and character edu-
cation assembly. We in-
vited all families of those 
students to attend to help 

us celebrate our elementa-
ry students. The character 
education traits focused on 
during the months of Sep-
tember and October were 
respect/courtesy and fair-
ness/justice/equality.  The 
assembly was held in the 
elementary gym.  

Mark your calendars 
for Friday, Oct. 25, from 
6 - 9 p.m. The PTO will be 
hosting the annual Mon-
ster Mash.  

This is another major 
fundraiser that is great for 
all age groups. To name a 
few of the opportunities 
individuals can participate 
in are a plethora of games 
to choose from and play, 
costume judging for sev-
eral age groups, and the 
opportunity to win priz-
es throughout the night.  
There will also be plenty 
of food to enjoy.

Lastly, this is a remind-
er to parents that the fi rst  
nine-weeks report cards 
were distributed to stu-
dents to bring home on 
Oct. 21.  

It has been a pleasure 
to share the wonderful 
things taking place at UEC 
thus far and I know that 
there will be much more 
to celebrate as the school 
year continues. Our many 
thanks from UEC students 
and staff for our communi-
ty’s continued support.

The following students 
have been awarded pri-
vately funded scholarships 
from the Shepherd Univer-
sity Foundation. 

Maysville: Haley An-
nette Rohrbaugh, Dayton 
and Donna Hinke Schol-
arship

Petersburg: Samantha 
Danielle Simon, Sue B. 

Reese Memorial Scholar-
ship

Morgan E. Sites, Jo-
seph and William Byers 
Memorial Scholarship.

The foundation will 
provide more than $2.5 
million in student, facul-
ty, and program support 
for the 2019-20 academic 
year.

Grant County students earn 
Shepherd U. scholarships

Weekend events at Seneca 
Rocks Discovery Center

Friday, Oct. 25, 1-4 
p.m. - AmeriCorps mem-
ber Elizabeth Mekonnen 
will present a display, The 
UXOs of the West Virgin-
ia Maneuver Area, and 
have open discussion.

Saturday, Oct. 26, 11 
a.m. and Saturday, Oct. 
26, 3-4 p.m.- AmeriCorps 
member Elizabeth Me-
konnen will present the 
interpretive program, The 
Battle for Bats, in the Sen-
eca Rocks Discovery Cen-
ter Theater.

Saturday and Sunday 
Oct. 26, 27 - ALMAR Cre-
ations will be displaying 
their handmade white oak 
baskets, wooden kitchen 
utensils, and describing 
the process involved in 
creating them. Their items 
will be available for sale.

Saturday, Oct. 26, 1-4 
p.m. - Don Olson will be 
performing an eclectic 
mix of music including 
jazz, blues, and bluegrass 
in the SRDC Exhibit Hall. 

Sunday, Oct. 27, 1-4 
p.m. - Musicians Carrie 
and Michael Kline will be 
performing a mixture of 
traditional music refl ect-
ing rural and small town 
America, as well as Ap-
palachian ballads in the 
SRDC exhibit hall.

The Discovery Center 
is open Thursday-Monday 
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
For more information, call 
304-567-2827.

WVU PSC Library relaunches online newspaper archive site;
Grant County Press editions to be included

Are you a local histo-
ry buff?  Tracking down 
distant relatives?  Or just 
remembering the good old 
days?  

The West Virginia 
University Potomac State 
College Mary F. Shipper 
Library has digitized sev-
eral local newspapers and 
posted them online.  You 
can get to them through 
the library’s homepage at 
psc.lib.wvu.edu.  Click the 
button for “West Virginia 
Newspapers.”  

The website is free 
to use and features ful-
ly searchable copies of 
the Mineral Daily News 
Tribune all the way back 
to 1911. You will also 
fi nd Potomac State’s own 
newspaper, The Pasquino, 
from 1921 to 2014.  

Thanks to generous 
donors like PSC Alumnus 
Carl Dennison “Denny” 
Avers, this online collec-
tion has been expanded to 
include every preserved 

issue of The Elk Garden 
News, The Frankfort Bea-
con and The Piedmont 
Herald, dating all the way 
back to the 1880s.

This means you don’t 
have to endlessly scroll 
through reels on the mi-
crofi lm machine.  If you 
have a computer and an 
internet connection, you 
have access to the same 

historical newspapers as 
the professional research-
ers ... without leaving your 
living room.  

Donations towards this 
effort have made it pos-

sible to look beyond the 
borders of Mineral County 
and into the surrounding 
region.  

With the cooperation of 
public libraries in Grant, 
Hampshire and Hardy 
counties, they are hoping 
to digitize all newspapers 
of record this side of the 
Eastern Panhandle which 
are currently in the public 
domain (1923 or older).

Editions of the Grant 
County Press after 1923 
will also be included in 
this project.  

For questions about this 
project, to make a dona-
tion or for more informa-
tion, contact the Potomac 
State College library at 
304-788-6901 or email 
ngardner@mail.wvu.edu.

Nick Gardner, interim program coordinator for the 
WVU Potomac State College library, demonstrates 
how easily accessible some local newspapers are now 
that they have been digitized.
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This country is a defender of 
individual rights, a beacon of 
tolerance and equality, and a 
champion of the notion that 
offering opportunity to all 

who live here — regardless of 
national origin — yields the 

innovation and hard work that 
drive our economy and culture.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Opioids: You’ll pay one way or another

We should continue to be a 
nation of immigrants

The Charleston Gazette  
When West Virginians think about the opioid crisis, 

the analysis tends to drift in a few understandable direc-
tions. Death tolls from overdoses, obviously, are a huge 
part of the picture, as is treatment and rehabilitation. 
There’s the law enforcement aspect of stemming the tide 
of illicit drugs distributed on the streets.

And, of course, there are the millions of pain pills 
shipped to the Mountain State and throughout Appala-
chia, largely blamed for starting the whole mess.

One thing that doesn’t get as much attention is cost. 
Not the cost in lives, or the cost of recovery or even the 
cost to society, but the literal, dollars-and-cents cost the 
epidemic has placed on families, taxpayers and govern-
ments.

It might seem tacky to discuss such a thing. Then 
again, when Huntington rolled out its harm-reduction 
program several years ago, one of the statistics it used 
to help the public understand the scope of the problem 
was the hundreds of thousands of dollars it takes to treat 
someone with hepatitis C - a blood-borne illness running 
rampant in West Virginia because of shared, contaminat-
ed needles used to inject drugs like heroin and fentanyl 
- for the rest of that patient’s life.

More recently, Al Marino Inc., a Charleston company 
that does plumbing, HVAC and electrical work, is suing 
18 pharmaceutical companies claiming the opioid prob-
lem caused small businesses like it to pay outrageous 
premiums for health insurance. According to the law-
suit, health care expenses for West Virginians climbed 
by an average of 5.8 percent each year between 1991 and 
2014, while insurance premiums hiked at a correspond-
ing 5.7 percent per year from 2001 to 2014 - the heyday 
of pill mills.

Attorneys for Al Marino Inc., who are seeking 
class-action status, argue that “insured patients with opi-
oid abuse or dependence diagnoses cost health insurers 
more than average patients, in West Virginia and nation-
wide.’’

Whether the lawsuit has merit or not is for the court 
to decide, but there is plenty of evidence that painkill-
ers like oxycodone and hydrocodone were marketed in 
a misleading way, leading to scores of addicts who lat-
er turned to even more dangerous substances, like her-
oin, to avoid withdrawal and feed their addiction. It’s 
not unreasonable to think a downturn in overall health 
connected with opioids would lead to a rise in insurance 
costs. It’s just another ripple effect of a crisis that harms 
so many more than just the people using the drugs.

That’s why government agencies and communities 
across West Virginia need to use all the tools at their 
disposal to stem not only drug use, but the health prob-
lems that threaten addicts and the greater community. 
Even the most callous individual, who thinks all drug 
offenders should be locked away, whether in a jail cell 
or through community marginalization and shunning, 
should be aware they are still footing the bill for this, 
one way or another.

The Parkersburg News and Sentinel 
Our state’s economy has “a lot of uncertainty,’’ 

West Virginia University economist John Deskins not-
ed during an economic outlook conference last week in 
Charleston.

Deskins, director of WVU’s Bureau of Business and 
Economic Research, explained, among other things, the 
uncertainty relates to coal and natural gas jobs.

But one thing about West Virginia’s economy has 
been certain for decades: Our labor force participation 
rate will be among the lowest, often the worst, in the 
nation.

At last count, only 54.9% of West Virginians were 
employed. No other state comes close; No. 2 is Missis-
sippi, at 55.8%. The national rate is 63.2%.

If there is any good news, it is that labor force par-
ticipation rate has been increasing steadily since Febru-
ary 2015 - but, again, we remain the worst in the United 
States. The highest rate, incidentally, is in the District 
of Columbia, where the taxpayer-funded federal govern-
ment is responsible for a 71.1% number.

“We can never achieve the prosperity we want if we 
have a labor force participation rate that is nine points 
below the nation, that is dead last,’’ Deskins commented.

How, though, can the rate be improved?
“The mantra that there are not jobs in West Virginia is 

not true. What we need is to get people to fi ll those jobs,’’ 
said state higher education Chancellor Sarah Armstrong 
Tucker during the event. She added not enough people 
take advantage of job training and retraining programs.

In addition to having the lowest labor force partici-
pation rate, West Virginia has the lowest education at-
tainment level in the nation. Obviously, that makes it 
more diffi cult for people to get jobs - and our state less 

Not enough jobs ... or willing workers?

I was talking 
with a friend 
the other day 
about immigra-
tion. It’s one 
of the most 

divisive issues 
of our time, and we, too, found our-
selves divided. “Our country is full,” 
he quoted President Trump, who said 
this back in April. Let’s improve the 
country with the people we already 
have, my friend added.

I had a quote, too, and it’s one I 
still believe in. You’ll fi nd it on the 
Statue of Liberty. “From her bea-
con-hand/Glows world-wide wel-
come,” it reads. And then, of course, 
“Give me your tired, your poor, your 
huddled masses yearning to breathe 
free.”

I welcome new immigrants and 
want this country to set aside the 
nationalistic appeals and racial prej-
udice that often accompany calls for 
restrictions. And I believe fi rmly 
that immigration makes us stronger 
as a nation and represents the best 
of what we stand for. This country 
is a defender of individual rights, a 
beacon of tolerance and equality, and 
a champion of the notion that offer-
ing opportunity to all who live here 
— regardless of national origin — 
yields the innovation and hard work 
that drive our economy and culture.

I could take up the rest of this 
commentary just listing the immi-
grants who have enriched the Unit-
ed States, from Levi Strauss, Irving 
Berlin, and Albert Einstein to Liz 
Claiborne, Gloria Estafan, Yo Ma, 
and Patrick Ewing. But it’s not 
just names you’d recognize. I have 
a clear memory from my time in 
Washington, D.C., of watching peo-
ple who’d immigrated literally build 
the city: its stormwater system, its 

metro lines, the refurbished Union 
Station. The same is true in any big 
city you care to visit in this country 
— and in our fi elds and orchards, our 
hotels and hospitals, our factories, 
our schools, our startups, our mili-
tary forces, our movie studios… You 
get the idea. 

Now, I agree that we can’t let 
everyone into the U.S. who wants 
to come. We simply don’t have the 
resources. But that’s a far cry from 
saying that we’re full, or that we’re 
facing an immigrant “invasion,” or 
that large numbers of immigrants 

are “stealing” jobs from Americans. 
There’s very little evidence to sup-
port any of those claims.

Instead, I’d argue that immigra-
tion is an opportunity for the coun-
try. One of the fi rst votes I cast in 
Congress was for the Immigration 
and Nationality Act of 1965, which 
prohibited discrimination against 
immigrants on the basis of their na-
tionality. Instead, it gave preference 
to professionals, people with skills 
the country needed, and relatives of 
U.S. citizens and legal permanent 
residents.

That same principle is valid to-
day. We have to use immigration 
to meet our needs, especially in the 
labor market. Every month for the 
last year and a half, the U.S. econ-

omy has had more job openings 
than people looking for work. And 
in a twist from what you’d expect, 
it’s not the higher-end jobs that face 
the most acute shortages. It’s health-
care, hotel, and restaurant workers 
who are in the highest demand. In 
an array of categories, from retail to 
food processing to landscaping, we 
don’t have the low-skilled laborers 
we need. The need for scientists, 
researchers, computer programmers 
and other knowledge workers hasn’t 
abated, either. And nor has the need 
for workers with skills that won’t 
soon be replaced by automation.

There was a time when both po-
litical parties in this country largely 
supported immigration. Not unani-
mously, of course, but they favored 
immigration in the national interest. 
I don’t know if those days are over 
for good; I hope not. Because there is 
simply no question that this country 
has been made stronger by its immi-
grants, and there is no reason to think 
that will change.

So while I’m not arguing that 
we should throw open our doors to 
all comers, we should lean toward 
openness, recognizing that we have 
limits and constraints that demand 
building immigration policy around 
a principle. And what should that be? 
That immigration is a powerful tool 
for meeting our needs, strengthen-
ing our labor markets, bolstering our 
pool of talent, and remaining a bea-
con to those everywhere who believe 
that their own hard work, creativity, 
and entrepreneurial spirit can build 
their own lives and contribute to the 
communities around them.

Lee Hamilton is a senior adviser 
for the Indiana University Center on 
Representative Government and was 
a member of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives for 34 years.

W.Va. billionaire governor’s family farms get subsidy
By Anthony Izaguirre

Associated Press
A farming business 

owned by the family of 
West Virginia’s billion-
aire governor has received 
$125,000 in soybean and 
corn subsidies, the maxi-
mum allowed from a fed-
eral program meant to help 
American farmers through 
the U.S. trade war with 
China.

There is no evidence 
Gov. Jim Justice did any-
thing illegal. But at least 
one analyst said the pay-
ments to the richest man in 
West Virginia are unseem-
ly, given his wealth. And 
the subsidies have thrown 
the spotlight again on his 
business empire and the 
potential confl icts of inter-
est it poses.

Records reviewed by 
The Associated Press 
show Justice Farms of 
North Carolina, owned by 
the Republican governor’s 
family, hit the program cap 
of $125,000 earlier this 
year and was the biggest 
recipient of soybean subsi-
dies in West Virginia.

The richest person in 

the state, Justice owns a 
complex business empire 
of coal and agricultural 
entities that are perennial-
ly mired in litigation, of-
ten over unpaid bills. The 
farming company is no 
different. It is named in a 
long-running lawsuit that 
alleges the Justice busi-
nesses transferred assets 
between them in an effort 
to avoid paying a debt.

The company took in 
$121,398 in subsidies for 
soybeans and $3,602 for 
corn for farms on proper-
ty it owns in West Virgin-
ia, according to records 
provided to AP under the 
Freedom of Information 
Act. Both fi gures far ex-
ceed the program’s median 
payments: $6,438 for soy-
beans and $152 for corn.

President Donald 
Trump’s administration 
set up the Market Facil-
itation Program to help 
offset losses caused by 
tariffs, basing the payouts 
on bushels produced. The 
program does not require 
farms to demonstrate their 
operations have been dam-
aged by the trade war.

Loopholes have al-
lowed many large, mon-
eyed farming operations 
to blow past the $125,000 
cap, according to an AP 
analysis of the payments. 
Critics, including U.S. 
Sen. Charles Grassley, an 
Iowa Republican, have 
called for tighter oversight 
on where the taxpayer 
funds are funneled.

“We really think you 
should be subsidizing peo-
ple who need the help. It 
doesn’t make a whole lot 
of sense for taxpayers to 
be providing billions of 
dollars to wealthy farmers 
who do not need the sub-
sidies,’’ said Anne Weir 
Schechinger, a senior 
economic analyst at the 
Environmental Working 
Group, which tracks feder-
al farm subsidy programs.

More subsidies for the 
Justice family company 
could be on the way. The 
administration has rolled 
out another $16 billion 
in aid for farmers hurt 
by the president’s trade 
policies but made some 
changes after criticism 
that large farming organi-

zations were fi nding ways 
around the caps. Offi cials 
have increased the cap to 
$250,000 for the second 
round and payment calcu-
lations are based on acres 
planted and location in-
stead of production.

Information on how the 
trade war has affected the 
Justice farms wasn’t avail-
able. Offi cials in Green-
brier County, home to the 
subsidized farms, declined 
to release the company’s 
agriculture data to the AP, 
as did the United States 
Department of Agricul-
ture’s regional National 
Agricultural Statistics Ser-
vice.

Justice’s government 
spokesman referred ques-
tions and an interview re-
quest to a representative 
for Justice’s companies, 
who issued a statement 
saying tens of thousands 
of farms and ranches with 
products “directly impact-
ed’’ by Chinese tariffs re-
ceived money under the 
subsidies.

By Lee Hamilton

Governor’s family farms 
continued on Page 5A



October 19, 1949
Major Boyd Arnold, 

former Bayard resident, 
was appointed director 
of supply in the Division 
of Logistics for the U.S. 
Army in Alaska.

Veach Clinic births 
included: Mr. and Mrs. 
Bennie Lambert of Mouth 
of Seneca, a son; Mr. 
and Mrs. and Mrs. Harry 
Metheny of Petersburg, a 
son; Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Aronhalt of Elk Garden, 
a daughter; Mr. and Mrs. 
Alva Kimble of Smoke 
Hole, a daughter; Mr. 
and Mrs. Harry Evans of 
Moorefi eld, a son; Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Bensenhaver 
of Rig, a daughter; Mr. 
and Mrs. John Rexroad 
of Moorefi eld, a son; and 
Mr. and Mrs. George T. 
Browning of Petersburg, 
a son.

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn 
Veach had a dual birthday 
party for their daughter, 
Dixie, 11, and their son, 
Archie, 8.

Private 1st Class James 
Alt was on maneuvers 
with  Headquarters Com-
pany, First Battalion, 32d 
Infantry Regiment, Sev-
enth Infantry Division, at 
Sekine, Japan.

October 21, 1959
The annual Halloween 

carnival and parade was 
set for Oct. 30.

George B. Moomau 
was a guest of the secre-
tary of the Navy, Oct. 5, 
for a cruise off the coast 
of Norfolk, Va., aboard the 
aircraft carrier, Indepen-
dence.

Blane Michael, Clyde 
Kile and Beth Welton, 
members of the PHS stu-
dent council, attended the 
27th annual West Virgin-
ia Association of Student 
Council Convention at 
Jackson’s Mill.

PHS seniors Janet Pen-
nington and Kay Michael 
were chosen as co-editors-
in-chief of the Viking Log.

Births at Grant Memo-
rial Hospital included: Mr. 
and Mrs. Ervin Ours of 
Purgitsville, a son, Oct. 16; 
Mr. and Mrs. Kelly Harp-
er of Moyers, a son, Oct. 
17; Mr. and Mrs. Junior 
Whetzel of Petersburg, a 
son, Oct. 17; and Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard Combs of 
Lahmansville, a daughter, 
Oct. 17.

The Vikings chalked up 
their fourth victory, against 
two defeats, by topping the 
Circleville Indians, 34-0.

October 22, 1969
The board of education 

was considering the feasi-
bility of a new Petersburg 
Elementary School.

Pfc. Ralph Sites of Pe-
tersburg, who enlisted in 
the U.S. Army, took his ba-
sic training at Fort Knox, 
Ky. and was stationed at 
Savanna, Ill.

Petersburg native, Da-
vid Koontz, GMG1,  USN, 
New Bern Navy recruiter, 
re-enlisted for four years.

The Vikings beat the 
Keyser Golden Tornadoes, 
35-16.

Grant Memorial Hos-
pital births included: Mr. 
and Mrs. Harman Hed-
rick, a daughter, Oct. 13; 
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Cook 
of Durgon, a daughter, 
Oct.13; Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard Keplinger of Pe-
tersburg, a daughter, Oct. 
14; Mr. and Mrs. James 
Ours of Mouth of Sene-
ca, a son, Oct. 15; Mr. and 
Mrs. Wendell Warner of 
Franklin, a daughter, Oct. 
17; Mr. and Mrs. William 
Latham of Scherr, a son, 
Oct. 17; Mr. and Mrs. Al-
bert Crites of Falls Church, 
a son, Oct. 18; and Mr. and 
Mrs. John Sites of Peters-
burg, a son, Oct. 18.

October 24, 1979
PHS senior, Tracy 

Bowyer, was crowned 
homecoming queen during 
halftime ceremonies of the 
Oct. 12 football game.

Both management 
and striking construction 
workers at Adell Polymers 
were ordered to refrain 
from violence and limit 
activities at the picket line 
by Circuit Court Judge 
Donald Hott.

Construction costs were 
$80,000 less for the new 
PHS gym, by Construction 

Costs Consultants.
Petersburg’s fi rst Chi-

nese restaurant, Oriental 
Restaurant, owned by John 
Peng, was on Virginia Av-
enue, near Main Street.

The Grant Memorial 
Auxiliary celebrated its 
21st anniversary with a 
open house.

GMH hired Ann 
Devine-King, RPT, in the 
physical therapist depart-
ment.

Lisa Rebecca Harman, 
daughter of Dr. and Mrs.  
Roy Harman, became the 
bride of Tom Porter, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Eston Porter, 
Aug. 11, at Main Street 
United Methodist Church.

Memorial Hospital 
births included: Mr. and 
Mrs. Elvin Riggleman of 
Petersburg, a daughter; 
and Mr. and Mrs. Jerry 
Simmons of Petersburg, a 
daughter, Gwen Michelle.

Mr. and Mrs. Rick 
Feaster announced the 
birth of a son, Jeffrey Al-
lan, Oct. 10, at Rocking-
ham Memorial Hospital, 
Harrisonburg, Va.

The Vikings beat 
Moorefi eld, 33-6, with a 
4-4 record.

“Calhoun’s Lodge on Hermit Island in the Smoke Holes of W.Va.”
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Pitsenbarger appointed to 
fi ll 11th District vacancy

Governor Jim Justice has selected John “J.R.” Pitsen-
barger to fi ll the vacancy in the 11th Senatorial District 
left by Sen. Greg Boso, R-Nicholas, who resigned Sept. 
26.

 Pitsenbarger is the owner and operator of Pitsenbarg-
er Farms in Nicholas County and has been a fi eld enu-
merator with the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Na-
tional Agricultural Statistics Service in Charleston. He 
currently serves as vice president of the West Virginia 
Farm Bureau and chairman of the Board of Governors of 
the WVU Extension Service for Nicholas County. 

 “There’s no question that it was going to take a spe-
cial person to fi ll the vacancy left behind by Senator 
Boso,” Senate President Mitch Carmichael, R-Jackson, 
said. “J.R. brings to the Senate a wide variety of expe-
rience, including extensive agriculture and rural devel-
opment knowledge. I know he will be able to do great 
things for the residents of his district and the State of 
West Virginia.”

 The 11th Senatorial District includes Nicholas, 
Pendleton, Pocahontas, Randolph, Upshur, and Webster 
counties and part of Grant County.

GRANT 
COUNTY PRESS
Want to give 
your opinion? 
Answer this 

week’s Poll 

Question on 

our page.

The Bluefi eld Daily Telegraph
After months of planning, control of a unit that fi ghts 

Medicaid fraud in West Virginia has been transferred 
from the Department of Health and Human Resources to 
the state attorney general’s offi ce.

The change took effect earlier this month. Legislation 
calling for the transfer of the fraud unit was approved 
by lawmakers earlier this year. The hope is to strengthen 
West Virginia’s fi ght against fraud, waste and abuse.

The change will bring West Virginia in line with more 
than 40 other states, according to Attorney General Pat-
rick Morrisey.

“There has been a tremendous amount of hard work 
on behalf of taxpayers to make for a smooth transition,’’ 
Morrisey said. “Our goal is to ensure the unit continues 
its excellent work and to enhance its ability to root out 
even more fraud, waste and abuse in hopes that we can 
solidify the Medicaid program for those who legitimate-
ly rely upon it as a safety net.’’

To help ensure a smooth transition, technology im-
provements have been made, along with an increase in 
the state’s federal grant and security enhancements to 
bolster the unit’s protection of sensitive data, Morrisey’s 
offi ce said.

Many of those who supported moving the unit cited 
the attorney general’s success in fi ghting Social Security 
disability fraud. That unit has generated more than $18.5 
million since its inception in several years ago.

Given Morrisey’s success in fi ghting Social Security 
disability fraud, moving the Medicaid fraud unit to the 
attorney general’s offi ce was a logical move.

The unlawful taking of Medicaid benefi ts wastes tax 
dollars, deepens defi cits and jeopardizes a program de-
signed to help those most in need, points correctly noted 
earlier this year by Morrisey.

It is our hope that the transfer of the Medicaid fraud 
unit will help in weeding out those who are claiming 
Medicaid benefi ts in West Virginia of which they are not 
legally entitled to.

AG takes on the Medicaid fraud fi ght

appealing to job creators.
If Tucker is correct, and there is no reason to doubt 

her, a substantial number of West Virginians are not tak-
ing advantage of opportunities to improve their lives. 
Why? State legislators should ask that question and an-
other: What can they do about the situation?

“Justice Farms of North 
Carolina was one of more 
than 3,000 farms in that 
state alone, and nearly 
40,000 farms and busi-
nesses nationwide, that 
received support from this 
program. It’s absurd for 
anyone to use this import-
ant program as the basis 
for cynical political at-
tacks,’’ said Brian Walsh, a 
spokesman for the Justice 
companies.

Walsh did not detail 
losses suffered by Justice 
Farms of North Carolina 
in the U.S. trade war.

West Virginia property 
records show the company 
has three farming prop-
erties and one residential 
building not far from The 
Greenbrier, a lavish resort 
the governor owns. The 
properties have a com-
bined value of $1.87 mil-
lion and span nearly 700 
acres (280 hectares), with 
one including a full-size 
tennis court, according to 
state records.

The sprawling farms 
are nestled into a relatively 
fl at stretch of land between 
sections of the Appala-
chian Mountains. On a re-
cent visit, the farms were 

covered with rows upon 
rows of tall, dry stalks of 
corn.

Belinda Biafore, the 
chairwoman of the West 
Virginia Democratic Party, 
issued a statement Thurs-
day criticizing Justice for 
obtaining the subsidy.    

“Real, hardworking 
farmers are being hurt by 
President Trump’s trade 
war. So much so that he is 
having to provide govern-
ment subsidies,’’ she said. 
“Many of those farmers 
desperately need subsidy 
money to feed their fami-
lies, but Governor Jim Jus-
tice does not.’’

County deed records 
in North Carolina, where 
the business is registered, 
show a dizzying series of 
property transfers between 
a Justice-owned entity, the 
James C. Justice Compa-
nies, and Justice Farms 
of North Carolina without 
any meaningful payment. 
The transactions, some 
involving just $10, are 
the subject of a federal 
lawsuit brought by a set 
of businesses that accuse 
the Justice companies of 
violating the RICO Act 
and masking their worth 

so they can skirt a debt. 
The suit seeks to force the 
companies to pay nearly 
$17 million.

The business struc-
ture of Justice’s many 
companies has perplexed 
litigants as well as feder-
al prosecutors. In June, 
the U.S. attorney for the 
southern district of West 
Virginia asked a judge to 
hold the Justice family 
accountable for a more 
than $1 million court-or-
dered sanction against one 
of their companies after 
deeming it a shell corpora-
tion. One of Justice’s other 
businesses quickly moved 
to pay the bill.

With a net worth es-
timated at $1.5 billion, 
Justice lists more than 100 
business interests on his 
most recent fi nancial dis-
closure form. When Jus-
tice became governor, he 
said he wanted to put all 
his businesses in a blind 
trust but has not done so, 
causing criticism when his 
private and public roles in-
tersect.

A prominent Republi-
can state senator called for 
Justice to resign this sum-
mer after the U.S. govern-
ment sued nearly two doz-
en of his coal businesses 
for failing to pay safety 
fi nes. Federal prosecutors 
in a public corruption unit 
have sent three subpoe-
nas to his administration 
requesting information 
about his businesses and 
resort.

Justice has tried to put 
some distance between 
himself and his compa-
nies, saying his children 
control them. He has said 
the process of putting his 
businesses in a blind trust 
“has been slowed down by 
the multitude of fi nancial 
institutions that work with 
my family’s companies.’’

In the case of Justice 
Farms of North Carolina, 
the governor was listed as 
a manager in North Caroli-
na business registry fi lings 
up until 2018, when his 
daughter’s name replaced 
his. The company has not 
been included in his fi nan-
cial disclosures fi led with 
the ethics commission in 
West Virginia.

Justice’s general coun-
sel, Brian Abraham, ex-
plained the absence by 
saying the governor’s 
children own the business 
but could not say exact-
ly why it wasn’t included 
on fi nancial disclosures 
when Justice was listed 
as a manager. He noted 
that a third-party company 
handles the Justice family 
business registry fi lings.

WV Legislature: 500 violations 
of Jobs Act cited in 2018-19

A legislative report says 
West Virginia’s Division 
of Labor cited more than 
500 violations of a jobs 
act intended to give local 
laborers the majority of 
roles on state-funded pub-
lic works projects.

The Charleston Ga-
zette-Mail reported 
Wednesday that con-
tractors were fi ned more 
than $100,000 altogether 
during the 2018-19 fi scal 
year for failing to have at 
least 75% of their workers 
be from West Virginia or 
surrounding counties. A 

majority of projects were 
in compliance.

A June Legislative au-
dit deemed the act inef-
fective and recommend-
ed its repeal. The audit 
suggested the law failed 
partly because of a federal 
provision allowing local 
markets to include coun-
ties within 50 miles (80 ki-
lometers) of the state line. 

The newspaper says 
millions of laborers in 
parts of Pittsburgh and 
Washington, D.C. were 
defi ned as local.

Governor’s family farms

Attorney: Lawsuit planned over 
VA hospital death in Clarksburg

An attorney representing the family of a patient who 
died at a Veterans Affairs hospital in West Virginia says 
he plans to sue over what he believes is the man’s suspi-
cious death from a wrongful insulin injection.

Charleston attorney Tony O’Dell said a notice of a 
pending lawsuit was fi led recently with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs in the death of John William 
Hallman. The 87-year-old Navy veteran died at the Lou-
is A. Johnson VA Medical Center in Clarksburg last year.

The notice said Hallman was given a shot of insulin 
“he did not need and for which no medical order was 
placed.’’ It said the shot caused his blood sugar to spike, 
leading to his death.

The Exponent Telegram of Clarksburg fi rst reported 
the notice. The notice said Hallman’s death “is consid-
ered a homicide based upon the pattern of events lead-
ing to his death, although his body is not available for 
autopsy.’’

Federal prosecutors are probing the deaths of up to 
11 patients. Attorneys representing the families of men 
who died say at least two of the deaths have been ruled 
homicides, with both veterans dying from wrongful in-
sulin injections.

U.S. Sen. Joe Manchin of West Virginia has said he 
spoke directly with Attorney General William Barr about 
the deaths and told Barr in a letter that he has “grave 
concerns over the pace of the investigation.’’

The Democrat said VA offi cials had told him a “per-
son of interest’’ was no longer in contact with any vet-
erans at the facility. The VA inspector general told Man-
chin’s offi ce about the opening of a medical and criminal 
investigation of the hospital in July 2018, after at least 
nine patients were diagnosed with unexplained low 
blood sugar, the senator said.

O’Dell’s notice also mentions a “person of interest’’ 
who was hired as a certifi ed nursing assistant and was 
working at the time of Hallman’s death. The notice said 
the assistant had “documented involvement during the 
hospitalization while critically low levels of glucose 
were recorded.’’ The notice doesn’t name that worker.

In the deaths that attorneys said have been ruled ho-
micides, 82-year-old former Army Sgt. Felix Kirk Mc-
Dermott was wrongly injected with a fatal dose of insu-
lin at the hospital in April 2018, according to a notice of 
a pending lawsuit. An attorney representing the family of 
George Nelson Shaw Sr., an 81-year-old retired member 
of the Air Force, said he too had died at the hospital in 
April 2018 from a wrongful insulin injection.

Bill Powell, the U.S. attorney in West Virginia, has 
said the investigation is a “top priority.’’
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Local and area obituaries
THELMA G. KILE STICKLER

Thelma Gail Kile Stick-
ler, 83, of Toms Brook, Va. 
passed away Friday, Octo-
ber 18, 2019 in Cabins, 
W.Va.

Born Sept. 23, 1936, 
in Cabins, she was the 
daughter of the late Har-
man Clyde and Bernice 
Ours Kile. She was also 
preceded in death by her 
husband, Stephen Lee 
Stickler.

She was a member of 
the Toms Brook United 
Methodist Church. She 
had worked as a secretary 
for the Shenandoah Coun-
ty Schools for 23 years 
and the secretary-treasur-
er for the Town of Toms 
Brook. 

She is survived by her 
children, Mark Stephen 
Stickler and wife Virgin-
ia of Berkeley Springs, 
W.Va.  and Leta Stickler of 
Toms Brook; one grand-
daughter, Misty Sutherly 
of Mt. Jackson, Va.; one 
brother, Clyde Kile of 
Cabins; and several nieces 

and nephews.
The family will receive 

friends on Wednesday 
evening from 6-8 p.m., at 
Stover Funeral Home, 177 
N. Holliday St., Strasburg, 
Va.

A graveside service for 
Mrs. Stickler will be con-
ducted at Thursday, Oct. 
24, at 11 a.m., at the Leb-
anon Church Cemetery, 
Strasburg, with the Rev. 
Dr. Stan Thompson offi ci-
ating.  

Pallbearers will be Jer-
emy Fauber, Scott Rinker, 
Wayne Bly, Greg Neff, Jay 
Johnson and Daryl Bow-
ers.

Memorials may be 
made to Toms Brook Unit-
ed Methodist Church.

You may sign the guest 
book and submit condo-
lences to the family on-
line at www.stoverfuneral 
home.com

Stover Funeral Home 
and Crematory, Strasburg, 
Va. is serving the family of 
Mrs. Stickler.   (10-22-19)

VERDA BENNETT
Verda Kisamore Ben-

nett, age 92, of Petersburg, 
formerly of Cabins, died 
Thursday, Oct. 17, at the 
Grant Rehabilitation and 
Care Center, Petersburg. 

Born Sept. 30, 1927, 
in Seneca, she was the 
daughter of the late Joel 
Kisamore and Clara (Dol-
ly) Kisamore. On De-
cember 4, 2014 she was 
preceded in death by her 
husband of 65 years, Aus-
tin “Buck” Bennett. She 
was also preceded in death 
by three brothers, Burl Ki-
samore, Marvin Kisamore 
and Jonas Kisamore; three 
sisters, Vercie Carr, Velma 
Phares Lyon and an infant 
sister; and one grandson.

Mrs. Bennett attend-
ed schools at the Forman 
School House, Lahmans-
ville, and the Long Hol-
low High School. She was 
a member of the Corner 
United Methodist Church. 
She was a homemaker.

She is survived by three 
daughters, Mildred  Whet-
zel  and Loretta Alt, both 
of Petersburg and Ronda 
Barger of Maysville; three 
sisters, Ester K. Vernon of 
Richmond, Ethel Phares 
Dickerson of Amissville, 
Va. and Otie K. Whitak-

er of Oak Harbor, Wash.; 
six grandchildren; six 
great-grandchildren; and 
one great-great-grand-
daughter.

Funeral services were 
Sunday afternoon at the 
Basagic Funeral Home 
chapel, Petersburg, with   
the Rev. Stanley Kile of-
fi ciating. Interment was at 
the Lahmansville Ceme-
tery, Lahmansville. 

Memorials may be 
made to the North Fork 
Ruritan Club c/o Peggy 
Nelson or to the donor’s 
choice. 

Memories and words 
of comfort may be left at 
www.basagic.com or on 
Facebook at Basagic Fu-
neral Home. 

              (10-22-19)

Get ready for Operation 
Christmas Child;
dropoff begins Nov. 18

Next month, a site in the Petersburg area will be 
among 5,000 U.S. drop-off locations collecting shoebox 
gifts for children overseas during Operation Christmas 
Child’s National Collection Week, Nov. 18-25.

Petersburg families, churches and groups are busy 
transforming empty shoeboxes into fun gifts fi lled with 
toys, school supplies and hygiene items. The Samari-
tan’s Purse project partners with local churches across 
the globe to deliver these tangible expressions of God’s 
love to children affected by war, disease, disaster, pover-
ty and famine. For many of these children, it will be the 
fi rst gift they have ever received.

This year, Petersburg-area residents hope to collect 
more than 24,000 gifts to contribute to the 2019 global 
goal of reaching 11 million children.

“I love seeing the local community rally together for 
a global impact,” said re-
gional director David Zim-
merman. “We see all ages 
getting involved –and more 
and more every year.”

Living Hope Baptist 
Church, 1 Veach St. Pe-
tersburg will be the local 

dropoff site. The schedule is as follows:
Monday, Nov. 18 from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 19 from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 20 from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Thurday, Nov. 21 from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 22 from 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 23 from 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 24 from 1 - 4 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 25 from 8 a.m. - noon

For ideas and instructions about packing shoeboxes, 
go to www.samaritanspurse.org and select Operation 
Christmas Child under the “What We Do” tab.

This year, due to customs regulations, toothpaste, 
candy or gum will not be accepted.

New WVU program aims to 
serve people with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities

From WVU Today
High school graduates 

with intellectual and de-
velopmental disabilities 
will soon be joining West 
Virginia University’s cam-
pus through a new pro-
gram developed to prepare 
them for independence 
that will provide improved 
academic, social engage-
ment and real-world work 
experiences.

Students ages 18-23 
who are enrolled in the 
program — tentatively 
named the Country Roads 
program—will live in a 
shared residential housing 
arrangement, participate 
in social activities across 
campus and receive career 
education and training. 

The program will in-
clude a two-year core 
track focused on inde-
pendent-living skills and 
workforce preparedness, 
plus the option of an ad-
vanced track for an addi-
tional two years. During 
the advanced track, stu-
dents will apply their 
new skills in workplace 
settings and can enroll in 
select WVU certifi cate 

programs.
“With one in fi ve West 

Virginians having a dis-
ability, it is important to 
offer opportunities for stu-
dents with disabilities to 
get the training needed to 
join the workforce and be 
engaged community mem-
bers,” said Lesley Cottrell, 
director of the WVU Cen-
ter for Excellence in Dis-
abilities. 

“Programs like Coun-
try Roads and the Project 
SEARCH internship pro-
gram through WVU Medi-
cine are just two examples 
of how the center is help-
ing to create opportunities 
for teens with disabilities.” 

The Center for Excel-
lence in Disabilities has 
partnered with the WVU 
Offi ce of Accessibility 
Services, the National 
Down Syndrome Society 
and members of the busi-
ness sector to develop the 
curriculum. The program 
is expected to launch in fall 
of 2020, pending Board of 
Governors approval, and 
will enroll four to eight 
students in its fi rst cohort.
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Plea
Continued from front

tack, or organ prob-
lems, fi rst responders and 
emergency room doctors 
try to treat the overdose 

by treating these condi-
tions,” the CDC reported. 

Beyond overdose risks, 
the CDC warns that long-
term health effects from 
methamphetamine in-
clude risk of addiction; 
risk of contracting HIV 

and hepatitis; severe 
dental problems (“meth 
mouth”); intense itching, 
leading to skin sores from 
scratching; violent behav-
ior and paranoia.

Guinn faces at least 10 
years and up to life incar-

ceration and a fi ne of up 
to $10 million. 

Under the federal sen-
tencing guidelines, the 
actual sentence imposed 
will be based upon the 
seriousness of the offens-
es and the prior criminal 

history, if any, of the de-
fendant.

Also assisting with the 
case were the Potomac 
Highlands Drug and Vi-
olent Crime Drug Task 
Force.

Assistant U.S. Attor-

ney Stephen D. Warner 
is prosecuting the case 
on behalf of the govern-
ment and U.S. Magistrate 
Judge Michael John Aloi 
presided.

Study
Continued from front

The meetings will oc-
cur at the following lo-
cations:

•  Nov. 13 at 10 a.m. in 
the commission meeting 
room at the Grant County 
Courthouse;
•  Nov. 13 at 1 p.m.  at the 
Maysville Fire Hall;
• Nov. 13 at 3:30 p.m. at 

the Mount Storm Commu-
nity Center.

Citizens are also asked 
to complete the Broad-
band Needs Assessment 
Surveys being mailed to 
Grant County addresses. 

There is a separate survey 
for residential and busi-
ness purposes. In addition 
to the direct mailing cam-
paign, the surveys may 
be found and completed 
online.

The Residential Broad-
band Needs Assess-
ment Survey is avail-
able at: http://projects.
designnine.com/survey/
grant-residential-broad-
band.

The Business Broad-
band Needs Assess-
ment Survey is avail-
able at: http://projects.
designnine.com/survey/
grant-business-broad-
band.

As the holiday season 
winds up, West Virginia 
offi cials are working to 
generate awareness on the 
potential dangers of char-
ity fraud and encouraging 
West Virginians to ensure 
their donations are going 
to the causes they intend. 

Attorney General Pat-
rick Morrisey, Secretary 
of State Mac Warner,  
along with a host of do-
mestic and international 
partners, kicked off In-
ternational Charity Fraud 
Awareness Week.

The international effort 
offers tips for wise giving 
with the hope of helping 
charities and consumers 
avoid charity fraud. This 
year’s initiative, which 
kicked off Monday and 
runs through Friday, also 
features cybersecurity and 
data security tips for non-
profi ts.

“Charitable giving is a 
wonderful way to support 
many worthy causes,” 
said Morrisey. “However, 
failing to protect informa-
tion can lead to identity 
theft and fi nancial fraud, 
so it’s important to con-
sider the tips offered by 
this week’s joint aware-
ness initiative.”

The group launched In-
ternational Charity Fraud 
Awareness Week with an 
event yesterday morning 
in Charleston. They were 
joined by three in-state 
partners – the West Vir-
ginia Nonprofi t Associa-
tion, Philanthropy West 
Virginia and AARP West 
Virginia.

“Charity Fraud Aware-
ness Week is an annual 
opportunity for us to fo-
cus everyone’s attention 
on the tremendous and 
positive impact charita-
ble giving has on West 
Virginia,” Warner said. 
“It’s important that we 
all work together to make 
sure that donations made 
by our citizens are made 
to legitimate and properly 
registered charities. I am 
pleased to work with the 
attorney general, AARP 
and leaders of our non-
profi t business communi-
ty to keep charity scams 
out of West Virginia.”

Those concerned about 
the legitimacy of a specif-
ic charity or organization 
should confi rm it is regis-
tered to solicit donations 
in West Virginia. That in-
formation can be accessed 
through the West Virginia 
Secretary of State’s Of-
fi ce.

International Charity 
Fraud Awareness Week 
continues through Friday, 
Oct. 25. The coordinated 
effort strives to help char-
ities and consumers avoid 
charity fraud and promote 

wise giving.
Both offi ces are partic-

ipating with the National 
Association of State 
Charities Offi cials, the 
Federal Trade Commis-
sion and other U.S. part-
ners, in addition to the 
Charities Commission 
for England & Wales, 
Australian Charities and 
Not-for-profi ts Com-
mission, Charity Com-
mission for Northern 
Ireland, New Zealand 
Charities Service, and 
the Offi ce of the Scottish 
Regulator among other 
non-governmental par-
ticipants.

Any West Virgin-
ian solicited to donate 
to a charity they think 
may be fraudulent can 
contact the attorney 
general’s Consumer 
Protection Division at 
1-800-368-8808, the 
Eastern Panhandle Con-
sumer Protection Offi ce 
in Martinsburg at 304-
267-0239 or visit the 
offi ce online at www.
wvago.gov.

Three Detroit, Mich. 
residents and one West 
Virginia woman have ad-
mitted to their roles in a 
drug distribution opera-
tion, U.S. Attorney Bill 
Powell announced.

Konshawntas Boyd, 
39, of Detroit, pleaded 
guilty to one count of 
maintaining a drug-in-
volved premises. 

Boyd, a nurse practi-
tioner, admitted that she 
had an apartment locat-
ed in Barrington North 

Apartments in Morgan-
town for the purpose of 
distributing oxycodone 
from September 2016 to 
March 2017.

Devante Maddox, 27, 
and Michael Wesley, 47, 
also known as “Black” 
and “Big Flea,” each 
pleaded guilty to one 
count of distribution of 
oxycodone.” Maddox 
and Wesley admitted to 
selling oxycodone in Jan-
uary 2017 in Monongalia 
County.

Tiffany Edwards, 37, of 
Westover, pleaded guilty 
to one count of money 
laundering conspiracy. 

Edwards admitted to 
handling fi nancial trans-
actions that involved 
money made from the 
distribution of oxyco-
done from the summer 
of 2013 to June 2017 in 
Monongalia County and 
elsewhere.

Maddox and Wesley 
each face up to 20 years 
incarceration and a 

fi ne of up to $1 million. 
Boyd and Edwards each 
face up to 20 years incar-
ceration and a fi ne of up 
to $500,000. Under the 
federal sentencing guide-
lines, the actual sentence 
imposed will be based 
upon the seriousness of 
the offenses and the prior 
criminal history, if any, of 
the defendant.

Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney Zelda E. Wesley is 

prosecuting the cases on 
behalf of the government. 
The Mon Metro Drug and 
Violent Crime Drug Task 
Force, a HIDTA-funded 
initiative, led the inves-
tigation. The task force 
consists of the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administra-
tion. the Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives, the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investiga-
tion, Monongalia County 

Sheriff’s Offi ce, Morgan-
town Police Department, 
the Star City Police De-
partment, the West Vir-
ginia State Police, the 
West Virginia University 
Police Department, the 
Granville Police Depart-
ment, and the Mononga-
lia County Prosecuting 
Attorney’s Offi ce. U.S. 
Magistrate Judge Michael 
John Aloi presided.

West Virginia kicks off 
International Charity 
Fraud Awareness week

Four admit to roles in oxycodone distribution operation

In what many Keyser 
offi cials are calling a hap-
py ending, the historical 
Alkire mansion in Key-
ser was sold on the auc-
tion block to Burlington 
United Methodist Family 
Services.

The sale of the land-
mark caused controversy 
in Mineral County af-
ter the city declared the 
building too expensive 
for the municipality to 
restore. As a result, the 
mansion was put up for 
auction. Multiple citizens 
expressed concerns about 
the future of the building, 

with the sale even includ-
ing regulations on the 
preservation of the home. 

However, in a posi-
tive turn of events, the 
pre-Civil War landmark 
will soon serve as a home 
to children in the care of 
Burlington United Meth-
odist Family Services. 
As many as seven young 
men will inhabit the man-
sion.

The youths are typical-
ly housed on the Burling-
ton Campus; however, the 
service has said the house 
will be a more communi-
ty-interactive home.

The house is located 
next to the Mill Mead-
ow Park, which boasts a 
ballfi eld and walking 
trails, which will 
allow the 
boys (ages 
12 to 17) 
to enjoy 
the area 
while in 
the care 
of the 
home.

The Bur-
lington Unit-
ed Methodist Family 
Services is an agency 
that works with infants, 

young children, parents 
and adults and provides 
a plethora of services, in-
cluding  residential pro-

grams and in-
home visits. 
They also 

provide 
licensed 
s o c i a l 
w o r k -
ers who 

w o r k 
t h r o u g h -

out the com-
munity.

In the coming days, 
the mansion will be re-
furbished, including 

electrical and plumbing 
replacements and the in-
stallation of a new fi re 
alarm system. 

The agency purchased 
the home for $25,000, 
which was the minimum 
starting price at the auc-
tion. The renovation is 
estimated to cost approx-
imately $250,000. While 
the number may seem 
steep, the agency ex-
plained the construction 
of a new facility would 
cost approximately $1.2 
million. This action al-
lows them to not only 
be part of the history of 

Keyser but also provide 
a unique and communi-
ty-centered home for the 
boys in their care. 

Following the purchase 
a representative from the 
agency said they were 
told by several auction 
attendees that they would 
not bid against BUMFS if 
they chose to purchase it. 
Michael Price, the chief 
executive offi cer of Bur-
lington United Methodist 
Family Services said he 
was touched by their ac-
tions and that it said a lot 
about the kindness of the 
community. 

A happy ending: Burlington United Methodist Family 
Services purchases Keyser landmark at auction
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“And now, friends, we ask you to honor those leaders who work so hard 
for you, who have been given the responsibility of urging and guiding you 

along in your obedience. Overwhelm them with appreciation and love! 
Get along among yourselves, each of you doing your part.”

I Thessalonians 5:12-13  The Message
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For their 
homecom-

ing game, 
the Petersburg 

High School Vi-
kings faced off against 
the Frankfort Falcons.  
The game ultimately went 
to the Falcons, who out-

scored the Vikings 35-6.
The Falcons picked up 

two touchdowns in the fi rst 
period, setting the score at 
14-0 moving into the sec-
ond. They continued their 
lead in the second, grab-
bing another two touch-
downs over the Vikings and 
setting the halftime score at 
35-0. 

The second half of the 
game saw the Vikings step 
up their defensive stride, 
locking the Falcons down 

and, following a hard-
fought push, move the ball 
two within just a few yards 
of their end zone by the end 
of the third. 

While the quarter ended 
before the Vikings could 
move the scoreboard, they 
went into the fi nal quarter 
just four yards outside of 
their goal. 

After a solid pass to Vi-
king Jacob Landis, the Vi-
kings put their fi rst touch-
down on the board and 

moved the score to its fi nal 
35-6 just eight seconds into 
the fourth quarter.

With three games left 
in their season, the loss to 
Frankfort moved the Vi-
kings to a 3-4 record for the 
season. They will next take 
on the Moorefi eld High 
School Yellow Jackets this 
Friday at 7 p.m. in the an-
nual Summit Bowl. 

Frankfort Falcons fl y away with PHS 
Vikings’ homecoming game, 35-6

During their homecoming game, 
the Vikings wore special decals in 
honor of their teammate who was 
injured in a hunting accident earli-
er this month and will likely be out 
the remainder of the season.

Homecoming Queen 
candidates Carly Coo-
per, Bryanna Moreland, 
Kaitlyn Koontz and 
Klowie Schultz with 
Homecoming Queen 
Shayla Whiteman and 
underclassmen prin-
cesses Jenna Burgess, 
Anna Goldizen and Ka-
tie Green.

Homecoming King 
candidates Abel 
Carvajal Perez, Jeb 
Kuykendall, Dalton 
Lough, Kahner Turn-
er with Homecoming 
King Dawson Tin-
gler.
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The Governor’s One 
Shot Hunt - an antlerless 
deer hunting event that 
provides a source of fund-
raising and venison for the 
West Virginia Division of 
Natural Resources Hunt-
ers Helping the Hungry 
(HHH) program – has 
been scheduled for Oct. 
26 at Stonewall Resort in 
Lewis County.

“I’ve been a hunter all 
my life and I know our 
natural resources, like our 
deer, are phenomenal,” 
Gov. Jim Justice said. 
“There are so many people 
who really enjoy hunting, 
but the appetite for veni-
son might not be there. So 
we give them this incredi-
ble alternative.”

As of last year’s deer 
seasons, generous hunt-
er donations of venison 
have topped the 1 mil-
lion-pound mark since the 
inception of the program 
in 1992.

According to DNR’s 
Wildlife Resources Sec-
tion, hunters have donated 
26,387 deer, making up 
1,003,202 pounds of ven-
ison for 1,349,660 meals.

“This is a signifi cant 
milestone for this worthy 

program, and we expect 
it will continue through 
this fall’s hunting seasons 
and beyond,” said DNR 
Director Stephen S. Mc-
Daniel. “Although DNR 
sponsors this program, its 
success depends not only 
upon venison donations, 
but also upon the mone-
tary donations and spon-
sorships re-
quired to 
administer it. 
We thank ev-
eryone who 
cont r ibutes 
to this pro-
gram for the 
benefi t of 
our less-for-
tunate citizens 
who depend upon 
HHH to provide 
what is likely their only 
source of red meat during 
the year.”

The West Virginia De-
partment of Agriculture 
also plays an active role 
in this program through its 
regulation of the process-
ing facilities. Commis-
sioner of Agriculture Kent 
Leonhardt is encouraging 
more hunters to participate 
in 2019.

“Last year, hunters 

heard our call by donating 
the highest number of deer 
since 2013. Those dona-
tions led to an additional 
32,000 meals available 
to West Virginia’s most 
needy,” said Commission-
er Leonhardt. “This year 
we need more hunters to 
step up to the challenge. 
Help us serve even more 

West Virgin-
ians.”

H u n t e r s 
who decide 
to participate 
in the pro-
gram take 
their deer to a 
participating 

meat proces-
sor, where the 

processor grinds, 
packages and freezes 

the venison. From there, 
participating food banks 
pick up the venison and 
distribute it to the needy 
through their statewide 
network of 600 charitable 
food pantries, soup kitch-
ens, senior centers, shel-
ters, community centers, 
orphanages, missions, and 
churches.

There is considerable 
interest in the program, 
but the DNR is restricted 
from using sportsmen’s 
license dollars to fund 
the program. Therefore, 
the DNR must rely on the 
generosity of concerned 
individuals, businesses, 
conservation organiza-
tions, foundations, and 
churches.

The HHH program is a 
cooperative effort that in-
volves the DNR, hunters, 
meat processors, the West 
Virginia Department of 
Agriculture, Mountain-
eer Food Bank, Facing 
Hunger Foodbank, and a 
statewide network of more 
than 600 food pantries, 
shelters, churches, chil-
dren’s homes and similar 
groups.

For more information 
about the Hunters Help-
ing the Hungry Program, 
including a list of partic-
ipating meat processors, 
visit the DNR website at 
www.wvdnr.gov or call 
the DNR district offi ce in 
French Creek at 304-924-
6211.

Governor’s annual One Shot Hunt to help 
fund Hunters Helping the Hungry 
scheduled for Oct. 26 at Stonewall Resort

ODD COUPLES MIXED LEAGUE

Team standings: Vetter’s Guns & Ammo 26 – 10, 
Terminators 23 - 13, Strike Force 22 – 14, WELD 21 
– 15, The Wild Bunch 18 – 18, Pepsi Kids 18 – 18, 
Misfi ts 16 – 20, Livin on a Spare 13.5 – 22.5, Traitors 
13.5 – 22.5, Yokum’s 9 - 27.

High Game  Men (Scratch): Richie Burgess 223, 
Roger Earle 223, Larry Walp 216, Larry Ware 216; 
(Handicap): Richie Burgess 246, Tim Hedrick 246, 
Larry Ware 235.

High Series Men (Scratch): Larry Walp 587, Roger 
Earle and, Clayton Laub 573; (Handicap): Tim He-
drick 666, Clayton Laub 660, Devin Keplinger 641.

High Average (Men): Roger Earle 193.56, Larry 
Walp 186.26, Troy McGreevy 175.48.

High Game  Women (Scratch): Tonya Keplinger 
214, Dee Anna McDonald 203, Denise McGreevy 
182; (Handicap): Tonya Keplinger 248, Dee Anna 
McDonald 231, Denise McGreevy 228.

High Series Women (Scratch): Dee Anna McDon-
ald and Tonya Keplinger 565, Denise McGreevy 481; 
(Handicap): Tonya Keplinger 667, Dee Anna Mc-
Donald 649, Denise McGreevy 619.

High Average (Women): Carissa Michael 169.56, 
Dee Anna McDonald 168.22, Sarah Earle 164.14.  
                                                                10/8

THURSDAY NIGHT MEN’S LEAGUE

Team Standings: Strike Force 26 – 6, Builders Cen-
ter 24 – 8, Vetter’s Mini Mart 16 – 16, Petersburg Oil 
Company 15 – 17, Country Cars & Trucks 15 – 17, 
Pepsi Cola 14 - 18, Golden Lanes 11 – 21.

High  Game  (Scratch): Tyler Halterman 246, Troy 
McGreevy 246, Larry Walp 231, Tim Hedrick 224, 
Clint Vandevander 220; (Handicap): Tyler Halterman 
280, Troy McGreevy 263, Time Hedrick 256, Larry 
Walp 243, Eric Hartman 234.

High  Series (Scratch): Troy McGreevy 644, Larry 
Walp 613, Clint Vandevander 605, Tyler Halterman 
585, Tim Hedrick 578; (Handicap): Troy McGreevy 
695, Tyler Halterman 687, Eric Hartman 677, Tim 
Hedrick 674, Jon Hedrick 662.

High  Average: Andrew Kesner 228.67, Clint Van-
devander 201.67, Gary Leatherman 194.04, Larry 
Ware 189.54, Larry Walp 187.38.                       10/10

SBVW
High game: DeeAnna McDonald 191, Christina 

Everly and Kay Leslie 167. High series: DeeAnna 
McDonald 512, Kathy Vance 456 and Kay Leslie 455. 
High average: DeeAnna McDonald 180, Kay Leslie 
and Teresa Barr 145 and Tina Bible 142. 9/30

High game: Tina Bible 199, DeeAnna McDonald 
182 and Sheri Arbogast 170. High series: DeeAnna 
McDonald 498, Tina Bible 479 and Christina Ever-
ly 456. High average: DeeAnna McDonald 177, Tina 
Bible 146 and Kay Leslie 143. 10/7

High game: DeeAnna McDonald 210, Tina Bible 
184 and Kay Leslie 177. High series: Kay Leslie 503, 
DeeAnna McDonald 497, and Tina Bible 479. High 
average: DeeAnna McDonald 175, Tina Bible 148 
and Kay Leslie 147. 10/14

Golden Lanes Bowling Results

By: John Antonik
West Virginia 
University

On Oct. 19, Jalen Hurts 
threw three touchdown 
passes and ran for two 
more to lead fi fth-ranked 
Oklahoma to a 52-14 vic-
tory over West Virginia 
here at Gaylord Family – 
Oklahoma Memorial Sta-
dium in Norman, Ok.

Hurts’ immense talents 
were on display Saturday, 
the Houston resident com-
pleting 16-of-17 passes 
for 316 yards and running 
10 times for 75 yards be-
fore giving way to backup 
Tanner Mordercai on the 
Sooners’ second offensive 
possession of the fourth 
quarter and the game well 
in hand.

Hurts led OU to touch-
downs on four straight 
possessions in the fi rst and 
second quarters to take a 
28-14 lead into the locker 
room at halftime, and then 
directed a 21-point third 
quarter outburst to blow 
the game open.

Eight of Hurts’ 16 com-
pletions went for at least 
20 yards as the Sooner of-
fense got yardage in large 
chunks. All six Oklahoma 

Fifth-
ranked 
Sooners 
too much 
for WVU

See WVU, page 3B

on pr
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 RICHARDSON  ESTATE
 446 Sweet Pea Lane, Mt. Storm WV 26739

 (Turn off U.S. Route 50 West 1 mile at Calvary Temple)
 Acetylene/oxygen torches w/cart, 2-3 section Craftsman tool chest & 
 boxes, IR impact socket set, 4-Craftsman combination wrench sets, C 
 clamps, drill bits, crescent wrenches, channel locks, hammer, screw 
 drivers, drop cords, chain hoist, 2 ton floor jack, Eagle gas cans, 
 Craftsman 20 gal. 5 hp. air compressor, jack stands, Ridgid pipe vise, 
 bench vise, fuel oil pump, aluminum ramps, oxygen tanks, time clock, 
 Sears battery charger, portable air tank, large drill bits, Craftsman 145 
 pc. tools, Milwaukee hack saw, Milwaukee sander/grinder, Milwaukee 
 ½” drill, nut & bolt cabinet, steel stock, Makita grinder, tool boxes, 
 Craftsman 6 speed 24hp. riding mower, Poulan pole saw, cement 
 mixer (new), Dewalt angle drill, Wilton vise, Stihl o26Pro chain saw, 
 Airens 7 hp. snow blower, 10’X20’ truck bed for storage, Makita 
 circular saw, 7 hp Intek pressure sprayer, 20 & 30 gun safes, AC E-
 vac pump, Xnap-cap pick-up cap, crab traps, crab cook pots, Cabelas 
 turkey fryer, tanning bed, beer signs, lanterns, blow torches, green 
 jars, oak wash stand w/towel bar, Silvertone floor model radio, Harley 
 Davidson parts, rattle snakes (1 8” diamond back), Coleman coolers, 
 7 cases of pint & 9 cases of quart jars (new), 7 55 gallon plastic 
 barrels, Mirro 22 qt. pressure cooker, blower & forge, motorcycle 
 stand, early hand tools, 550 gallon sugar water evaporator, parts 
 bath, Samsung flat TV, girls Disney TV, cross cut saw, Coke box, 4 
 assorted size CI pots, large CI skillet, Troy Bilt 6.5 hp. mulching 
 mower, gas grill, Char-grill grill-smoker, 5 gallon crock, many assorted 
 sheet metal pipes & fittings, model D horse drawn mowing machine, 
 patio tables & chairs, butter churn, candle stick phone, treadle sewing 
 machine, Miller grandfather clock, Samsung flat TV w/stand, leather 
 sofa, oak kitchen clock, 4 oil lamps, 7 8 day mantel clocks, charcoal 
 iron, teapots, ammo, plus many other items too numerous to mention

 www.auctionzip.com #1346
 Henline Auction Sales

 Tom Henline WV# 368, Mike Hartsell WV# 75
 304-698-6061

 Milton Welling, Owner

 Saturday,
 Oct. 26
 10 a.m.

 ESTATE
 AUCTION

Lacey Moyers made her 100th strikeout for the travel 
ball season. She plays for Tri-County Heat and is the 
daughter of Mike and Gwen Moyers of Maysville.

For the 100th time ...

WVU
Continued from 2B

touchdowns from the 
offense came on pos-
sessions lasting 3:39 or 
shorter, including three in 
two minutes or fewer.

Hurts’ touchdown pass-
es covered distances of 
20 yards to running back 
Jeremiah Hall, 6 yards to 
Charleston Rambo and 46 
yards to Lee Morris.

His two touchdown 
runs were from distances 
of 2 and 22 yards.

OU’s other touchdowns 
came from running back 
Kennedy Brooks, a 
9-yarder, and a blocked 
punt by Braden Willis 
that was recovered in the 
back of the end zone by 
reserve tight end Austin 
Stogner late in the third 
quarter.

One possession later 
at the beginning of the 
fourth quarter, the Soon-
ers broke the 50-point 
barrier for the 25th time 
since 2015 when Gabe 
Brkic punched through a 
29-yard fi eld goal.

The Sooners had the 
ball at the WVU 1, but 
Hurts bobbled the third-
down snap from Creed 
Humphrey and was 
hauled down by Josh 
Norwood for an 11-yard 
loss.

The only other misplay 
by Oklahoma came in the 
fi rst half when the Sooner 
Schooner took a wide turn 
and the wagon carrying 
some of the Oklahoma 
cheerleaders fell over and 
the wheels came off. For-
tunately, no one appeared 
to be seriously injured.

West Virginia’s two 
touchdowns came in the 
second quarter and were 

the result of Austin Ken-
dall passes to T.J. Sim-
mons.

The fi rst touchdown 
followed Josh Growden’s 
successful fake punt 
when he completed a 
pass to Dante Bonamico 
for 7 yards to the WVU 
38. Five plays later, on 
fourth and 6, Kendall hit 
Simmons in stride to the 
near side of the fi eld and 
he broke a tackle at the 
25 to run 38 yards for a 
touchdown.

That score trimmed 
O k l a h o m a ’s 
lead to 14-7.

S i m m o n s ’ 
second score 
came right before 
the end of the second 
quarter to reduce OU’s 
lead to 28-14. A Kendall 
19-yard pass to freshman 
Bryce Wheaton moved 
the football to the Sooner 
32. Another Kendall pass 
to Sam James for 7 yards 
gave the Mountaineers a 
fi rst down at the Sooner 
19.

Oklahoma was penal-
ized for pass interference 
on the next play, putting 
the ball at the 4 with the 
game clock winding in-
side of a minute remain-
ing in the half. A Leddie 
Brown run for a loss of 3 
and an incomplete Kend-
all pass forced Brown to 
use a timeout with 29 sec-
onds left.

Kendall’s next pass 
went to Simmons, who 
worked himself free in 
the back of the end zone 
for a 7-yard touchdown. 
Kendall was able to buy 
some extra time in the 
pocket to allow Simmons 
to get open. Simmons 
fi nished the game with a 
team-best six catches for 
74 yards.

West Virginia played 
the entire second half 
without leading tackler 
Josh Chandler, who suf-
fered what appeared to 
be a leg injury while at-
tempting to tackle CeeD-
ee Lamb during a second 
quarter punt.

“We’re playing a lot of 
young kids right now and 
we’ve got a lot of people 
hurt,” Brown said. “If 
you look at it, Josh Chan-
dler, arguably our best 
defensive player, goes out 
(in the fi rst half) today. 

We played the 
whole second 
quarter with 
a walk-on at 
corner (Devan 
Wade) and it’s 
kind of where 

we’re at.
Oklahoma out-

gained West Virginia 
560 to 242 and had 25 
fi rst downs to the Moun-
taineers’ 15. OU gained 
363 yards through the air 
and 197 on the ground.

Kendall, returning 
to Oklahoma where he 
spent three years backing 
up Heisman Trophy win-
ners Baker Mayfi eld and 
Kyler Murray, completed 
15-of-31 passes for 182 
yards before giving way 
to redshirt freshman Trey 
Lowe III in the fourth 
quarter.

Lowe completed both 
of his pass attempts for 2 
yards and also ran three 
times for 12 yards.

West Virginia once 
again had great diffi -
culty getting anything 

at all from its run game. 
Brown, making his fi rst 
career start, carried the 
ball 16 times for 28 yards 
and his longest run from 
scrimmage was just 7 
yards. Lowe’s 13-yard 
run in the fourth quar-
ter with mostly backups 
in the game at that time 
was WVU’s longest carry 
from scrimmage.

The loss drops West 
Virginia’s record to 3-4 
overall and 1-3 in the 
Big 12. It was the Moun-
taineers’ eighth straight 
defeat at the hands of 
the Sooners since West 
Virginia began playing 
Big 12 football games in 
2012; WVU is now 2-10 
all-time against Oklaho-
ma in a series that dates 
back to 1958.

The victory boosts 
Oklahoma’s record to 7-0 
with a meeting at Kansas 
State on the horizon next 
Saturday.

West Virginia does not 
play again until Thursday, 
Oct. 31, at 18th-ranked 
Baylor in a game that will 
be televised nationally on 
ESPN.

“We’ve had an ex-
tremely tough last three 
weeks and we get a little 
break here before we play 
these last fi ve,” Brown 
said. “We’re going to get 
a couple of these guys 
back hopefully and then 
we’ve got to fi nish the 
season in the right way. 
We’ve got to make steady 
improvement as we go.”

Monongahela National 
Forest is closing four ar-
eas in the Cheat-Potomac 
Ranger District to all pub-
lic entry during helicopter 
timber sale operations in 
the Twelve Mile Timber 
Sale area. This closure 
begins October 28 and 
could last several months. 
The closure is necessary 
to ensure public safety 
during timber sale opera-
tions. When helicopter op-
erations are complete, the 
area will reopen to public 
use.

The closed areas are 
north and west of Lead 
Mine in Preston and Tuck-
er counties. Two areas of 
National Forest System 
land are included along 
Hile Run and one area 
each in Thunderstruck and 
Twelve Mile/Tanner Runs.

Travelers on State 
Routes 5, 7, and 9 may 
encounter fl aggers when 
the helicopter is operating 
adjacent to or over these 
roads. Heavy log truck 
traffi c is expected during 
times of active logging 
operations. Use caution 
when driving in this area.

Helicopter logging op-
erations will shut down 
and the area will open for 
public use from Monday, 
November 25, to Satur-
day, November 30, for the 
Thanksgiving holiday and 
fi rst week of deer season. 

For a map of the closed 
area and the latest project 
information, visit the pub-
lic website at https://www.
fs.usda.gov/mnf/ or call 
the Cheat-Potomac Ranger 
District at 304-478-2000.

Monongahela National 
Forest to close area
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WVU BSN Class of 2022 participates in white coat, 
pledge ceremony at Potomac State College

Front: Dr. April Shapiro - nursing chair, Kayla Veach (Petersburg), Katrina 
Roxas (Falling Waters), Kylie Crites (Moorefi eld), Sarah Hott (Petersburg), Av-
ery Shanholtz (Keyser), Hannah Dorsey (Ridgeley), Andrea Kimble (Swanton, 
Md.), Chelsea Ketterman (Burlington), Rachel Raschella - program assistant and 
Dr. Tara Hulsey, WVU Vice President for Health and Wellness and Dean for the 
School of Nursing.

Center: Dr. Diana Niland, - nursing faculty, Allison Bennett (Riverton), Sarah 
Mullenax (Petersburg), Brooke Ketterman (Baker), Cheyenne Kisamore (Riv-
erton), Makayla Harman (Petersburg), Felicia Gano (Keyser), Tanner Minney 
(Keyser), Sarah Billmeyer (Romney), Linda Shroyer - nursing faculty and Heath-
er Coddington - nursing faculty.

Back: Matthew Hottle - nursing faculty, Veronica Smith (Keyser), Holly Buck-
el (Frostburg, Md.), Ryan Irvine (Greenbank), Benjamin Ritz (Springfi eld), John 
Owens (New Creek), Seth Leedom (Ridgeley), Julie Fertig (Keyser), Bethany 
Jones (Keyser) and Dr. Mary Beth McCloud - nursing faculty.

The WVU School of 
Nursing BSN Program 
Class of 2022, located on 
the WVU Potomac State 
College campus, in Key-
ser, recently participated 
in their white coat and 
pledge ceremony.  

The purpose of the cer-
emony is to celebrate stu-
dents’ entry into the study 
of nursing and highlight 
their commitment to pro-
fessionalism, humanism  
and compassion in their 
clinical studies. 

Additionally, students 
were given a humanism 
pin to remind them of the 
commitment they are mak-
ing. This year, the ceremo-
ny was made possible by 
a grant from the Arnold P. 
Gold Foundation-Amer-

ican Association of Col-
leges of Nurses.

To learn more about the 
BSN program, call 304-
788-7175, email ashap-
iro@hsc.wvu.edu or visit 
potomacstatecollege.edu.

The Grant County 
WVU Extension offi ce 
will have their fourth an-
nual trunk-or-treat event 
Thursday, Oct. 31, from 
5 - 7 p.m. in the parking 

lot of the Grant Coun-
ty Courthouse on North 
Grove Street.

Car spaces are avail-
able and free to all orga-
nizations in Grant Coun-

ty and all Grant County 
youth are invited to attend.

For more information 
contact 4-H agent Alex 
Coffman at Alexandra.
Coffman@mail.wvu.edu 
or call the offi ce at 304-
257-4688 if you are inter-
ested in registering a car/
booth. Cars should arrive 
between 4-4:30 p.m.

Last year, approximate-
ly 650 trick-or-treaters 
turned out for the event.



NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE

NOTICE OF TRUST-
EE’S SALE and Notice of 
the Benefi ciary/Servicer’s 
election to sell property is 
hereby given pursuant to 
and by virtue of the author-
ity vested in the Trustee 
by that certain Deed of 
Trust executed by Jeffrey 
A. Funk and Tammy S. 
Lewis to Robert D. Lew-
is, Trustee, dated June 
28, 1994, of record in the 
Offi ce of the Clerk of the 
County Commission of 
Grant County, West Vir-
ginia, in Book 114, at Page 
691. Bailey & Slotnick, 
PLLC was appointed as 
Trustee by SUBSTITU-
TION OF TRUSTEE dated 
May 7, 2019, of record in 
the Clerk’s Offi ce in Book 
288, at Page 326. The bor-
rower defaulted under the 
Note and Deed of Trust 
and the Trustee has been 
instructed to foreclose un-
der those Deeds of Trust. 
Accordingly, the Trustee 
will sell the following de-
scribed property to the 
highest bidder at the front 
door of the Courthouse of 
Grant County, in Peters-
burg, West Virginia, on:

THURSDAY, 
OCTOBER 24, 2019, AT 

9:30 O’CLOCK A.M. 
All that certain tract 

or parcel of real estate, 
together with the im-

provements thereon and 
the appurtenances there-
unto belonging, situate 
in Milroy District, Grant 
County, West Virginia, on 
what is commonly known 
as Scott’s Ridge near the 
City of Petersburg, West 
Virginia, and being more 
particularly described as 
follows:

LOT NO. 9:  Beginning 
at a stake on the East side 
of Hedrick Drive in the 
Hedrick Subdivision No. 
1, said stake also being a 
corner of Lot No. 8, thence 
S 37° 31′ W 100 feet to a 
stake, corner to Lot No. 10 
in said Subdivision, thence 
S 52° 30′ E 200 feet to a 
stake in the old VanMeter 
line, corner to Lot No. 10, 
thence with VanMeter line 
N 37° 30′ E 100 feet to a 
stake, corner to Lot No. 8, 
thence N 52° 30′ W 200 
feet to the beginning, con-
taining 20,000 square feet. 

This is the same prop-
erty conveyed unto Jeffrey 
A. Funk and Tammy S. 
Lewis from The United 
States of America by Deed 
dated June 23, 1994, of 
record in the Clerk’s Offi ce 
in Deed Book 186, at Page 
376.  

TERMS OF SALE:
1) The property will 

be conveyed in an “AS IS” 
physical condition by Deed 
containing no warranty, 
express or implied, subject 

to the Internal Revenue 
Service right of redemp-
tion, all property taxes, 
prior Deeds, liens, reser-
vations, encumbrances, 
restrictions, rights-of-
ways, easements, cove-
nants, conveyances and 
conditions of record in the 
Clerk’s offi ce or affecting 
the subject property.  

2) The Purchaser shall 
be responsible for the pay-
ment of the transfer taxes 
imposed by the West Vir-
ginia Code § 11-22-2. 

3) The Benefi ciary 
and/or the Servicer of the 
Deed of Trust and Note re-
serve the right to submit a 
bid for the property at sale. 

4) The Trustee re-
serves the right to con-
tinue sale of the subject 
property from time to time 
by written or oral procla-
mation, which continuance 
shall be in the sole discre-
tion of the Trustee.  

5) The Trustee shall 
be under no duty to cause 
any existing tenant or per-
son occupying the proper-
ty to vacate the property, 
and any personal property 
and/or belongings remain-
ing at the property after 
the foreclosure sale will 
be deemed to constitute 
ABANDONED PROP-
ERTY AND WILL BE 
DISPOSED OF ACCORD-
INGLY.

6) The total pur-

chase price is payable to 
the Trustee by cashier’s 
check, cash or the equiv-
alent within thirty (30) 
days of the date of sale, 
with ten percent (10%) of 
the total purchase price 
payable to the Trustee at 
sale by cashier’s check, 
cash or money order at the 
time and place of the sale. 
There will be no refund 
granted of any amount if 
the third party purchaser 
elects not to purchase the 
property for any reason. 
Minimum acceptable bid 
will be $41,709.00. 

7) For more infor-
mation on this property, 
please see listing on the 
PROPERTIES FOR SALE 
WEBSITE: https://prop-
erties.sc.egov.usda.gov/
resales/public/home. 

Given under my hand 
this 1st day of October, 
2019.   

BAILEY & SLOTNICK, 
PLLC-TRUSTEE

By: Marc J. Slotnick, 
Member

500 Virginia Street East, 
Suite 600

Charleston, West Virgin-
ia 25301

Phone: (304) 346-1800
WV State Bar No. 5956

10/15-10/22__________
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 

SALE
NOTICE OF TRUST-

EE’S SALE and Notice of 
the Benefi ciary/Servicer’s 
election to sell property is 
hereby given pursuant to 
and by virtue of the author-
ity vested in the Trustee 
by that certain Deed of 
Trust executed by Gary 
W. Shanholtz and Patri-
cia Shanholtz to John C. 
Musgrave, Trustee, dated 
July 8, 1987, of record in 
the Offi ce of the Clerk of 
the County Commission 
of Grant County, West Vir-
ginia, in Book 84, at Page 
567. Bailey & Slotnick, 
PLLC was appointed as 
Trustee by SUBSTITU-
TION OF TRUSTEE dated 
May 7, 2019, of record in 
the Clerk’s Offi ce in Book 
288, at Page 328. The bor-
rower defaulted under the 
Note and Deed of Trust 
and the Trustee has been 
instructed to foreclose 
under 

those Deeds of Trust. 
Accordingly, the Trustee 
will sell the following de-
scribed property to the 
highest bidder at the front 
door of the Courthouse of 
Grant County, in Peters-
burg, West Virginia, on:

THURSDAY, 
OCTOBER 24, 2019, 

AT 9:45 O’CLOCK A.M. 
All that certain tract 

or parcel of real estate, 
together with any and all 

Oak fi rewood. Cut and 
split. Full size pickup load 
$80. Free LOCAL delivery. 
304-257-3097.
8/13tfn ______________
Firewood for sale. Call 
304-703-5657.
10/22-10/29f _________
PSE Thunder Bolt bow, 
completely setup w/BIGK-
ID 3D release, block target 
and extras. $200. Call 
304-538-7336.
10/15-10/22f _________
1993 GMC 2500 4x4, 
auto, 350 cu. in., ladder 
racks, new transmission. 
$2,700, 304-257-0272.
10/15-10/22f _________
Steel plates for 6x6 posts, 
drilled ready to use. 6 sets. 
$75 OBO. 304-749-7182. 
9/24tfn ______________
PSE Stiletto compound 
bow, comes w/ soft case, 
sights, silencer, etc. Red/
black. Asking $350. Call 
304-257-8166.
5/21tfnf______________
For Truck tail gate 97-02, 
some dents, no rust - $45, 
304-257-5066.
10/22-10/29f _________
New water pump 53-54 
Ford tractor, 304-257-
5066.
10/22-10/29f _________
WANTED: Ford parts 57-
58. Call 304-257-5066.
10/22-10/29f _________

3 br., 2 ba., unfurnished 
house, $750/mo. plus de-
posit. Call for application. 
304-257-0272.
10/15-11/5p __________
Mobile home lots for rent 
at Cedar Manor Trailer 
Court in Petersburg, WV. 
Inquiries call 304-668-
0730.
5/25tfn ______________
Garage for rent,  3,000 
square foot building many 
uses. Two 12 foot over 
head doors, 3 phase 
electric, compressed air, 
large parking, bathroom. 
Call 304-703-7292 leave 
message.
10/15-11/5p __________
2 br. house for rent in Pe-
tersburg area. No pets, 
security deposit required. 
304-851-7755 after 5 p.m.
10/15-10/22p _________
Mt. View St., Petersburg, 
2 br. house, $550/mo. plus 
deposit. 304-257-1369.
10/15tfn _____________
2 br. apt. $650/mo. plus 
deposit. All utilities includ-
ed. 304-257-1656.
9/24tfn ______________
2 br. trailer, $375 month. 
Call Randy 304-257-4114.
5/29tfn ______________

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY
All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is sub-

ject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act of 1968 which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or an 
intention, to make any 
such preference, limitation 
or discrimination.” This 
newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertis-
ing for real estate which 
is in violation of the law. 
Dwellings advertised here 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To com-
plain of discrimination, call 
HUD toll-free in West Vir-
ginia at 304-347-5216 or 
call toll free for the hearing 
impaired at TDD 1-800-
927-9275.
tfn__________________

Flooring: C&P Carpet 
Plus. 108 South Fork Rd., 
Moorefi eld. 304-538-6462. 
All of your fl ooring needs 
and in-stock items.
3/1tfn _______________
Septic Tanks pumped: 
M&M Septic Service. Call 
304-851-2037.
8/13tfn ______________
Seamless gutter installa-
tion. Call Vernon Harman 
Construction 304-257-
2509. Accepting credit 
cards.
2/23tfn ______________

Teddy Bear Daycare, Pe-
tersburg, has openings for 
children age 6 wks - 12 yrs 
of age. 304-257-5575.
11/18tfn _____________

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off and 0% fi nancing 
for those who qualify. Plus 
senior & military discounts. 
Call 1-844-295-2840.
10/22p ______________
GET NFL SUNDAY TICK-
ET FREE w/DirecTV 
Choice all-included pack-
age. $59.99/month for 
12 months. 185 channels 
plus thousands of shows/
movies on demand. Free 
Genie HD DVR upgrade. 
Call 1-844-373-2749 or 
satellitedealnow.com/wv-
press
10/22p ______________
Inventors - Free informa-
tion package. Have your 
product idea developed 
affordably by the research 
and development pros and 
presented to manufactur-
ers. Call 1-877-689-0664 
for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea 
for a free consultation.
10/22p ______________

Medical - grade hearing 
aids for less than $200! 
FDA- Registered. Crisp 
clear sound, state of the 
art features & no audiol-
ogist needed. Try it Risk 
Free for 45 days! Call 
1-888-701-4595.
10/22p ______________
Dental Insurance from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Not just a 
discount plan, real cover-
age for (350) procedures. 
Call 1-855-405-3412 for 
details. www.dental50plus.
com/press 6118-0219
10/22p ______________
Portable oxygen concen-
trator may be covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-
3943.
10/22p ______________
Save on Medicare sup-
plement insurance! Get 
a fast and free rate quote 
from Medicare.com. No 
cost! No obligation! Com-
pare quotes from major 
insurance cos. Operators 
standing by. Call 1-866-
242-1621.
10/22p ______________
AT&T Internet. Starting at 
$40/month w/12-mo agmt. 
Includes 1 TB of data per 
month. Get More For Your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. 
Ask us how to bundle and 
save! Geo & svc restric-
tions apply. Call us today 
1-888-920-3343 or visit 
www.more4yourthing.com/
WV
10/22p ______________

STAY IN YOUR HOME 
LONGER with an Amer-
ican Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to 
$1,500 off, including a 
free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and in-
stallation! Call us at 1-844-
331-8716 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/press
10/22p ______________
SPECTRUM TRIPLE 
PLAY! TV, Internet & Voice 
for $99.97/mo. Fastest In-
ternet. 100 MB per second 
speed. Free Primetime on 
Demand. Unlimited Voice. 
NO CONTRACTS. Call 
1-855-659-9619
10/22p ______________
Save on your next pre-
scription. World Health 
Link. Price match. Pre-
scriptions required. CIPA 
certifi ed. Over 1,500 med-
ications available. Call to-
day for a free price quote. 
1-866-701-7921. Call now!
10/22p ______________
HUGHESNET SATELLITE 
INTERNET - 25mbps 
starting at $49.99/mo! Get 
More Data   FREE Off-
Peak Data. FAST down-
load speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installa-
tion for lease customers! 
Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866
10/22p ______________
DISH Network $69.99 For 
190 Channels. Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY 
$14.95/month. Best Tech-
nology. Best Value. Smart 
HD DVR Included. FREE 
Installation. Some restric-
tions apply. Call 1-855-
736-4350
10/22p ______________

EARTHLINK HIGH 
SPEED INTERNET. As 
Low As $14.95/month (for 
the fi rst 3 months.) Re-
liable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 
1-866-305-7264
10/22p ______________
A place for mom. The na-
tion’s largest senior living 
referral service. Contact 
our trusted, local experts 
today! Our service is free/
no obligation. Call 1-855-
851-8289.
10/22p ______________
HANDS ON THE RIVER 
MASSAGE, Geraldine 
Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylvania Ave., Charleston, 
WV. Call (304) 541-9139 
for an appointment.
10/22p ______________
VIAGRA and CIALIS US-
ERS! Cut your drug costs! 
SAVE $$! 50 Pills for 
$99.00. FREE Shipping! 
100 Guaranteed and Dis-
creet. CALL  1-844-295-
2904
10/22p ______________
Unable to work due to inju-
ry or illness? Call Bill Gor-
don & Associates, Social 
Security Disability Attor-
neys! Free evaluation. Lo-
cal attorneys Nationwide 
1-800-912-3915. 
10/22p ______________

Friday, Oct. 25 & Sat., Oct. 
26, 9-? 109 Manor St., 
between Colts Restaurant 
and Mexican Restaurant, 

Moorefi eld. Furniture, 
linens, glassware, some 
collectibles, lots of kitchen-
ware, books, tools, cloth-
ing, including little girls, 24 
months to size 5, jewelry, 
purses, shoes, racing col-
lectibles, and lots of misc., 
Rain date following week-
end. Roger and Judy Pratt.
10/22p ______________
Dot’s What Not Shop, Rt. 
220, Hampshire, Hardy 
line, will be closing Nov. 2, 
open each Saturday, 9-4, 
bag sale clothes, China 
cupboards, glassware. 
304-289-3259.
10/15-10/22p _________
Garage sale: Grandview 
SD, across from American 
Legion, 815 Sunrise Dr., 
Oct. 25, 8 a.m.-? Oct. 26, 
am-? Winter clothes, baby 
clothes, Christmas decor, 
blue, gold, green glass-
ware, Pfaltzgraff dishes. 
10/22p ______________
Six family garage sale, 
Oct. 25 & 26, 8 a.m.- 5 
p.m., Oct. 27, 10 a.m.-
4 p.m. DVDs, blu-rays, 
Brother color printer/copi-
er/scanner/fax, new Ra-
punzel kid’s vanity, lamps, 
twin/full/queen comforters, 
sheets, rugs, blankets, 
pillows, canister set, 
glassware, fl ags, Avon, 
fall & Christmas decora-
tions, curtains, pictures, 
household items, jewelry, 
purses, men’s & women’s 
shoes, clothing: men’s 
S-XL, Women’s medium 
to plus size, girl’s clothing 
5-7, junior formal gowns, 
etc., Wanda Harman’s res-
idence, Monarch Heights.
10/22p ______________
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buildings, improvements, 
rights of ways and ap-
purtenances thereunto 
belonging, situate in Grant 
District, Grant County, 
West Virginia, and being 
more particularly de-
scribed as follows:

BEGINNING at a pin 
in the fence corner of the 
northwest corner Tract 
Two (16.3 acres) and on 
the east side of the Mor-
gantown East Road (co. 
5/7); thence running N 
67° 19’ E. 576.1 feet to 
pin; thence S 10 24’ 47” 
E. 205.98 feet to a pin; 
thence S 79° 05’ W. 417.0 
feet to a pin; thence S 56° 
29’ W, 160.0 feet to pin on 
the east side of Co. 5/7; 
thence with same N 9° 
57’ 150.0 feet to the BE-
GINNING, containing 2.0 
acres.

This is the same prop-
erty conveyed unto Gary 
W. Shanholtz by deed 
dated February 13, 1998, 
of record in the Clerk’s Of-
fi ce in Deed Book 201, at 
Page 325.  

TERMS OF SALE:
1) The property will 

be conveyed in an “AS IS” 
physical condition by Deed 
containing no warranty, 
express or implied, subject 
to the Internal Revenue 
Service right of redemp-
tion, all property taxes, 
prior Deeds, liens, reser-
vations, encumbrances, 
restrictions, rights-of-
ways, easements, cove-
nants, conveyances and 
conditions of record in the 
Clerk’s offi ce or affecting 
the subject property.  

2) The Purchaser shall 
be responsible for the pay-
ment of the transfer taxes 
imposed by the West Vir-
ginia Code § 11-22-2. 

3) The Benefi ciary 
and/or the Servicer of the 
Deed of Trust and Note re-
serve the right to submit a 
bid for the property at sale. 

4) The Trustee re-
serves the right to con-
tinue sale of the subject 
property from time to time 
by written or oral procla-
mation, which continuance 
shall be in the sole discre-
tion of the Trustee.  

5) The Trustee shall 
be under no duty to cause 
any existing tenant or per-
son occupying the proper-
ty to vacate the property, 
and any personal property 
and/or belongings remain-
ing at the property after 
the foreclosure sale will 
be deemed to constitute 
ABANDONED PROP-
ERTY AND WILL BE 
DISPOSED OF ACCORD-
INGLY.

6) The total purchase 
price is payable to the 
Trustee by cashier’s 
check, cash or the equiv-
alent within thirty (30) days 
of the date of sale, with ten 
percent (10%) of the total 
purchase price payable 
to the Trustee at sale by 
cashier’s check, cash or 
money order at the time 
and place of the sale. 
There will be no refund 
granted of any amount if 
the third party purchaser 
elects not to purchase the 
property for any reason. 
Minimum acceptable bid 
will be $6,698.00. 

7) For more infor-
mation on this property, 
please see listing on the 
PROPERTIES FOR SALE 
WEBSITE:

h t tps : / /p roper t ies .
sc.egov.usda.gov/resales/
public/home. 

Given under my hand 
this 1st day of October, 
2019. 

BAILEY & SLOTNICK, 
PLLC-TRUSTEE

By: Marc J. Slotnick, 
Member

500 Virginia Street East, 
Suite 600

Charleston, 
West Virginia 25301

Phone: (304) 346-1800
WV State Bar No. 5956

10/15-10/22_________
NOTICE OF 

FORECLOSURE 
COMMISSIONER’S 

SALE
NOTICE OF FORE-

CLOSURE COMMIS-
SIONER’S SALE, pur-
suant to powers vested 
in it by the Single Family 
Mortgage Foreclosure Act 
of 1994, 12 U.S.C. 3751 
et seq, by 24 CFR part 
27, subpart B and by the 
Secretary’s designation 
of Bailey & Slotnick as 
Foreclosure Commission-
er by FORECLOSURE 
COMMISSIONER DESIG-
NATION dated November 
7, 2017, recorded in the 
Offi ce of the Clerk of the 
County Commission of 
Grant County, West Virgin-
ia, in Book 289, at Page 
54, notice is hereby given 
that the borrower default-
ed under the Note and 
that certain Deed of Trust 
dated November 20, 2009, 
executed by Betty R. Brill 
to Mark Vieweg, Trustee, 
of record in the Clerk’s Of-
fi ce in Book 229, at Page 
647. This Deed of Trust 
was assigned from 1st 
Mariner Bank to MetLife 
Home Loans, a Division 
of MetLifeBank, N.A. by 
Assignment dated Novem-
ber 20, 2009, of record in 
the Clerk’s Offi ce in Book 
251, at Page 1, further be-
ing assigned from MetLife 
Home Loans, a Division 
of MetLifeBank, N.A. to 
Champion Mortgage Com-
pany by Assignment dated 
December 23, 2009, of 
record in the Clerk’s Offi ce 
in Book 262, at Page 493, 
and further being assigned 
from Champion Mortgage 
Company to The Secre-
tary of Housing and Urban 
Development, its succes-
sors and assigns, by As-
signment dated Septem-
ber 16, 2015, of record in 
the Clerk’s Offi ce in Book 
272, at Page 371, and the 
Foreclosure Commission-
er has been instructed to 
foreclose under the Deed 
of Trust. Accordingly, the 
Foreclosure Commission-
er will sell the following 
described property to the 
highest bidder at the front 
door of the Courthouse of 
Grant County, in Peters-
burg, West Virginia, on:

THURSDAY, 
OCTOBER 24, 2019, 

AT 9:00 O’CLOCK A.M.
All those certain lots 

or parcels of real estate, 
together with the improve-
ments thereon and the 
appurtenances thereunto 
belonging, being located 

and situate in Forman 
Addition to the Town of 
Petersburg, in Petersburg 
District, Grant County, 
West Virginia, and more 
particularly described as 
follows:

TRACT NO. 1: The 
eastern portion of Lot 
No. 47, and all improve-
ments thereon, situate in 
Forman Addition, Town of 
Petersburg, Grant County, 
West Virginia, and is more 
particularly described by 
metes and bounds as fol-
lows, to wit:

Beginning the south 
side of Fort Hill Avenue 
corner to original Schaef-
fer lot; thence with original 
line a south direction 66.8 
feet to the north east cor-
ner of Lot No. 48; thence 
with line of Lot No. 48 a 
west course 88 feet to a 
stake in the north line of 
said Lot No. 48; thence a 
north course crossing Lot 
No. 47, 62 feet to the north 
line of Lot No. 47 also the 
south line of Fort Hill Ave-
nue; thence with said line 
a east course to the Be-
ginning, containing 5,632 
square feet, more or less. 

TRACT NO. 2:  The 
eastern end or portion of 
the northern half of Lot No. 
48 as shown on a map or 
plat of Sub-Division No. 2 
of Forman Addition to the 
Town of Petersburg of 
record in the Offi ce of the 
Clerk of the County Court 
of Grant County, West 
Virginia, in Map Book No. 
1, page 5, which said east-
ern portions adjoins the 
real estate described in 
Paragraph 1 of this deed, 
which eastern portion of 
the northern half of Lot No. 
48 is described as follows:

Beginning at the 
southeast corner of Lot 
No. 47 of said Addition 
and with the east line of 
Lot No. 48 a distance of 25 
feet; thence with the lines 
of Lot No. 48 in a westerly 
direction so as to equally 
divide the area of Lot No. 
48 a distance of 88 feet; 
thence in a northerly direc-
tion 25 feet to the south-
west corner of the Nemor, 
Inc., a corporation, real 
estate and thence with the 
south line of the same 88 
feet to the Beginning, con-
taining 2,200 square feet, 
more or less. 

This is the same prop-
erty conveyed to Betty R. 
Brill from Barbara A. Hef-
ner by Deed dated Janu-
ary 4, 1989, of record in 
the Clerk’s Offi ce in Book 
159, at Page 515.

TERMS OF SALE:
1) The property will 

be conveyed in an “AS 
IS” physical condition by 
Deed containing no war-
ranty, express or implied, 
subject to the Internal 
Revenue Service right 
of redemption, all prop-
erty taxes, prior Deeds, 
liens, reservations, en-
cumbrances, restrictions, 
rights-of-ways, ease-
ments, covenants, con-
veyances and conditions 
of record in the Clerk’s of-
fi ce or affecting the subject 
property.  

2) The Purchaser shall 
be responsible for the pay-
ment of the transfer taxes 
imposed by the West Vir-

ginia Code § 11-22-2.
3) The Benefi ciary 

and/or the Servicer of the 
Deed of Trust and Note re-
serve the right to submit a 
bid for the property at sale. 

4) The Foreclosure 
Commissioner reserves 
the right to continue sale 
of the subject property 
from time to time by writ-
ten or oral proclamation, 
which continuance shall 
be in the sole discretion of 
the Trustee.  

5) The Foreclosure 
Commissioner shall be un-
der no duty to cause any 
existing tenant or person 
occupying the property 
to vacate the property, 
and any personal prop-
erty and/or belongings 
remaining at the proper-
ty after the foreclosure 
sale will be deemed to 
constitute ABANDONED 
PROPERTY AND WILL 
BE DISPOSED OF AC-
CORDINGLY.

6) The total pur-
chase price is payable 
to the Foreclosure Com-
missioner by cashier’s 
check, cash or money 
order within thirty (30) 
days of the date of sale 
with a minimum deposit 
of $17,000.00 payable to 
the Foreclosure Commis-
sioner by cashier’s check, 
cash or money order at the 
time and place of the sale. 
There will be no refund 
granted of any amount if 
the third-party purchaser 
elects not to purchase the 
property for any reason. 

7) The Secretary may 
grant an extension of time 
within which to deliver the 
remainder of the payment. 
All extensions will be for 
15-day increments for a 
fee of $500.00, paid in 
advance. The extension 
fee shall be in the form of 
a cashier’s check or mon-
ey order made payable to 
the Secretary of HUD. If 
the high bidder closes the 
sale prior to the expiration 
of any extension period, 
the unused portion of the 
extension fee shall be ap-
plied toward the amount 
due.

Given under my hand 
this 1st day of October, 
2019.

BAILEY & SLOTNICK, 
PLLC,

Foreclosure 
Commissioner

By: Marc J. Slotnick, 
Member

500 Virginia Street East, 
Suite 600

Charleston, 
West Virginia 25301

Phone: (304) 3461800
WV State Bar No. 5956

10/8-10/22__________
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 

SALE
NOTICE OF TRUST-

EE’S SALE and Notice of 
the Benefi ciary/Servicer’s 
election to sell property is 
hereby given pursuant to 
and by virtue of the author-
ity vested in the Trustee by 
that certain Deed of Trust 
executed by Kevin Fortner 
and Shanda D. Fortner to 
John C. Musgrave, Trust-
ee, dated June 28, 1991, 
of record in the Offi ce of 
the Clerk of the County 
Commission of Grant 
County, West Virginia, in 
Book 99, at Page 210. 

Bailey & Slotnick, PLLC 
was appointed as Trustee 
by SUBSTITUTION OF 
TRUSTEE dated June 
17, 2019, of record in the 
Clerk’s Offi ce in Book 289, 
at Page 218. The borrow-
er defaulted under the 
Note and Deed of Trust 
and the Trustee has been 
instructed to foreclose un-
der those Deeds of Trust. 
Accordingly, the Trustee 
will sell the following de-
scribed property to the 
highest bidder at the front 
door of the Courthouse of 
Grant County, in Peters-
burg, West Virginia, on:

THURSDAY, 
OCTOBER 24, 2019, AT 

9:15 O’CLOCK A.M. 
All of that certain tract 

or parcel of real estate, 
together with any and all 
buildings, improvements, 
rights of ways and ap-
purtenances thereunto 
belonging, designated 
as Lot No. 3 of Sky Val-
ley, Section 1, containing 
1.156 acres, more or less, 
being in Milroy District, 
Grant County, West Vir-
ginia, situated 450 feet 
east of Secondary Route 
28/3 and 1 mile north of 
Cabins, West Virginia, and 
being more particularly 
described as follows:

BEGINNING at a 
point in the center of a 
40 feet right of way, being 
referenced by a 3/4” steel 
rod found bearing S 10° 
13’ 10” E 20.00 feet, also 
being a corner to Lot 2 of 
Sky Valley Sect. 1, thence 
leaving Lot 2 and with the 
center of said 40 feet right 
of way N 78° 42’ 44” E 
160.00 feet to a point in 
said 40 feet right of way, 
also being a corner to Lot 
4 of Sky Valley Section 1, 
thence leaving the center 
of said 40 feet right of 
way and with Lot 4 S 08° 
27’ 14” E passing a 3/4” 
steel rod found on line at 
20.02 feet and continuing 
a total of 306.90 feet to a 
3/4” steel rod found, also 
being a corner to Lot 7 and 
Lot 8, thence leaving Lot 4 
and Lot 7 and with Lot 8 S 
78° 28’ 20” W 20.00 feet 
to a 3/4” steel rod called 
for but not found, thence S 
60° 54’ 19” W 137.94 feet 
to a 3/4” steel rod found, 
also being a corner to Lot 
2, thence leaving Lot 8 
and with Lot 2 N 10° 13’ 
10” W passing a 3/4” steel 
rod found on line at 328.85 
feet and continuing a total 
of 348.85 feet to the point 
of BEGINNING, contain-
ing 1.156 acres, more or 
less.

Being the same prop-
erty conveyed unto Shan-
da D. Spiker by deed dat-
ed September 24, 1998, of 
record in the Clerk’s Offi ce 

in Deed Book 204, 
at Page 290. 

TERMS OF SALE:
1) The property will 

be conveyed in an “AS 
IS” physical condition by 
Deed containing no war-
ranty, express or implied, 
subject to the Internal 
Revenue Service right 
of redemption, all prop-
erty taxes, prior Deeds, 
liens, reservations, en-
cumbrances, restrictions, 
rights-of-ways, ease-
ments, covenants, con-
veyances and conditions 
of record in the Clerk’s 
offi ce or affecting the sub-
ject property.  

2) The Purchaser 
shall be responsible for 
the payment of the trans-
fer taxes imposed by the 
West Virginia Code § 11-
22-2. 

3) The Benefi ciary 
and/or the Servicer of the 
Deed of Trust and Note re-
serve the right to submit a 
bid for the property at sale. 

4) The Trustee re-
serves the right to con-
tinue sale of the subject 
property from time to time 
by written or oral procla-
mation, which continu-
ance shall be in the sole 
discretion of the Trustee.  

5) The Trustee shall 
be under no duty to cause 
any existing tenant or per-
son occupying the proper-
ty to vacate the property, 
and any personal property 
and/or belongings remain-
ing at the property after 
the foreclosure sale will 
be deemed to constitute 
ABANDONED PROPER-
TY AND WILL BE DIS-
POSED OF ACCORD-
INGLY.

6) The total purchase 
price is payable to the 
Trustee by cashier’s 
check, cash or the equiva-
lent within thirty (30) days 
of the date of sale, with ten 
percent (10%) of the total 
purchase price payable 
to the Trustee at sale by 
cashier’s check, cash or 
money order at the time 
and place of the sale. 
There will be no refund 
granted of any amount if 
the third party purchaser 
elects not to purchase the 
property for any reason. 
Minimum acceptable bid 
will be $40,846.00. 

7) For more infor-
mation on this property, 
please see listing on the 
PROPERTIES FOR SALE 
WEBSITE:

ht tps : / /p roper t ies .
sc.egov.usda.gov/resales/
public/home. 

Given under my hand 
this 1st day of October, 
2019. 

BAILEY & SLOTNICK, 
PLLC-TRUSTEE

By: Marc J. Slotnick, 

Member
500 Virginia Street East, 

Suite 600
Charleston, West Virgin-

ia 25301
Phone: (304) 346-1800
WV State Bar No. 5956

10/15-10/22__________
TRUSTEE’S SALE OF

VALUABLE REAL 
ESTATE

The undersigned 
Trustee will, by virtue of 
authority vested in him 
by that certain Trust Deed 
dated October 25, 2002 
by and between DENVER 
L. ALT, SR. and EDNA 
C. ALT,     to James Paul 
Geary and James Paul 
Geary II, Trustees, secur-
ing SUMMIT COMMUNI-
TY BANK, in the payment 
of a certain Promissory 
Note, said Note now in de-
fault, and said Trust Deed 
of record in the Offi ce of 
the Clerk of the County 
Court of Grant County, 
West Virginia, in Trust 
Deed Book 166 at page 
496,  on

Friday, November 1, 
2019

beginning at 11:30 
AM, of that day at the 
parking level entrance of 
the Grant County Court-
house, Petersburg, West 
Virginia, offer for sale at 
Public Auction to the high-
est bidder the following 
described real estate:

All that certain tract 
or parcel of real estate, 
together with any and all 
buildings, improvements, 
rights of ways and appur-
tenances thereunto be-
longing, situate in Milroy 
District, Grant County, 
West Virginia, and being 
more particularly de-
scribed as follows:

“BEGINNING at the 
northwest corner of the 
Lemuel Sherman lot, on 
the East side of a road or 
street, an access to prop-
erty thereafter, thence with 
the East side of said street 
N 37° 30’ E 170 ft. to a set 
iron pin, thence leaving 
said street S 52° 30’ E 
116.52 with the south side 
of another street, to be 
named later, to a set iron 
pin, thence with the east 
side of same street, N 37° 
30’ E, 30 ft. thence S 52° 
30’ E 86.08 ft. to a set iron 
pin in the VanMeter line, 
thence with the VanMeter 
line, S 38° 23’ 34”, 197.11 
ft. to a set iron pin, thence 
N 53° 20’ W. 200 ft. to the 
place of beginning con-
taining 0.8382 acre.”

This being the same 
tract or parcel of real es-
tate conveyed Denver L. 
Alt and Edna C. Alt, his 
wife, from Minnie C. Hed-
rick, widow, by deed dated 
August 2, 1973, and of 
record in the Grant Coun-

ty Clerk’s Offi ce in Deed 
Book 104 at page 640.  
Subsequently, Denver L. 
Alt, et ux., conveyed the 
subject property to Denver 
L. Alt II and Denise R. Mc-
Guire in that deed dated 
March 17, 2005 and of re-
cord in Deed Book 227 at 
page 178.    Denver L. Alt 
and Edna C. Alt did except 
and reserve a life estate 
therein.   Denver L. Alt 
did subsequently depart 
this life on September 16, 
2010.

The real estate is 
identifi ed for tax assess-
ment purposes in the 
Grant County Assessor’s 
Offi ce on Tax Map 429, as
Parcel 44.2. 

Reference is hereby 
made to all instruments 
in the chain of title for any 
and all pertinent purposes.

The subject proper-
ty will be sold in “AS IS”
condition.    The Trustee 
shall be under no duty to 
cause any existing tenant 
or person occupying the 
subject property to vacate 
said property. 

FEDERAL TAX LIEN: 
In the event that there are 
Federal Tax Liens against 
the property, the United 
States would have the 
right to redeem the proper-
ty within a period of  120 
days from the date of such 
sale or the period allow-
able for redemption under 
local law,  whichever is 
longer.

Pursuant to the Deed
of Trust, the Trustee may 
postpone the sale by pub-
lic announcement at the 
time and place designat-
ed or by posting a notice 
of the same, and act by 
agent in the execution 
of the sale.  The parties 
secured by the Deed of 
Trust reserve the right to 
purchase the property at 
such sale.

TERMS OF SALE:
$2,000.00 on day of sale 
and balance upon closing, 
not to exceed thirty days.    
Announcements made 
at sale take precedence 
over any written notice or 
advertisement.  

Persons interested in 
the property may contact 
Tina L. Martin, Summit 
Community Bank, (304) 
530-0522, or  James Paul 
Geary II, 104 N. Main 
Street, Petersburg, West 
Virginia 26847, (304) 257-
4155.
JAMES PAUL GEARY II, 

TRUSTEE
P. O. BOX 218

PETERSBURG, WV 
26847

(304) 257-4155
10/15-10/29__________
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ADVERTISEMENT (MR-34-B)
Notice is hereby given that Potomac - North Inc., P.O. Box 97, Oakland, MD 21550 has submitted an application for 

the issuance of Article 11/WVNPDES Permit Number WV1029428 to the Department of Environmental Protection, 47 
School Street, Suite 301, Philippi, WV 26416-1150 in order to open, operate, monitor and maintain a coal haulroad and 
a surface coal mine in the Bakerstown seam/mineral bed. The operation will discharge treated water/storm water into 
Little Buffalo Creek of Buffalo Creek of North Potomac River and is located 2 miles southeast of Bayard, in Union District 
of Grant County, Longitude 79º 20’ 50.19” and Latitude 39º 14’ 50.75” (Coordinates from USGS Topographic Map).

The Department of Environmental Protection is seeking information on private surface water intakes for human 
consumption located in the above listed receiving streams and located down stream of this operation. Please provide 
your name, phone number, mailing address, the name of the stream being with the intake and the physical location of 
the intake. This information needs to be submitted to the address above.

 An anti-degradation review has been conducted. Tier 1 protection is afforded because effl uent limitations ensure 
compliance with water quality criteria for all designated uses. Tier 2 protection is also afforded because the agency has 
made a determination that the discharge(s) will not cause signifi cant degradation to the receiving stream(s) for any 
parameters of concern.

Comments on the Article 11WV/NPDES application or requests for a public hearing regarding the Article 11/NPDES 
application shall be in writing and if a public hearing is requested shall state the nature of the issues proposed to be 
raised in the hearing. Such written comments or requests should be sent to the Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) at the address above, and must also reference the Article 11/NPDES permit number shown above. Comments 
received by November 21, 2019, or thirty (30) days from date of publication will be considered. A copy of the Article 
11/WVNPDES application, draft permit and fact sheet (if required) will be available for inspection and obtaining copies 
during normal business hours at the DEP Regional Offi ce located at the address above. 

DEP Telephone No. 304-457-3219
Article 11/NPDES Permit No. WV1029428

10/22p ________________________________________________________________________________________
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State of West Virginia
Department of Environmental Protection
Division of Water and Waste Management

PUBLIC NOTICE
WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION’S, 

PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE, 
601 57TH STREET SE, 

CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA 25304-2345 
TELEPHONE: (304) 926-0440.

Application for coverage under the
 General West Virginia National Pollutant 

Discharge Elimination System Water Pollution Control 
Permit No. WV0111457

Public Notice No.:  CA-07-19
Public Notice Date: October 22, 2019
Paper:  Grant County Press
The following has applied for coverage under the General WV/ NPDES Water Pollution Control Permit No. WV0111457 
for this facility or activity:
Appl. No.: WVG611898
Applicant:  JONES TRUCKING INC
                   RR 1 BOX 17
                   ELK GARDEN, WV 26717
Location: MOUNT STORM, GRANT COUNTY
Latitude: 39:13:18
Longitude: 79:12:45
Receiving Stream: Abram Creek/North Branch Potomac River/Potomac River
Activity: To discharge storm water associated with industrial activities at 3 outlets.  The facility is proposed to be covered 
under Sector I - Motor Freight Transportation - of the Multi Sector General 
Business conducted: Trucking Facility
Implementation:  N/A.

On the basis of review of the application, the “Water Pollution Control Act (Chapter 22, Article 11-8(a)),” and the 
“West Virginia Legislative Rules,” the State of West Virginia will act on the above application.

Any interested person may submit written comments on the site registration permit application and may request a 
public hearing by addressing such to the Director of the Division of Water and Waste Management within 30 days of the 
date of the public notice.  Such comments or requests should be addressed to:

Director, Division of Water and Waste Management, DEP
ATTN:  Connie Anderson, Permitting Section

601 57th Street SE
Charleston, WV 25304-2345

The public comment period begins October 22, 2019 and ends November 21, 2019.
Comments received within this period will be considered prior to acting on the permit application.  Correspondence 

should include the name, address and the telephone number of the writer and a concise statement of the nature of the 
issues raised.  The Director shall hold a public hearing whenever a fi nding is made, on the basis of requests, that there 
is a signifi cant degree of public interest on issues relevant to the site registration permit application and this facility’s 
coverage under the General Permit.  Interested persons may contact the Public Information Offi ce to obtain further 
information.

The application may be inspected, by appointment, at the Division of Water and Waste Management Public Infor-
mation Offi ce, at 601 57th Street, Charleston, WV, between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. on business days.  Copies of the 
application and the General Permit and Fact Sheet may be obtained from the Division at a nominal cost.  Individuals 
requiring Telecommunication Device (TDD) may contact our agency by calling 304.926.0493. Calls must be made 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Monday through Friday. 
10/22 _________________________________________________________________________________________
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Highlands Bankshares, 
Inc. announced unaudited 
earnings of $2,431,000 
for the fi rst nine month 
period ended Sept. 30. 
This represents a de-
crease of 16.5% from the 
$2,911,000 earned during 
the same period in 2018. 
On a per share basis, net 
income was $1.82 for the 
fi rst nine months of 2019, 
compared to earnings of 
$2.18 per share for the 
nine months ended Sept. 
30, 2018.

On Oct. 8, the board of 
directors declared a quar-
terly dividend of $0.45 per 
share to be paid on Nov. 1, 
to all shareholders of re-
cord as of Oct. 25. Based 
upon the current market 
price and annualizing the 
dividends paid to share-
holders this quarter, High-
lands’ current dividend 
yield is 4.44%.

John Van Meter, chair-
man and chief executive 
offi cer of the holding 
company, stated “Again 

this quarter, the company 
booked expenses related 
to foreclosed properties 
and the provision for loan 
losses providing us lower 
year over year net income. 
Given our strong capital 
position, we are pleased 
to return additional value 
to our loyal shareholders 
by maintaining the same 
dividend we paid during 
the previous six quarters.”

Highlands Bankshares 
earnings ending Sept. 30

Allegheny 
Bancshares 
acquires
Bank of 
Mount Hope

Allegheny Bancshares, 
Inc. (Allegheny), parent 
company of Pendleton 
Community Bank Inc., 
announced it completed 
its acquisition of Bank of 
Mount Hope, Inc. (Bank 
of Mount Hope). Imme-
diately following the ac-
quisition, Bank of Mount 
Hope was merged into 
Pendleton Communi-
ty Bank, with Pendleton 
Community Bank as the 
resulting institution. 

“Bank of Mount Hope 
has a long-standing his-
tory of excellent service 
to its customers and the 
communities they serve—
which is also a tradition 
at Pendleton Community 
Bank,” said William A. 
Loving, Jr., president and 
chief executive offi cer. 

“We are excited to be 
joining our banks together 
and are confi dent that this 
transaction will further 
strengthen our company, 
expand our footprint in 
West Virginia and provide 
more banking options for 
customers of Pendleton 
Community Bank and 
Bank of Mount Hope.  
We look forward to wel-
coming Bank of Mount 
Hope’s customers as we 
work toward a seamless 
transition.” 

Bank of Mount Hope 
was advised by the invest-
ment banking fi rm of Pro-
Bank Austin and the law 
fi rm Bowles Rice LLP. 
Allegheny was advised 
by the investment bank-
ing fi rm of Vining Sparks 
Community Bank Advi-
sory Group and was rep-
resented by the law fi rm 
Jackson Kelly PLLC.  

SHOP LOCALLY!
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PHS students share homecoming festivities with residents at GRCC

 adult & pediatric urologist

Welcome
Thomas Benz, MD 

Bringing Better Health to Life.

www.davishealthsystem.org

NOW TAKING APPOINTMENTS

304.637.9302

p g

NOW TAKING APPOINTMENTS

Petersburg High School 
football players, cheer-
leaders and marching 
band held a homecoming 
pep rally last  week with 
the residents at Grant 
Rehabilitation and Care 
Center. 

Residents enjoyed the 
cheering, music and 
meeting the students and 
showing their support of 
the Petersburg Vikings.

Parsons named for SBCTC student spotlight
Dakota Parsons, son 

of Melina and Randy Par-
sons, holds the September 
“Student Spotlight” title at 
South Branch Career and 
Technical Center.  

He is an 11th grade stu-
dent at Petersburg High 
School who is also enrolled 
in the automotive program 
at SBCTC. 

Parsons holds the sim-
ulated workplace role of 
R.O.I. manager, which 

involves documenting au-
tomotive repair projects 
and fi ling this information 
in the South Branch Auto 
E.R.’s company records.  

While his performance 
in automotive class is to be 
commended, he is proba-
bly known best for his out-
standing skill in archery.  

Parsons has competed 
on the PHS archery team 
at the state, national, and 
world levels.

VanMeter named homecoming king

Ryan VanMeter of 
Maysville,  was named 
the homecoming king at 
Marietta College. Named 
as homecoming queen was 
Loren Coontz.

VanMeter and Coontz 

won the honors during 
halftime of the Pioneers’ 
football game against Hei-
delberg at Don Drumm 
Stadium Oct. 12.

VanMeter is a graduate 
of Petersburg High School 

and is majoring in inter-
vention special education. 
He was the Petersburg 
High School homecoming 
king in 2015.

He is the son of Mike 
and Rhonda VanMeter.

Whether you need a routine mammogram or 

an x-ray, our experienced staff at Hampshire 

Memorial Hospital can provide you with the 

services you need. We offer:

• CT Scan 

• Bone Density

• 3D/Digital Mammography

• Echocardiography

• Fluoroscopy

• Mobile MRI

• Nuclear Stress Testing

• Ultrasound 

• X-Ray

Call 855-724-3384 to schedule an  
appointment close to home and ask 
about the prepayment discount.

The whole picture, right here.   

Valley Health recognizes that paying for 
medical services can be challenging and 
stressful for patients, which is why we are 
committed to reducing financial barriers  
by offering prepayment discounts for an  
MRI or CT, as well as financial assistance 
plans for all of our healthcare services.

Loren Coontz and Ryan VanMeter

 Concerned about the size 
 of your carbon footprint?
 Wondering how you can 

 help cut back?

 THINK GREEN!
 A special E-subscription to 

 www.grantcountypress.com
 Visit today!
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