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Last week, the Petersburg City 
Council looked towards warmer 
weather while also reviewing the re-
sults of the town’s recent cold snap.

During the Feb. 4 meeting, the coun-
cil heard an update on the water leaks 
being handled by city maintenance due 
to the freezing weather. According to 
the report, the maintenance crew has 
stayed on top of the issue and are still 
focusing on leaks caused earlier in the 
winter.

The council also talked about the 
upcoming 2019 Spring Mountain Fes-
tival, which will be held again in the 
Petersburg City Park. 

Another important announcement 
made during the meeting was the ap-

proval of 56 new streetlights that will 
be installed around the city.

The approval was a direct response 
to complaints of crime the council re-
ceived last year. 

The council said the goal of the new 
lights would be to better light areas in 
the city that were “dark spots” on resi-
dential streets.

This year will also see the return 
of the trout catching contest in the Pe-
tersburg City Pool, which the council 
said was a family-friendly event they 
are excited to bring back. They also en-
couraged any local vendors or sponsors 
interested in participating in the event 
this year to contact the Grant County 
Chamber of Commerce.

Also during the meeting, the coun-
cil thanked the students at the South 
Branch Career and Technical Center 
for their help in installing a small solar 
panel on the city’s electronic sign near 
Petersburg Elementary School.

The sign is a caution for drivers to 
slow down in the vicinity of Petersburg 
High School, SBCTC and Petersburg 
Elementary School.

Councilman Boyd Sites explained 
that the sign will greatly reduce the 
amount of running the city will have 
to do to charge and replace batteries in 
the sign. He said that prior to the so-
lar panel’s installation, the city crews 
would have to charge and install bat-
teries every four days. 

The council also talked about their 
ongoing goal to improve the expansion 
to the Petersburg City Park. Council-
man Icky Hyre said the city was still 
accepting tax-deductible donations 
that would go directly to the installa-
tion of park buildings, such as gazebos, 
in the park.

Next, the council reviewed the po-
lice activity report from the Petersburg 
Police Department.

According to the report given by 
Sites, the PPD received and handled 
102 complaints in January. 

A total of 40 verbal and 12 written 
warnings were given for traffi c viola-
tions and eight citations were issued. 
Of those citations, fi ve were for no seat 

belt use, one was for speeding and two 
were for shoplifting.

The department obtained one war-
rant and issued one juvenile petition. 
One arrest was made for misdemeanor 
charges. Three accidents were investi-
gated and four criminal investigations 
were opened.

Finally, the council approved four 
building permit requests. Permits ap-
proved were: Mountain Neighbor-
hoods, 109 Russ Lane, to replace roof 
and windows; Charles Smith, 199 
Houston Dr., to replace roof with met-
al; Grace Lutheran Church, 3 Pine St., 
to replace a roof with metal and Tyler 
Kuhn, to move a trailer onto a lot in 
Brake Trailer Park. 

Sheriff warns 
public about 
IRS tax scam

As tax season begins, the Grant County 
Sheriff’s Department, as well as state and 
federal agencies, are working to increase 
public awareness of potential scams tar-
geting citizens.

In a report provided by the GCSD, the 
West Virginia Intelligence/Fusion Center  
(WVIFC) explained that citizens should 
be wary of any contact made by the Inter-
nal Revenue Service (IRS). 

“IRS scams target Americans for mon-
etary gain by impersonating IRS revenue 
offi cers who threaten victims with arrest 
and frozen assets if money is not paid im-
mediately,” the WVIFC said. 

According to the report, the IRS will 
never initiate contact with taxpayers 
through email, text messages, social net-
works or phone calls. The primary com-
munication for the IRS is the United 
States Postal Service.

Additionally, the IRS will never de-
mand immediate payment through meth-
ods such as prepaid debit cards, gift cards 
or wire transfers. They will also never 
demand that taxes be paid without the op-
portunity to question or appeal the charge 
nor will they ever threaten to bring in 
local police, immigration offi cers or any 
other law enforcement. 

These scams are designed to intimidate 
taxpayers into providing some form of 
payment, often through prepaid cards or 
wire transfers, in an attempt to steal from 
their victims.

“Numerous Americans have fallen 
victim to IRS scams,” WVIFC explained, 
“No particular demographic is primarily 
targeted; however, their initial targets tend 
to be new immigrants to the U.S., senior 
citizens and English as a second language 
individuals.”

The release also advised businesses to 
remain cognizant of potential IRS scams, 
as small businesses are often targeted 
through similar tactics and techniques. It 
was advised that any citizen that is suspi-
cious of a claim from the IRS should al-
ways verify it with the department.

“If you are unsure about a communi-
cation with an alleged IRS representative, 
search the letter, notice or form number at 
IRS.gov,” explained the WVIFC. “If the 
communication is legitimate, instruction 
will be provided on how to respond.”

The WVIFC encourages all citizens 
to report encounters with fraudulent IRS 
offi cials by contacting the U.S. Inspector 
General on Tax Administration or the IRS 
at complaints@tigta.treas.gov and phish-
ing@irs.gov.

Petersburg to get a little brighter after city council approves the installation of 56 
new streetlights, response to crime complaints and concerns from The Field

SLAM DONK - Mike Landis grabs a basket in last week’s Donkey Basketball event hosted at Petersburg 
High School. The event was a fundraising effort for the PHS Athletic Boosters. The game saw two local 
teams, the Petersburg Flamethrowers, consisting of members of the Petersburg Volunteer Fire Company, 
and the City Misfi ts, comprising multiple community members, face off, donkey-to-donkey in the PHS 

GCPSD 
explains boil 
warning was 
precautionary

During the January meeting, the 
PITAR community based drug pre-
vention and rehabilitation program 
heard updates about ongoing drug 
prevention and recovery programs, 
talked about prevention in schools, 
new medical programs available for 
those in recovery and health initia-
tives the county is participating in.

One topic covered during the meet-
ing was the Grant County Harm Re-
duction Program (needle exchange) 
and its role in reducing disease, such 
as Hepatitis A. 

Sandria  Glasscock of the Grant 
County Health Department provid-
ed the group with information about 
Hepatitis A, saying the illness was 

usually food borne but in the sub-
stance use population, it results from 
the non-sterile mixing of drugs. 

Glasscock explained that Hepa-
titis A is becoming an epidemic in 
Charleston and Huntington due to its 
spread in drug communities.  

She explained that Hepatitis A 
vaccinations are mandated by the 
state and are to be implemented in 
hospitals by April. 

Vaccinations are given at the Grant 
County Health Department on Tues-
day afternoons. Typically insurances 
cover such cost. This vaccine is free 
to specifi c “at risk” populations but 
Glasscock recommended that all peo-
ple receive the Hepatitis A vaccine. 

For additional information go to hep-
awarewv.org.

Since its implementation, the 
harm reduction program has allowed 
individuals to bring used needles in 
and receive clean ones, reducing the 
number of dirty needles on the street 
and the rate at which used needles are 
shared. Recently, the exchange rate 
for needles was fi ve individuals ex-
changing 59 syringes.

The group also heard a presenta-
tion from the OnTrack Program, a 
state-funded program that works lo-
cally with Eastern Regional Family 
Resource Network. 

During his presentation, T.J. Daw-
son gave a historical look at preven-

tion strategies used to reduce drug use 
in the community, beginning with the 
moral position taken against drug use 
in the 1950s.

Dawson also talked about the 
current tools in practice including a 
heavier focus on community aware-
ness, evaluation tools and medical 
understanding of addiction and its 
impact on the brain. 

OnTrack also maintains a focus 
on removing old and unused medi-
cation from the community through 
proper disposal options, and using 
marketing, such as table-top tents and 
billboards, throughout counties to en-

Community drug prevention and intervention effort talks 
Hepatitis A and programs to reduce youth drug use

On Feb. 7, the Grant County Pub-
lic Service District (GCPSD) lifted the 
boil and conserve water advisory in the 
Maysville area.

The advisory was caused by a dam-
aged signal that caused a pump in that 
area to run low. The initial notice was 
given on Feb. 4. 

The GCPSD explained that the boil 
warning was a precautionary action and 
was not cause for panic. The GCPSD 
said that the water quality was continu-
ously tested through the replacement and  
it never fell outside of safety guidelines. 

Melda Kesner, a board member of 
the GCPSD, said she was proud of how 
quickly the crew worked to fi x the issue.

“I think all of the employees were 
very professional and quick in handling 
the issue,” Kesner said. “I know the 
offi ce was swamped with calls and the 
crew making the repairs were very con-
scious about getting it fi xed in a timely 
manner. We really appreciate all of their 
hard work.”

In their announcement of the issue’s 
resolve, the department apologized for 
any inconvenience the advisory had 
caused thEn thanked the community for 
their patience. 

See PITAR, page 7A
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CHOCOLATE TURTLE 
POKE CAKE

1 15.25 ounce package choc-
olate cake mix, prepared 
according to package 
instructions

1 14 oz can Eagle Brand 
Caramel Flavored Sweet-
ened Condensed Milk

1 16 oz can store bought 
chocolate frosting

1 cup chopped pecans
1/2 cup mini chocolate chips
Store bought caramel syrup 

for drizzling on top of 
cake
Note: If you can’t fi nd the 

seasonal fl avor of the Eagle 
Brand Sweetened Condensed 
Milk you can substitute 1 cup 
of caramel fl avored syrup, 
(found in the ice cream sec-
tion of your grocer). If it’s too 

thick to pour, heat in micro-
wave according to package 
instructions before pouring 
over cake. 

Bake cake according to 
package instructions. Let 
cool for 10 minutes. Punch 
holes in top of cake using the 
handle of a wooden spoon.

Pour can of Eagle Brand 
Caramel Flavored Sweetened 
Condensed Milk over the top 
of cake. Spread to make sure 
it gets into all of the holes. 

Put cake in refrigerator 
for 1 hour. Frost cake with 
chocolate frosting. Add nuts 
and chocolate chips on top. 
Drizzle with caramel syrup. 
Slice and serve. 

Store covered in refrigera-
tor for up to 5 days.

LOW CARB TURTLE 
RECIPE 

(SUGAR FREE CANDY)
2 cups whole almonds, 

toasted
1 cup heavy cream
1/2 cup Sukrin Gold (or 

Swerve)
1/4 cup Sukrin Fiber Syrup 

Gold (or Vitafi ber Syrup)
4 tablespoons butter
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon vanilla
1/2 teaspoon Stevia Glycerite
1 tablespoon Brandy
1/2 cup sugar free chocolate 

chips 
TOASTED ALMONDS:
Preheat the oven to 350°F. 

Spread almonds evenly on a 
sheet pan and bake for 10-15 
minutes, stirring once half 
way through. Remove from 
the oven and cool completely.

LOW CARB CARAMEL:
Put butter into a medium 

pot oven medium heat. Cook 
until it just begins to brown. 
Add heavy cream, Sukrin 
Gold, Sukrin Fiber Syrup 
and salt. Stir to combine and 
bring to a boil. If the mix-
ture produces large explosive 
bubbles, stir to break the big 
bubbles into little bubbles. 

This phenomenon will quick-
ly subside. 

Continue to simmer the 
caramel mixture over medi-
um-low heat for 20 minutes, 
but check periodically to 
make sure it’s not burning. 
Then, remove caramel from 
heat and add stevia glycerite, 
vanilla and brandy, stirring 
to combine. Let the low carb 
caramel cool for 5 minutes 
then add almonds and stir.

CARAMEL TURTLES:
Line a large sheet pan with 

a piece of parchment. Using a 
small dinner spoon, scoop up 
a spoonful of the caramel and 
almonds and drop onto the 
parchment. Two sheet pans 
may be needed. Place sheet 
pans with the turtles in the 
refrigerator for 30 minutes. 

Place sugar free choco-
late chips in a ceramic bowl 
over barely simmering wa-
ter. When melted, drizzle the 
chocolate over the cold can-
dies. If chocolate gets cold, 
return it to the stove to warm 
again. 

Store in an airtight con-
tainer. Makes about 40 low 
carb turtles at 2g net carbs 
each. 

PECAN TURTLES
1 teaspoon plus 1 cup butter, 

divided
1 cup light corn syrup
2 1/4 cups packed brown sug-

ar
1/8 teaspoon salt
1 can (14 ounces) sweetened 

condensed milk
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 1/2 pounds pecan halves, 

toasted
3/4 cup milk chocolate chips
3/4 cup semisweet chocolate 

chips
4 teaspoons shortening

Line baking sheets with 
waxed paper; lightly coat 
with cooking spray and set 
aside. Butter the sides of a 
heavy saucepan with 1 tea-
spoon butter. 

Cube remaining butter; 

place in pan. Add the corn 
syrup, brown sugar and salt. 
Cook and stir until sugar is 
melted.

Gradually stir in milk. 
Cook and stir over medium 
heat until mixture comes to 
a boil. Cook and stir until a 
candy thermometer reads 
248° (fi rm-ball stage), about 
16 minutes. 

Remove from the heat; 
stir in vanilla. Gently stir in 
pecans. Drop by rounded tea-
spoonfuls onto prepared bak-
ing sheets. Refrigerate until 
fi rm, about 12 minutes.

In a microwave, melt 
chips and shortening; stir un-
til smooth. Drizzle over clus-
ters. Chill until fi rm. Store in 
the refrigerator.

By Camille Howard
Do we ever really get to the 

place that we know what we’re 
doing? There’s always some-
thing new to learn and expe-
rience. Most of the time those 
things are just thrust upon us.

When you think you’ve got 
it all fi gured out, that’s when the 
surprises come.

If you’re a reader of this col-
umn, you know we have two 
dogs, Baby (blind) and Hoover 
(deaf), four cats, Lucy (cranky), 

Percy (loud and mouthy), Scout 
(quiet but death on small ani-
mals) and Lil’ Peanut (thief). 
Oh, and Shelldon the turtle, who 
I would describe as “briggidy.”

I’ve written about Shelldon, 
but I’ve never told his story.

Now turtles must have a 
brain the size of a small lima 
bean. They just seem geared to 
foraging, staying out of harm’s 
way and hibernating. Most peo-
ple don’t have much interaction 
with turtles.

Well I can tell you, be thank-
ful for that, because turtles are 
incredibly demanding as pets. I 
just thought they swam around 
in small acquariums and ate tur-
tle food and the occasional bug.

Little did I know that when I 
mowed over top of a turtle one 
summer day, that he would turn 

out to have a personality.
When I was mowing in the 

back yard through some tall 
grass, I spied what I thought was 
a rock. So I bent down to pick it 
up and it was a teeny tiny box 
turtle about the size of a quarter.

Boy was he cute, so I took 
him in the house and somehow 
we got attached to him, especial-
ly Erin. We got an aquarium for 
him and a little rock house and 
turtle food and thought we were 
all set.

Not.
First, we had to keep a lid on 

his “house” so the other crea-
tures around couldn’t get to him. 
Of course we put in some grass 
and dirt so he would feel right at 
home and he spent lots of time 
watching TV while sitting on 
someone’s lap.

He started to grow a little, 
snacking on his turtle pellets and 
the occasional fl y. Seemed like 
the perfect pet.

Not.
It soon became obvious that 

he needed a bigger acquarium, 
so we located one and Erin and 
Craig upgraded his tank with a 
homemade ramp and sun deck. 
He would climb the ramp, get up 
on the deck and promptly launch 

himself off, nine times out 10 
landing upside down.

After messing around with 
trying to fi t a water dish in with 
the ramp, we just gave up and 
decided to let him roam around 
the downstairs when we could 
watch him. 

By this time he is eating turtle 
pellets (which, by the way, you 
have to soak because he is a land 
turtle and he cannot manage to 
leverage himself around to eat 
these pellets without spreading 
them all over) and chopped to-
matoes.

I knew turtles ate raw to-
matoes because I caught one 
munching through a row in our 
garden one year.

He was now fi st size and Erin 
was ready to go off to college. 
So Shelldon also went to college 
and lived in the girls’ dorm at 
West Liberty University. 

He spent two years there but 
wasn’t doing very well. We fi -
nally realized he was getting 
car sick on all the trips back and 
forth (he wouldn’t eat for at least 
three days after a trip), so his 
college career came to an end.

And that’s when the trouble 
began.

Continued next week

The Highmark Foundation 
is now accepting applications 
for its 2019-2020 School Grant 
and Awards Program, which 
will make available a total of 
$425,000 for schools grades 
K-12 in Pennsylvania and 
West Virginia. The goal of the 
program is to create healthier 
school environments that expe-
rience positive, sustainable and 
lasting change through compre-
hensive strategies.

Public, private, parochial 
and charter schools and voca-
tional high schools throughout 
West Virginia and Pennsylva-
nia are invited to apply for the 
three offerings of the Highmark 
Foundation’s School Grant and 
Awards Program:

School Grant Program fund-
ing supports evidence-based 
programs that address the fol-
lowing priority areas: bullying 
prevention, child injury pre-
vention, environmental health, 
healthy eating and physical ac-
tivity. 

New this year is the addi-
tion of the category school-
based health. Programs in this 
area will focus on activities 
addressing vaccination cam-
paigns including Human Papil-
lomavirus (HPV) awareness and 
education, school-based health 
screening support for school 
nurses and medication/prescrip-
tion support, and support ser-
vices for children with chronic 
illness. Schools are eligible for 
grants up $7,500.

Advancing Excellence in 

School Nursing Awards recog-
nize the important role school 
nurses play in adolescent health 
and wellness. Up to 15 school 
nurses will be presented this 
honor, accompanied by $1,500 
to be used for professional de-
velopment or school resources.

Supportive Services Health 
Grants are part of a strategy to 
support economically disadvan-
taged school districts and high-
needs schools with fi nancial 
assistance to meet basic health 
requests. 

Schools must meet strict cri-

teria to be eligible. Child Health 
and Wellness grants up to $1,000 
will be awarded to schools to as-
sist with the purchase of items 
impacting students’ supportive, 
social and health needs. 

School Equipment and Sup-
plies Challenge grants will 
match up to $2,500 for the 
purchase of specialized equip-
ment or supplies that enable 
school nurses to better perform 
their valuable services. Proof 
of matching funds from other 
sources must be included in the 
application.

All applications must be sub-
mitted online by March 29.

Now entering its seventh 
year, the Highmark Founda-
tion’s School Grant and Awards 
Program has provided more 
than $2.2 million of support to 
schools in communities served 
by Highmark Inc. in Pennsylva-
nia and West Virginia. 

The link to the online appli-
cation can be found at https://
highmarkfoundationrfp.versaic.
com

Highmark Foundation now accepting applications 
for 2019-2020 school grant and awards program

Valentine’s Day is one of the 
most popular days of the year to 
celebrate. Here’s a look at some 
interesting numbers associated 
with this day to celebrate the 
love people have for one anoth-
er.

400: The year that Pope Gela-
sius declared February 14 a day 
to honor Saint Valentine.

62: The percentage of adults 
who say they celebrate the hol-
iday.

1.7: The amount, in billions, 
that is spent on candy for Valen-
tine’s Day, according to the Na-
tional Retail Federation.

58: The number of pounds, 
in millions, of chocolate bought 
during Valentine’s Day week.

150: The number of cards and 
gifts, in millions, sent each year 
for the day of love.

1: The dollar amount, in bil-
lions, that Americans are expect-

ed to spend on Valentine’s Day 
cards.

61: Percentage of men who 
purchase fl owers or plants for 
Valentine’s Day.

15: Average cost, in dollars, 
of a box of chocolates.

8.6: Amount of dollars, in 
millions, spent on sparkling 
wine for Valentine’s Day, mak-
ing it the second most popular 
occasion, after New Year’s Eve, 
to enjoy some bubbly.

150: The average amount, 
in dollars, men spend on gifts. 
Women spend an average of $74 
on gifts.

2: The ranking of red roses 
in comparison to other types of 
fl owers gifted.

Sources: NRF, Greeting Card 
Association, National Confec-
tioners Association, U.S. Postal 
Service, USDA.

Valentine’s Day by the numbers
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From the principal’s desk at UEC

Local students on 
Marshall University 
dean’s list

By Jenni Woy
Much has occurred for the 

Union Tigers since our school’s 
October publication.  I would 
like to take this time to share 
the wonderful things that have 
taken place at Union Education-
al Complex and inform you of 
upcoming events to mark your 
calendars for.

Most recently, Union Educa-
tional Complex hosted the Grant 
County Schools Science Fair 
on Tuesday, Feb. 5.  We had a 
great turnout of middle and high 
school participants from Mays-
ville Elementary, Petersburg 
Elementary, Petersburg High, 
and Union Educational Com-
plex.  Judges from the local area 
were impressed with the proj-
ects and had nothing but praise 
and compliments on a job well 

done by all of our student partic-
ipants.  On Friday, Feb. 8, many 
of our students participed in the 
school-level Social Studies Fair.  

Mrs. Schrock, our Title I Spe-
cialist, hosted a “Snuggle and 
Read” night with pre-k, kinder-
garten, and fi rst grade students 
and their parents on Jan. 22.  
Eight families attended along 
with nine students. The parents 
were shown a short video of a 
read aloud and were given im-
portant information about the 
benefi ts of reading with their 
children.  The parents deemed 
the evening to be an enjoyable 
activity for them and their chil-
dren.  

The next Title I Program ac-
tivity will be a Dr. Seuss Day 
at UEC. Students and parents 
will be involved with reading 
Dr. Seuss books and completing 
activities that go along with the 
books.  Students will also watch 
a short Dr. Seuss video and en-
joy Dr. Seuss themed snacks.  
More information regarding this 
upcoming event will be dissem-
inated to our parents in the near 
future.  

Christmas came early for the 
students and staff of UEC! On 
Dec. 10, we were provided great 

news! The W.Va. School Build-
ing Authority selected UEC’s 
project bid to assist in funding 
for a new roof and to replace 
and upgrade the existing sewage 
plant system.  

UEC will receive $2 million 
from the W.Va. School Build-
ing Authority for these repairs 
and upgrades. The plan is to be-
gin these projects at the start of 
summer break with the hope that 
both projects will be complet-
ed by the time the 2019-2020 
school year begins.  

More great news came in 
January to our staff and students.  
UEC staff worked diligently to 
apply for three separate compet-
itive grants through the W.Va. 
Department of Education Divi-
sion of Teaching and Learning.  
We were successful and re-
ceived notifi cation from WVDE 
that one of our grant proposals 
was selected to be awarded 
monies.  The awarded grant pro-
posal focused on areas of math-
ematics, writing, and STEM 
with goals to increase student 
and family engagement by host-
ing after-school activities and to 
build student interest and under-
standing in the areas of science, 
technology, engineering, arts, 

and mathematics by providing 
real-world application.

On Thursday, March 21, 
UEC’s elementary grades pre-k 
through 5th will hold the atten-
dance and character education 
assembly. We invite all families 
of those students to attend to 
help us celebrate our elementary 
students.  The character educa-
tion traits focused on during the 
months of February and March 
are:  honesty, trustworthiness, 
sincerity, cooperation and team-
work.  

We are in full-swing with 
our middle and high school girls 
and boys basketball teams.  The 
UEC middle school teams will 
be hosting a tournament. The 
tournament begins on Thursday, 
Feb. 14, with the fi rst game be-
ginning at 5 p.m. The consola-
tion and championship games 
will take place on Saturday, Feb. 
16, with the fi rst game begin-
ning at noon.   

Mark your calendars for 
Wednesday, Feb. 13. from 3:30-
6:30 p.m. for parent/teacher 
conferences. We hope to see our 
students and parents to meet and 
discuss your child’s academic 
progress.  

It has been a pleasure to share 
the wonderful things taking 
place at UEC. Our many thanks 
from UEC students and staff for 
our community’s continued sup-
port.

The names of Marshall Uni-
versity students who made the 
dean’s list for the fall 2018 se-
mester have been released. 

To make the dean’s list, stu-
dents must have a 3.3 or above 
grade point average for a mini-
mum of 12 hours. 

 Grant County students 
named to the list are:

Allison N. Harman of Lah-
mansville, and Richard C. Car-
dot and Britney N. Schrader, 
both of Petersburg.

The following are the list of 
this year’s Grant County Math 
Field Day winners.

4th Grade
First - Tara Kimble, PES; 

second - Khole Haslacker, PES; 
third - Angela Willis, MES; and 
alternates Braylon Ward, UEC 
and Claire Kaposy, PES.

5th Grade
First - Lukas Wolford, PES; 

second - Logan Bachman, PES; 
third - Jake Alt, PES; and alter-
nates Colson Bobo, MES and 
Kyler Lewis, UEC.

6th Grade
First - Ashly Rohrbaugh, 

PES; second - Zalon Barrick, 
MES; third - Spencer Rochette, 
PES; and alternates Bryon 
Goldizen, PES and Cameron 
Branham, PES.

7th Grade 
First - Ryen Sites, PHS; sec-

ond - Jack Yeager, PHS; third - 
Jackson Alt PHS; and alternates 
Sara Vance PHS and Samantha 
Colaw PHS.

8th Grade 
First - Peyton Day, PHS; sec-

ond - Kaylee Wolfe, UEC; third 
- Cody Vetter, PHS; and alter-
nates Kennedy Kaposy PHS and 
Patrick Shreve PHS. 

9th Grade 
First - Gianna Kopf, PHS; 

second - Anna Goldizen, PHS; 
third - Cody Mitchell, PHS; and 
alternates Ashlee Rohrbaugh 
PHS and Ryan Bennett, UEC.

10th-12th Grade
First place - Grant Brill, 

PHS; second place Sierra Ar-
baugh, PHS; third place - Stori 
Ketterman, PHS; and qualifi ers, 
Lena McDonald, PHS, Mikayla 
Kopf, PHS, Jacob Cruz-Perez, 
PHS, Rylee Adams, PHS, Aus-
tin Berg, PHS, Adam Smith, 
UEC, and Austin Cullers, PHS.

County Math Field Day results announced

State Attorney General launches third 
“Kids Kick Opiods” PSA contest

West Virginia Attorney Gen-
eral Patrick Morrisey announced 
the 2018-19 “Kids Kick Opi-
oids” public service announce-
ment contest is now open for 
submissions as the initiative en-
ters its third school year.

The contest engages elemen-
tary and middle school students 
in designing a PSA that raises 
awareness about prescription 
painkiller abuse. Potential sub-
missions may be a poem, draw-
ing, letter or anything that would 
promote awareness.

“The opioid epidemic reso-
nates in classrooms across West 
Virginia,” Morrisey said. “‘Kids 
Kick Opioids’ has underscored 
that reality in a manner that few 
other initiatives accomplish by, 
in some cases, giving students 
an outlet to express their con-
cerns, while using the creativity 
and talent of all participants to 
raise awareness of the opioid 
epidemic with the goal of pro-

viding a better future for their 
generation.”

Students can work individu-
ally or in groups. The top sub-
mission will appear as a state-
wide newspaper PSA. Regional 
winners will be displayed in the 
capitol.

“Kids Kicks Opioids” has 
drawn thousands of submissions 
from more than 4,000 West Vir-
ginia students. Students from 
118 different schools across 43 
of the state’s 55 counties have 
participated.

More than 1,000 West Vir-
ginians lost their lives to a drug 
overdose in 2017, many of 
which were opioid related.

Reversing this trend has been 
a top priority for the attorney 
Ggeneral. He has fought the ep-
idemic on multiple fronts with 
criminal prosecutions, funding 
to combat opioid abuse, civil 
litigation, multistate initiatives, 
new technology, engagement 

with the faith-based community 
and education.

 Contest entries must be post 
marked by April 5 by mail to 
the Attorney General’s Offi ce 
at 1900 Kanawha Blvd. E. State 
Capitol Building 1, Room 26-E, 
Charleston, WV 25305, or sent 
by email to AGPSA.contest@
wvago.gov.

PHS band members chosen for regional honor band

Five band members from Petersburg High School were chosen to be a part of the 2019 Region 
IX Honor Band. Middle school members were Skylar Donaldson and Jaden Poore. High school  
members were Victoria Hansrote, Kyrah Redman and Hannah Secrist. The band is under the 
direction of Kathryn Staub.

Happy
Valentine’s
Day!
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By Camille Howard
A round of applause to Sen. Joe Manchin, who stood 

for his belief in the sanctity of life, amid many of his 
fellow Democrats who remained seated, when President 
Donald Trump called to ban late-term abortions during 
his recent State of the Union address.

Not only is the president unpopular with the Demo-
cratic party, the late-term abortion issue is an ugly real-
ity, as evidenced by the passing of new abortion laws in 
New York state and comments made by the governor of 
Virginia.

Sen. Manchin showed America his thoughts on that 
issue by his unspoken yet loud response. People from the 
Mountain State have always had independent minds and 
it’s reassuring to see our state respresented that way in 
Washington.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

At the Capitol: Revisions continue to Omnibus education bill
By Phil Kabler

Charleston 
Gazette-Mail 

Capitol
 Correspondent for 
the West Virginia 
Press Association
As the 60-day reg-

ular session of the 
Legislature passed the 
midway point, the om-
nibus education bill 

continued to dominate the session, under-
going methodical and major revisions in the 
House Education Committee, after passing 
the Senate on a narrow and partisan 18-16 
vote.

At press time, the bill (SB 451) continued 
to undergo numerous changes, including 
scaling back charter schools to a pilot proj-
ect, scaling back vouchers for public school 
alternatives, and removing provisions aimed 
at teachers’ unions, including a requirement 
to annually renew paying union dues as a 
paycheck deduction.

At the West Virginia Press Association’s 
annual legislative breakfast, held on the 30th 
day of the session, House and Senate leaders 
had differing views on where the bill stands.

Senate President Mitch Carmichael, 
R-Jackson, said the idea that Senate leader-
ship was pushing radical, anti-public schools 
measures in the bill was absurd.

“Charter schools have been tried in 44 
other states,” he said. “Why can anyone say 
it’s a bad idea to provide an option that’s en-
abled in 44 other states?”

House Speaker Roger Hanshaw, R-Clay, 
said he hopes the Senate bill will serve as a 
vehicle for education reform that ultimately 
will have bipartisan support in both houses.

Hanshaw’s use of the word “vehicle” is 
signifi cant, since in legislative vernacular, 
it refers to a bill that is used as a shell into 
which other legislation can be inserted.

Carmichael conceded that the House will 
likely dramatically change the bill, but said 
he hopes they don’t lose sight of its ultimate 
intent of improving education outcomes.

“It will change. It will evolve. We under-
stand that,” he said.

Meanwhile, Senate Minority Leader Ro-
man Prezioso, D-Marion, took Gov. Jim Jus-
tice to task for his failure to show leadership 
on the issue, with Prezioso saying the gover-
nor’s involvement to date consisted of hold-
ing a single press conference to denounce 
the bill as “a mess,” and to threaten a veto.

“The governor should be here daily tak-
ing the bull by the horns,” Prezioso said, 
adding, “The governor needs to be here to 
make this happen. If not, we’re going to 
fi ght back and forth.”

House Minority Leader Tim Miley, 
D-Harrison, questioned how the 133-page 
bill materialized with little or no input from 
stakeholders, noting, “There needed to be a 
lot more effort to reach out to teachers, to 
fi nd out what their problems are.”

Miley also used the breakfast to discuss 
the most contentious issue of the week at the 
Capitol, stemming from an attempt to amend 
a local government bill to effectively over-
turn anti-discrimination ordinances in cities 
around the state that include protections for 
sexual orientation.

As the state tries to attract and retain 
young adults, Miley said the Legislature 
needs to consider what message such divi-
sive legislation sends.

“I think we need to be careful about what 
we do, and the messages it sends about our 

state.” He said. “Who are we trying to attract
here, and what are we doing that might repel
them?”

The action in House Government Or-
ganization Committee – and particularly 
remarks by freshman Delegate Eric Porter-
fi eld, R-Mercer, attacking the anti-discrim-
ination ordinances and the LGBT commu-
nity – provoked fi ery fl oor speeches in the 
House the next day.

“The effect of the amendment was to 
spread hate across West Virginia once 
again,” said Delegate Mike Caputo, D-Mar-
ion. “It’s absolutely shameful that we got 
into such a heated debate over an issue that 
our children can’t understand why we would 
fi ght about it.”

Freshman Delegate Sammi Brown, 
D-Jefferson, said of the amendment and
Porterfi eld’s comments, “There is a crisis of 
character in this chamber.”

Also at the Capitol:
—  The Senate passed 30-0 and sent to

the House legislation that would cut off leg-
islators’ per-day pay during budget impasses 
after fi ve days.

Lead sponsor, Sen. Roman Prezioso, 
D-Marion, said the bill was inspired by bud-
get impasses in 2016 and 2017 that dragged
on into the summer, at a cost of hundreds of 
thousands of dollars.

— Delegate Gary Howell, R-Mineral,
announced that through implementation of 
legislation to require state agencies to obtain
new license plates and registrations for state
vehicles, the state fi nally has an accurate 
count of how many vehicles it owns: 8,380, 
including 4,175 passenger cars and trucks.

“After years of confusion and confl icting
data, we fi nally know how many vehicles
the state owns,” Howell said.

To the Editor,  
It never ceases to amaze me 

when members of the Repub-
lican Party, Trump supporters 
all (for now), complain about 
the lack of respect for Trump. 
They conveniently forget Mitch 
McConnell’s pledge to make 
Barack Obama a, “... one term 
president ...” on Obama’s inau-
guration day. 

This was a mission Mitch 
failed to accomplish and one he 
fi nished off by refusing to allow 
Obama to nominate a justice for 
the Supreme Court, a responsi-
bility that was clearly Obama’s 
to make. 

If there is a reason members 
of the Democratic Party, my-
self included, fail to “respect” 
much less “admire” this current 
occupant of the Oval Offi ce, it 
has less to do with us, and ev-
erything to do with the occupant 
himself. 

We were all willing to give 
him an opportunity to, “become 
more presidential” once he as-
sumed the offi ce, but he squan-
dered that opportunity from his 
fi rst cabinet nomination and 
executive actions to his most re-
cent “tweets.”

Respect must be earned, 
as any military man, a Marine 

no less should appreciate, but 
Charles Hanretty seems to be-
lieve that we should salute the 
offi ce while forgetting the man 
who holds it.  

From the very fi rst descent 
down that escalator announcing 
his run for president, an event 
in which he characterized an 
entire country of people as com-
prised of rapists, drug dealers 
and members of MS-13, to his 
myriad of rallies where he called 
rivals names, encouraged his 
supporters to assault peaceful 
protesters (remember “Punch 
him in the face”?) and was ex-
posed in a television spot brag-
ging about sexually assaulting 
women. 

This a man with three wives 
(all whom he cheated on) with 
fi ve children from the three 
young women. When it comes 
to role models, he ranks amongst 
the worst.

We would all welcome, “... 
bringing honor and civility back 
into our lives.” But it starts at the 
top. With our elected offi cials, 
our leaders, who lead by exam-
ple, in word and in deed. Some-
thing Donald Trump has failed, 
miserably failed to do. 

Frank L. Miller
Mount Storm

Standing up for what
you believe

Opinion on the LGBTQ controversy; 
forced silence isn’t agreement or change

By Don Smith
Executive Director 

West Virginia Press Associaiton
Will the controversy surrounding statements last week about 

LGBTQ organizations by a member of the West Virginia House 
of Delegates greatly change West Virginia?

Will change come from…
… the delegate’s statements? In discussion of an amendment 

to allow LGBTQ individuals by law to have anti-discrimination 
rights, the delegate used a slur, compared LGBTQ organizations 
to terrorist organizations and offered other political opinions.

… the angry responses and condemnation from other dele-
gates? Several delegates in the committee and on the House fl oor 
expressed their displeasure and opposition to the statements. 
There have also been calls for the delegate’s resignation.

No, neither of those incidents will greatly change West Vir-
ginia.

We must be honest: The delegate’s statements certainly hor-
rifi ed and infuriated many West Virginians. Others were mostly 
shocked and surprised to hear such comments uttered by an elect-
ed offi cial during the legislative session. Some, though, agreed 
with the statements.

Informed West Virginians — regardless of our personal beliefs 
— know state residents hold vastly different opinions on many 
important issues. Those opinions refl ect personal experience, lo-
cation, education, person fi nances and numerous other infl uences.

Real change, if it happens, would come in how we — as a state 
— respond to the controversy, not in how we — as individuals — 
react to the statements.

The First Amendment assures us freedom of speech.
The delegate is entitled to his opinion and allowed to speak. 

We must remember he is legally elected to represent a House 
District in West Virginia.

However, each of his critics in the House of Delegates is equal-
ly entitled to their individual opinion and to pass legislation as a 
governing body. If our system of government works, the sound 
of the entire choir will always overwhelm the voice of a member 
singing in a different key to assure a quality performance.

Change will come in how the legislature, after hearing from 
the people of our state, view the delegate’s right to make such 
statements.

We should not fear public statements; those can be debated. 
Danger comes from action based on personal beliefs. In the case 
of an elected offi cial, voters should encourage statements in com-
mittee but watch votes on legislation.

West Virginians should encourage open and public discussion 
on all topics. We gain nothing by forcing silence through legisla-
tion, threats or violence. You can only change a person’s opinion, 
if you’re aware of the position.

It’s likely some voters who supported the delegate in the last 
election were extremely offended by his statements. As a result 
of this public controversy, at the next election, they can pull their 
support and possibly remove the delegate from offi ce. Others, 
however, may offer the delegate their support.

Restricting free speech reduces the discussion of important is-
sues, the expression of personal opinions and the public’s general 
awareness. Forced silence isn’t agreement or change.

For positive change, West Virginians need to be more informed 
on the issues, not more insulated from the realities.

WV editorial sharing
The Intelligencer Wheeling 

News-Register
On a state bill to give parents 
and guardians new routes to 

seek immunization exemptions
Parents and guardians who 

have legitimate medical or reli-
gious reasons for concern about 
having their children immunized 
against disease should be treated 
fairly and with consideration by 
state offi cials in West Virginia. 
That should go without saying.

But some of those who say 
no to protecting their sons and 
daughters base their objections 
on superstition, vague fears of 
the health care system or social 
media myths that have been dis-
credited for years. When they 
refuse to have children immu-
nized, they increase the risk of 
disease spreading through the 
general population.

A bill introduced in the state 
Senate, SB 454, would give par-
ents and guardians new routes 
to seek exemptions from the 
rule that children in schools be 
immunized against various dis-
eases.

SB 454 continues the policy 
of providing exemptions from 
the immunization law based on 
religious confl icts or legitimate 
health care concerns. But it adds 
a worrisome section, providing 
that exemptions can be permit-

ted for “either a conscientious or 
personal objection.’’

That provides an enormous 
loophole for those whose ob-
jections to immunization have 
nothing to do with religion or 
medical situations.

Some may wonder what is 
wrong with allowing such par-
ents or guardians to put their 
own children at risk. Several 
things:

First, of course, the children 
who have no say in the matter 
can suffer lasting harm if they 
contract one of the diseases in 
question. In rare cases, they may 
die.

Second, unprotected children 
can serve as disease transmit-
ters. Washington, among the 
most liberal states in permitting 
exemptions from immunization 
rules, recently declared a state 
of emergency because of a mea-
sles outbreak that sickened 42 
people.

If there are reasonable con-
cerns that some children who 
should be exempted for medical 
or religious reasons are being 
forced into vaccinations, they 
should be addressed. But tell-
ing the parents and guardians all 
they need is a “personal objec-
tion’’ is irrational — and possi-
bly dangerous. SB 454 should 
be shelved.

For related article, see page 5A
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February 9, 1949
Lossie VanMeter, who re-

sided in Cabins, was charged 
with possession of 2.5 gallons 
of moonshine. Offi cers found a 
fully equipped and ready-to-op-
erate 50 gallon capacity still on 
his property.

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Van Meter 
announced the birth of their sec-
ond daughter, at Memorial Hos-
pital, Cumberland, Md.

Births at Veach Clinic includ-
ed: Mr. and Mrs. Richard Mon-
gold of Petersburg, a son; Mr. 
and Mrs. Ivan Swick of Peters-
burg, a daughter; Mr. and Mrs. 
James Patch of Dorcas, a son; 
Mr. and Mrs. Benson Nesselrodt 
of Moorefi eld, a daughter; Mr. 
and Mrs. Foster Zirk of Moore-
fi eld, a son; and Mr. and Mrs. 
Philip Reel of Maysville, a son.

Flames, which destroyed a 
three room frame farm house 
near Bismarck, took the lives 
of three people: Milford Cos-
ner, 72; Juanita Cosner, 19, his 
daughter-in-law; and Elizabeth 
Cosner, 22 months, her daugh-
ter. 

February 11, 1959
Darlene Bobo won the Pe-

tersburg High School 1959 
Betty Crocker Homemaker of 
Tomorrow. She was also among 
the top 10 winners in West Vir-
ginia.

Pvt. Carl Hogbin was as-
signed to Company C, 6th Bat-
talion, 2nd Training Regiment at 
Fort Jackson, S.C.

Hampton Riggleman was ap-
pointed and accepted a position 
as a cardio-pulmonary techni-
cian, at Newton D. Baker Hos-
pital, Martinsburg.

Herman Kesner Jr. of Dorcas 
and Donald Mayle of Petersburg 
enlisted in the U.S. Army.

Grant Memorial Hospital 
births included: Mr. and Mrs. 
David Van Meter of Maysville, 
a son, Feb. 3; Mr. and Mrs. Ted-
dy Keplinger of Maysville, a 
son, Feb. 4; Mr. and Mrs. Clyde 
George of Moorefi eld, a daugh-
ter, Feb. 5; Mr. and Mrs. Vernon 
Keplinger of Maysville, a son, 
Feb. 6; Mr. and Mrs. James T. 
George of Petersburg, a son, 
Feb. 6; Mr. and Mrs. Benton Co-
chran of Petersburg, a daughter, 
Feb. 7; and Mr. and Mrs. Edgar 
Vance of Petersburg, a son, Feb. 
7.

An 80th birthday party was 
given for E.F. Curry at the Ba-
yard Fire Hall, by the fi re com-
pany and auxiliary in apprecia-
tion of his work.

February 12, 1969
Dr. V.L. Dyer observed his 

50th anniversary of the practice 
of medicine in Grant County, 
Feb. 14.

Joseph Garber was an-
nounced the West Virginia Uni-
versity Department of English 
fi rst place winner for the fi rst 
semester 1969-69 semi annual 
writing contest.

Martha Barger was chosen 
as the February Student of the 

Month by the Business and Pro-
fessional Women’s Club.

Births at Grant Memorial 
Hospital included: Mr. and Mrs. 
Larry Wayne Vance of Peters-
burg, a daughter, Feb. 4; Mr. 
and Mrs. Marvin Berg of Mays-
ville, a son, Feb. 4; Mr. and Mrs. 
Elwood Smith of Franklin, a 
daughter, Feb. 4; Mr. and Mrs. 
Brooks Martin of Scherr, a son, 
Feb. 5; Mrs. Linda Lee Wimer 
of Moorefi eld and the late Ken-
neth G. Wimer, a son, Feb. 6; 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Yokum 
of Mouth of Seneca, a daugh-
ter, Feb. 8; Mr. and Mrs. Dale 
J. Ours of Cabins, a son, Feb. 6; 
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Leo Eye of 
Moorefi eld, a son, Feb. 8; Mr. 
and Mrs. Teddy Berg of Mays-
ville, a daughter, Feb. 9; and Mr. 
and Mrs. Barth Sites Jr. of Pe-
tersburg, a son, Feb. 10.

Miss Daisy McNemar was 
honored on her 90th birthday at 
a reception following the Sun-
day morning worship service at 
the local Presbyterian Church.

February 14, 1979
Dr. Kanai L. Das, a pediatri-

cian, signed a formal commit-
ment to locate to Grant County.

Births at Winchester Memo-
rial Hospital included: Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard Dean of Fisher, a 
son, Richard Allen Jr., Feb. 10; 
and Mr. and Mrs. Larry Mon-
gold of Petersburg, a son, Larry 
Dyer, Feb. 8.

Mr. and Mrs. James M. Cook-
man of Petersburg announced 

the birth of a daughter, Mindy 
Marie, Feb. 10, at Memorial 
Hospital, Cumberland, Md.

Miss Ruth Barger and Don 
Watts were united in marriage, 
Feb. 2, at Oakland, Md.

Debbie Goldizen, a 1974 Pe-
tersburg High School graduate 
and a 1977 graduate of Zion 
Bible Institute in Rhode Island, 
was in Bethel, Alaska, serving 
as a missionary in the Yupie As-
sembly of God Church,

The PHS Viking wrestling 
team won the Section 1, Region 
2, Class AA-A title at Frankfort 
High School.

Loney Keplinger Jr. of Mays-
ville was selected Producer of 
the Year in the Moorefi eld area 
by Rockingham Poultry Market-
ing Cooperative Inc. of Broad-
way, Va.

Petersburg City Council’s 
withdrawal of its support of city-
wide Halloween treat or treating 
touched a nerve with a number 
of area residents. There was to 
be a public meeting organized to 
discuss the situation further.

Ambulance operator Carl 
Van Meter’s legal bid to tem-
porarily stop the county-owned 
service fell short of a victory 
during a Grant County Circuit 
Court hearing before Judge 
Donald Hott.

Trenton Electronics had 
a grand opening to mark the 
store’s new location in the for-
mer Hilltopper building across 
from Trenton Motor Company, 
Keyser Avenue.

Want to give your opinion? Answer 
this week’s Poll Question on our page.

GRANT COUNTY PRESS

By Erica Young
WVPA Capitol Reporter
Comprehensive Education 

reform — Senate Bill 451 — 
was the primary topic of conver-
sation Thursday during the West 
Virginia Press Association’s 
Legislative Breakfast.

During the legislative panel, 
Senate President Mitch Carmi-
chael, R-Jackson, took the op-
portunity to speak on the Sen-
ate’s recent passage of the bill, 
adding “education is among the 
most important functions of our 
state government.”

Carmichael took a moment to 
personally thank Senator Patri-
cia Rucker, R-Jefferson, for her 
efforts regarding the bill before 
explaining why he feels it is best 
for the state of West Virginia, 
namely the implementation of 
charter schools, asking “why 
could anyone say it’s a bad idea 
to provide an option that’s en-
abled in 44 other states?”

He went on to point out that 
charter schools would not be 
mandatory, but it is important 

to give parents and students the 
option: “choice is good, options 
are healthy.” Carmichael said 
West Virginia should continue 
to invest in public schools and 
teachers.

Carmichael said data shows 
students drop in comparison to 
students in other states the lon-
ger they are in the school sys-

tem. 
Delegate Roger Hanshaw, 

Speaker of the W.Va. House of 
Delegates, who spoke before 
Carmichael, said the House ap-
preciated the Senate’s effort and 
were reviewing the bill. Han-
shaw later Thursday called for a 
public hearing on the SB 451 for 
Monday at 8:30 a.m.

Senate Minority Leader Ro-
man Prezioso, D-Marion, said, 
“What we do with our children 
refl ects upon us as a state.” 
Prezioso shared his experienc-
es as a former teacher and how 
much the school system has 
changed since he began his ca-
reer in 1971.

Prezioso said he felt it was 
the responsibility of the legis-
lators to point out how things 
could be better within the sys-
tem.  Prezioso said the analysis 
and opinions based on of data 
on schools systems can be ques-
tioned.

House Minority Leader Tim 
Miley, D-Harrison, applauded 
Carmichael for trying to im-
prove public schools in West 
Virginia, but said he did not to-
tally agree with his methods.

“I do think there needed to be 
a little more effort to reach out 
to teachers and fi nd out what 
their real problems were … that 
they observe being on the front 
lines,” Miley said.

W.Va. Legislative leadership provides media with 
opinions on Comprehensive Education Reform bill

Senate President Mitch Carmichael, R-Jackson, speaks at the 
WVPA’s annual legislative breakfast.

WV House passes bill allowing 
Sunday retail liquor sales

The Herald-Dispatch 
The West Virginia House of Delegates passed a bill Thursday 

allowing for the retail sale of liquor on Sundays after 1 p.m.
Currently on Sundays, West Virginians can only purchase beer 

and wine.
Thirteen delegates, all Republicans, voted against the bill. Del. 

Eric Porterfi eld, R-Mercer, was the only one to speak against it.
“Any expansion of alcohol is not going to make West Virginia a 

better place to live, work or raise a family,” Porterfi eld said. “I be-
lieve if we expand any type of alcohol, we’ve also got to look at the 
crime, the families that are going to be broken up, and all the other 
things that come with it.”

The bill still needs approval from both the Senate and the gover-
nor to become law.

The original version of the legislation enabled retail liquor sales 
after 10 a.m., but it was amended in committee.

By Erica Young
WVPA Capitol Reporter

West Virginia may soon be the next state 
to opt out of a federal law prohibiting those 
convicted of a substance-related felony to re-
ceive supplemental nutrition assistance pro-
gram (SNAP) benefi ts. West Virginia, South 
Carolina, and Mississippi are currently the 
only states where the ban is still in effect.

The Senate Health and Human Resources 
Committee discussed SB 394, which would 
make this so.

Counsel Cindy Dellinger explained that 
the bill would allow more federal SNAP dol-
lars to come to West Virginia because more 
people would be eligible for the program. 
She also explained that this bill is designed 
to reduce the numbers of reoffenders as con-
victed felons are more likely to go back to 
prison upon release when they do not have 
access to programs like this that can help 
them. Those on probation or house arrest 
would still be eligible as well.

Senator Corey Palumbo, D-Kanawha, 
said it is important to him that people con-
victed of all felonies, even those not involv-
ing drugs, were not banned from receiving 
the benefi ts.

He said, “I didn’t appreciate the fact that 
the ban was so narrow in the federal law.”

Ultimately, the bill was tabled until the 
next reading due to a similar bill about to be 
heard by the House Judiciary Committee. 
Committee Chair Mike Maroney, R-Mar-
shall, said he plans to speak with House 

Judiciary Committee Chair John Shott, 
R-Mercer, to see where that bill stands be-
fore reaching a fi nal decision.

———————————————
The West Virginia Senate Judiciary Com-

mittee moved to report SB 237 to the full 
Senate with the recommendation to pass on 
Monday. The bill contains an article known 
as the “Missing Persons Act,” which says the 
fi rst 24 hours following the discovery that a 
person is missing are critical because if the 
person is not found within this time frame, it 
is “unlikely that he or she will be found alive 
or without serious injury.”

It states that since other states have been 
successful with the implementation of these 
programs, the legislature sees fi t to establish 
them in West Virginia.

Scott Pettry of the West Virginia State 
Police Department elaborated on a part of 
the bill regarding the use of technology be-
ing helpful to locating missing persons. The 
section specifi cally referenced “traffi c vid-
eo recording and monitoring devices,” but 
Pettry also explained to the committee the 
use of Facebook and spreading of informa-
tion through social media to let the public 
know things such as the height and weight 
of a missing person as well as the last thing 
he or she was seen wearing. He also said 
that police tend to get more responses about 
missing persons when the use of these tech-
nologies is involved.

Senator Glenn Jeffries, D-Putnam, the 
bill’s lead sponsor, spoke in support by say-

ing “no one wants to experience a family 
member going missing.” and spoke about
how scary it is for him even when his grand-
children wander off in a store.

No senators were opposed to the bill and
quickly passed it through, with Committee
Chair Charles Trump, R-Morgan,  comment-
ing on how he feels this bill is better for peo-
ple than any of the similar legislation that
came through the senate last year. Trump
also praised Jeffries for his work on the bill.

State Senate committee tables SNAP benefi ts bill;
judiciary committee passes “Missing Persons Act”

Porterfi eld standing by statements 
about LGBTQ organizations

By Charles Boothe
Bluefi eld Daily Telegraph

Del. Eric Porterfi eld (R-Mercer County) is standing by his state-
ments about the “brutal monsters” and “socialist” LBGTQ organiza-
tions even after facing threats and calls for his resignation.

Porterfi eld said he had to call the Capitol Police in Charleston 
Friday after receiving threats, one by a telephone call from a man 
who said he wants to fi ght him.

The fi restorm and threats came, he said, after he spoke in support 
of an amendment in a House committee Wednesday that would not 
allow any protective classes added that are not already in state code.

“It was just a simple amendment, not offered by me, to not add 
any protective classes … not already in state code,” he said Friday 
afternoon. “That was it.”

The amendment, introduced by Del. Dean Jeffries, R-Kanawha, 
would basically not recognize LBGTQ as a protected group since it’s 
not in the state code, and nullify ordinances that municipalities have 
passed to include them.

If the amendment, which was killed, would have passed both leg-
islative bodies and approval by the governor, no municipality in the 
state could allow LGBTQ individuals by law to have anti-discrimi-
nation rights.

Porterfi eld said it’s all about individual freedom and if someone 
owns a business they should be able to decide if a “lifestyle” is un-
acceptable to them.

Porterfi eld made specifi c comments on the LBGTQ organiza-
tions, which, he says, do not represent gay people.

“They represent a socialist activist agenda,” he said. “They are 
opponents of freedom.”

Calling them “brutal monsters,” he said the proof of that has al-
ready been demonstrated in the telephone threat.

Porterfi eld played a recording of the call, where a man identifi es 
himself as a “f….t,” and calls Porterfi eld a “f…..g coward,” saying, 
“You suck,” and asking Porterfi eld to call him out to fi ght.

“You bring as many people as you want,” the caller said. “Bring 
it on.”

Porterfi eld, who is blind and cannot fully open his eyes, also re-
ceived a text referring to him as “slits-for-eyes.”

“I am terrifi ed of these people,” he said, “I feel like the LBGTQ 
.. would be the Ku Klux Klan in the modern era without the hoods.”

He said he has also been attacked on Facebook and by Democrats.
WVDP Chairwoman Belinda Biafore called for Republican lead-

ership to denounce Porterfi eld’s “hate-fi lled remarks and actions” 
and said he should resign.

“First of all, Delegate Porterfi eld needs to resign,” she said in a 
statement. “West Virginia has no room for someone who expresses 
such hate. Let alone room for him to hold a public offi ce where he 
is supposed to represent the people of West Virginia. His hate-fi lled 
remarks and actions speak volumes and so does the Republican Par-
ty’s silence. The Republican majority’s leadership needs to condemn 
these actions. Their silence is complicit and the people of West Vir-
ginia deserve better.” 

Porterfi eld, who is also a minister (Blind Faith Ministries) in 
Princeton, said some Democrats “took those comments (he made 
about the amendment) and used them as political fodder,” spending 
“almost an hour on the fl oor ridiculing me.”

He said he does not agree with the “homosexual lifestyle,” but 
thinks people should live their lives the way they choose.

“This is not an us against them thing,” he said. “We can disagree” 
but that does not mean any sort of threats or what he terms “hate 
crimes” are acceptable.

“It incited a hate crime against me and disparaging remarks about 
my disability ...” he said, adding that his freedoms have been at-
tacked.

“I don’t personally believe homosexuality is right, but I don’t 
persecute gays,” he said, again emphasizing the “brutal and viscous 
people” that are not part of the general gay community but the ones 
he identifi es with some LBGTQ organizations.

He said they want to “take our communities and force them to 
live” by their standards.

Porterfi eld said such an agenda can take away the rights of people 
who do not want to serve or house certain lifestyles, and taxpaying 
citizens should have a choice in the matter.

“That is your business if you do or you don’t (serve a particular 
lifestyle), that is a behavior, that is not a protected lifestyle,” he said.

Porterfi eld compared it to a landlord not wanting to rent to people 
whose behavior may include drinking and partying.

“It is about freedom and democracy,” he said. “It is completely 
about individual freedom.”

Porterfi eld referenced Virginian John Leland, a Baptist minister 
who helped James Madison to insist on the Bill of Rights.

“That (Bill of Rights) is why we don’t have a state church in 
America,” he said. “You have the right and freedom to disagree, but 
let me live my life within the scope of how I want to live it, without 
fear or threats.”

Porterfi eld, who was wearing a Make American Great Again hat 
Friday, also sent a screen shot of some of the texts of support he had 
received.

Those included:
“Keep fi ghting the socialist scum trying to bury our country! We 

were born free, and we will remain free!”
“Keep standing for truth!”
“Right on, Eric. We All Behind Ya Brother!!!!”
Fellow 27th District legislators John Shott and Dr. Joe Ellington, 

both Republicans, were not familiar with the details of what Porter-
fi eld had said in committee and could not comment on it.
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Memorials
PHS Scholarship Fund, Inc.

In memory of Carol Wratch-
ford by Monarch Heights Asso-
ciation.

In memory of Elma Joyce 
Smith by Monarch Heights As-
sociation.

In memory of Alma Lee 
(Ours) Huffman by PHS Class 
of 1952.

In memory of Arlena 

“Winkie” Swick Sites by PHS 
Class of 1952.

In memory of Robert Whit-
mer by Karen Kitzmiller.

In memory of Garry Hogbin 
by Irene Webster.

In memory of Phyllis Shook 
by Irene Webster. 
2/12_________________________________

OLIN TERRANCE HAWK
Olin Terrance Hawk, 94, of 

Petersburg, W.Va., passed away 
Sunday, Feb. 3, 2019, at Grant 
Memorial Hospital, Petersburg.

Born March 29, 1924, in Ba-
yard, W.Va., he was the son of 
the late Paul Granville Hawk 
and Mae Elva (Taylor) Hawk.  
In addition to his parents, Olin 
was preceded in death by six 
sisters, Mary Ellen Dayton, 
Shirley A. Arbogast, Lovell M. 
Goldizen, Eileen Foley, Ramona 
June Cook and Carolyn S. Con-
ner; and one brother, P. Wendell 
Hawk. 

Olin was a graduate of Pe-
tersburg High School Class 
of 1942. He served in the U.S. 
Army Air Force during World 
War II. He was a life member of 
Potomac Highlands VFW Post 
6454 and American Legion Post 
78 and Disabled American Vet-
erans. He was a retired West Vir-
ginia Bank Examiner. He was a 
member of Grove Street United 
Methodist Church, Petersburg. 

He is survived by his wife of  
58 years,  Phyllis  (Mills) Hawk; 
three sons, Kevin S. Hawk 
(Madelyn) of  New Market, 
Md., Terry L. Hawk (Tina) of  
Petersburg and Rodney E. Hawk  
of  Petersburg; one daughter, 
Rhonda K. Sites (Lysle Jr.) of  
Petersburg;  12 grandchildren; 
2 great-grandchildren; three 
brothers, Ronald Hawk (Jean) 
of Cumberland, Md., William E. 
Hawk (Joan) of Broomes Island, 
Md. and Richard Hawk (Mar-
tha) of Maysville, W.Va.; four 
sisters, Phyllis Treadway (Ru-
pert) of Arlington, Va., Frances 

Park (Tim) of Petersburg, Nor-
ma Reel of Petersburg and Pa-
tricia Parks (Orland) of Scherr, 
W.Va.; as well as numerous 
nieces and nephews.

Funeral services were Thurs-
day morning at the Schaeffer 
Funeral Home chapel, Peters-
burg, with the Rev. Larry Hakes 
offi ciating.                                 

Burial was in Maysville 
Cemetery with military rites by 
Potomac Highlands VFW Post 
6454 and West Virginia Army 
Honor Guard.

The family suggests that me-
morials may be made to Ameri-
can Legion Post 78 Boys State 
Fund, P.O. Box 537, Petersburg, 
WV 26847 or VFW Post 6454 
Scholarship Fund, P.O. Box 
516, Petersburg, WV  26847.

Condolences to the family 
may be left at www.schaefferfu 
neralhome.com.           (2-12-19)

EDITH VIRGINIA ALT
Edith Virginia “Polly” Alt, 

93, of Petersburg, W.Va., passed 
away Wednesday, Feb. 6, 2019, 
at Grant Memorial Hospital, Pe-
tersburg.  

Born Oct. 25, 1925, in Pe-
tersburg, she was the daughter 
of the late Thomas William Cox 
and Elizabeth (Mongold) Cox.

In addition to her parents, 
Polly was preceded in death by 
her husband, Forest D. Alt on 
March 31, 2014 after 67 years 
of marriage; two sisters, Mary 
Mauzy and Annalee Bible; one 
brother, Junior Cox; two broth-
ers-in-law, Ronald Mauzy and 
Wardnie Bible; and sister-in-
law, Faye Cox. 

Polly was employed by 
Windsor Knit Sewing Facto-
ry, Joan Curtis Manufacturing, 
Edinburg Manufacturing and 
was manager and retired from 
Schwab (Little Me Clothes) 
Manufacturing.   She was a 
faithful member of Grove Street 
United Methodist Church. Polly 
was a member of the American 
Legion Post 64 Ladies Auxilia-
ry and member of the Rebekah 
Lodge of Petersburg.

She is survived by two 
daughters, Sharon (Tim) Coo-
per of Elkins, W.Va. and Bren-
da (Rick) Feaster of Petersburg; 
one son, Terry “Buddy” Alt of 
Petersburg; six grandchildren, 
William (Christina) Umbright 
of Morgantown, W.Va., Thomas 
(April) Rohrbaugh of Peters-
burg, Beverly (Brian) Romero 
of Elkins, Beth (Tommy) Scott 
of Oakland, Md., Jeff (Alyssa) 
Feaster of Weirton, W.Va. and 
Morgan Heavner of Petersburg; 
17 great-grandchildren, Codie 
Rohrbaugh and Brooklyn, Sa-
matha Rohrbaugh,  Josh and 

Macie Romero, Julia, Natalia 
and Austin Feaster, Tommie, 
Sidney, Sunni and Sadie Scott, 
Tyler and Katie Umbright, Cha-
sity Alt, Blake Heavner, Hunter 
Heavner and Addison Heavner; 
one great-great-grandson, Ben-
jamin Creed Rohrbaugh; one 
sister, Nancy (Les) Givan of 
Charlotte, N.C.; one brother, 
Wayne Cox of Manassas, Va.; 
sister-in-law, Kay Cox of Win-
chester, Va.; and several nieces 
and nephews.    

Funeral services were Sun-
day afternoon at the Schaeffer 
Funeral Home chapel, Peters-
burg, with the Rev. Larry Hakes 
and Pastor Yvonne Black offi ci-
ating.  Burial was in Lahmans-
ville Cemetery, Lahmansville, 
W.Va.  

Family suggests that memo-
rial donations may be made to 
Grove Street United Methodist 
Church,  11 North Grove Street, 
Petersburg, WV 26847.

Condolences to the family 
may be left at www.schaefferfun 
eralhome.com.             (2-12-19)

VERA M. WARNER
Vera Madera Warner, 94, of 

Petersburg, died Thursday, Feb. 
7, at her home. 

Born Oct. 23, 1924, in Job,  
she was the daughter of the late 
Omar and Ethel (Day) White. 
She was also preceeded in death 
by her husband Arlie Warner in 
2002; one brother, Ed White; 
and four sisters, Haley Toss, 
Dessie Fox, Naomi Carr, and Jo 
Koshock.

Ms. Warner attended school 
in Job and Harman, and she was 
a Methodist by faith. She retired 
from General Motors in Cleve-
land, Ohio. She also helped op-
erate the family farm and had 
worked as a welder in the Ship-
yard in Baltimore, Md. during 
World War II.

She is survived by one daugh-
ter, Sandra Jo Cooper of Har-
man; one son, Roland L. Warner 
of Petersburg; four grandchil-
dren, Kevin, Rex and Trenton 
Warner, and Harrison Cooper; 
and fi ve great-grandchildren. 

Her body has been cremated 
and a private memorial service 
will be held at a later date, with 
inurnment in the White Family 
Cemetery, Job. Memories and 
words of comfort may be left at 
www.basagic.com or on Face-
book at Basagic Funeral Home. 

          (2-12-19)

KEVIN JAMES SCHELL
Kevin James Schell, 51, of 

Cabins, passed away Monday, 
Feb. 4, at Ruby Memorial Hos-
pital, Morgantown.

Born Nov. 20, 1967, in Pe-
tersburg, he was the son of 
Donna Jean (Delawder) Schell 
of Cabins and the late Golden 
Richard Schell. He was also 
preceded in death by one son, 
Brayden J. Schell, March 6, 
2017.

Kevin graduated from Peters-
burg High School in 1986. He 
was a member of Hillside Chap-
el in Petersburg, Petersburg Ma-
sonic Lodge #145 and Operating 
Engineers Union #132. He was 
a heavy equipment operator.

He is survived by his wife, 
Kathleen Dougherty-Schell, 
whom he married Nov. 19, 2017;  
his mother; and two brothers, 
Dane Schell of Stephens City, 
Va. and J.C. Schell of Cabins.

Funeral services were Satur-
day morning at the Basagic Fu-
neral Home chapel, Petersburg,  
with Pastor Bobby Brown offi -

ciating. Per Mr. Schell’s request 
his body was cremated. 

Memorials may be made to 
the Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren, Attn: Offi ce of Develop-
ment, 2900 N. Rocky Point Dr., 
Tampa, FL 33607. Memories 
and words of comfort may be 
left at www.basagic.com or on 
Facebook at Basagic Funeral 
Home.                         (2-12-19)

LORETTA LYNN KETTERMAN
Loretta Lynn Ketterman, 48, 

of Franklin and formerly of Pe-
tersburg, passed away on Mon-
day, Feb. 4, at Grant Memorial 
Hospital, Petersburg.  

Born on Sept. 14, 1970, in 
Petersburg, she was the daughter 
of Anna Mae (Mongold) Ketter-
man of Petersburg and the late 
Keith Monroe Ketterman. She 
was also preceded in death by 
one nephew, Joshua Ketterman.

Loretta attended school at 
Petersburg High School. She 
was a member of the Petersburg 
Southern Baptist Church.

In addition to her mother, she 
is survived by one sister, Peg-
gy Moyers of Minnesota; four  
brothers, Curtis Ketterman of 
Cabins, Ronnie Ketterman of 
Maysville, and Keith L. Ket-
terman and Robert Ketterman, 
both of Petersburg; two neph-
ews and one niece.

Funeral services were Friday 
morning at the Basagic Funeral 
Home chapel, Petersburg, with 
Pastor Craig Howard offi ciat-

ing. Interment was in Maple Hill 
Cemetery, Petersburg.  

Memorials may be made to 
the Franklin Group Home, 139 
Glover Drive or P.O. Box 465, 
Franklin, WV 26807. Memories 
and words of comfort may be 
left at www.basagic.com or on 
Facebook at Basagic Funeral 
Home.           (2-12-19)

RAYMOND N. KILE
Raymond Newton Kile, 70, 

of Petersburg, died Friday, Feb. 
8, in Rig. 

Born June 24, 1948, in Cum-
berland, Md., he was the son of 
the late Raymond Burley and 
Mary Matilda (Lahman) Kile. 

Mr. Kile was a 1966 graduate 
of Petersburg High School and 
was a Methodist by faith. He 
was a former engineering assis-
tant at USDA Soil Conservation 
and had also worked at Pilgrims 
Pride. He was a veteran of the 
U.S. Navy, where he served for 
21 years and completed three 
tours in Vietnam on aircraft car-
riers. He was a lifetime member 
of the VFW #6454. 

He is survived by his wife 
Nancy (Kisamore) Kile, whom 
he married June 23, 1973; two 
sons, Matt B. Kile of Charles-
ton, and Eric Kile of Pikeville, 
Ky.; fi ve grandchildren, Kaleb, 
Samuel, Parker and Cash Kile 
and Logan Cole; one brother, 
Andrew L. Kile of Cabins; and 
several nieces and nephews.

Funeral services are today 
(Tuesday), 11 a.m. at the Basag-

ic Funeral Home chapel, Peters-
burg, with Pastor Craig Howard 
offi ciating. Interment will be in 
Maple Hill Cemetery, Peters-
burg. Military graveside rites 
will be accorded  by the VFW 
Honor Guard Post #6454 and 
the U.S. Navy. 

Memories and words of com-
fort may be left at www.basagic.
com or on Facebook at Basagic 
Funeral Home.          (2-12-19)
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courage using pill drop off lo-
cations, so local law enforce-
ment can properly dispose by 
incineration. 

Other PITAR members 
praised the efforts of OnTrack, 
pointing to their growing pres-
ence in the school system and 
updates of awareness programs 
to illustrate the danger of drugs 
while also ensuring recov-
ery options are available and 
non-stigmatized. 

Also during the meeting, 

the group heard an update 
concerning, SAMHSA, an 
evidence-based training for 
regional school systems on 
JUULING/vaping and the 
many harmful effects of these 
products. Currently, fi ve peo-
ple have been certifi ed in this 
program.  This program was 
implemented in Grant County 
on February 4.

Another prevention program 
coming in February to Grant 
County Schools is SPORT Pre-
vention Plus Wellness, a pro-
gram focusing on encouraging 
healthful habits, such as exer-
cise and nutrition, over drug 

use. The program has been 
heavily discussed at previous 
PITAR meetings, with Raj Ma-
sih of the Potomac Highlands 
Guild explaining that students 
who lead healthful lives, in-
cluding getting enough sleep 
and eating well, are statistically 
less likely to use drugs. 

The SPORT program will 
also be available in Mineral 
and Pendleton counties this 
year. The group is also cur-
rently in preliminary talks with 
the Superintendent for WV 
School for the Deaf and Blind 
about starting the program in 
that school as well. Masih ex-

plained that all materials can 
be converted to braille for their 
blind students, and they will 
use sign-interpreters to facili-
tate for the deaf students. 

The group also heard a short 
update into ongoing research 
being done at the Russ Hedrick 
Recovery Resourse Center on 
the role exercise plays in re-
covery. 

The update was given by 
Roger Dodd of the The Grant/
Hardy Recovery Group. Dodd 
explained that the Russ Hedrick 
Recovery Resource Center has 
started a new clinical research 
protocol measuring the effects 

of exercise on early recovery. 
The protocol was approved by 
the PHG Institutional Review 
Board for human research. The 
research will be specifi cally 
looking at how targeted exer-
cise impacts the symptoms of 
Post-Acute Withdrawal Syn-
drome (PAWS).

Concerning intervention, 
Masih spoke on the local Vivi-
trol Clinic and its role in over-
coming addiction. Vivitrol is a 
medication that prevents opi-
oids from affecting the brain, 
meaning using the drugs will 
have little to no effect and will 
not cause the “high” feeling. 

According to Masih, patients 
using Vivitrol in their rehabil-
itation are more likely to over-
come their addiction than those 
not using the medication.

Masih said anyone who is 
considered a potential patient 
for Vivitrol needs to be re-
ferred to PHG for an intake to 
evaluate them for appropriate-
ness and to set up wrap-around 
services including mandatory 
counseling, recovery coaching 
and 12-step meetings. The Po-
tomac Highlands Guild will be 
adding Vivitrol services to the 
Hampshire and Mineral county 
clinics this year.

Grant Memorial Hospital welcomes 
new general surgeon to their campus

Two Parsons residents have 
admitted to their roles in a meth-
amphetamine distribution opera-
tion, United States Attorney Bill 
Powell announced.

John Luther Boyles, age 62, 

pleaded guilty to one count of 
conspiracy to distribute metham-
phetamine.

Boyles admitted to conspiring 
with others to distribute more 
than fi ve grams of methamphet-

amine from December 2017 to 
March 2018 in Tucker and Ran-
dolph counties and elsewhere.

Donna Alyce Boyles, age 51, 
pleaded guilty to one count of 
aiding and abetting maintaining 

a drug-involved premises.
She admitted to maintaining 

a residence located at 128 Main 
Street in Parsons, W.Va., to man-
ufacture, sell or use metham-
phetamine.

John Boyles faces no less 
than fi ve years and up to 20 years 
incarceration and a fi ne of up to 
$5 million.

Donna Boyles faces up to 20 
years incarceration and a fi ne of 

up to $500,000. Under the fed-
eral sentencing guidelines, the 
actual sentence imposed will be 
based upon the seriousness of the 
offenses and the prior criminal 
history, if any, of the defendant.

Tucker County residents admit to their roles in a methamphetamine distribution operation

Phillip Arnold Bennett, 
of Piedmont, W.Va., has ad-
mitted to a fi rearms charge, 
United States Attorney Bill 
Powell announced.

Bennett, age 30, pleaded 
guilty to one count of unlaw-
ful possession of a fi rearm.

 Bennett admitted to ille-
gally possessing a .380 cali-
ber pistol in September 2017 
in Mineral County.

Bennett faces up to 10 
years incarceration and a fi ne 
of up to $250,000. Under the 
federal sentencing guide-
lines, the actual sentence im-
posed will be based upon the 
seriousness of the offenses 

and the prior criminal history, 
if any, of the defendant.

This case was brought as 
part of Project Safe Neigh-
borhoods (PSN). Project Safe 
Neighborhoods is the center-
piece of the Department of 
Justice’s violent crime reduc-
tion efforts.  PSN is an evi-
dence-based program proven 
to be effective at reducing vi-
olent crime. Through PSN, a 
broad spectrum of stakehold-
ers work together to identi-
fy the most pressing violent 
crime problems in the com-
munity and develop compre-
hensive solutions to address 
them. As part of this strategy, 

PSN focuses enforcement 
efforts on the most violent 
offenders and partners with 
locally based prevention and 
reentry programs for lasting 
reductions in crime.

Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Lara K. Omps-Botteicher is 
prosecuting the case on be-
half of the government. The 
Potomac Highlands Drug and 
Violent Crimes Task Force, 
a HIDTA-funded initiative, 
and the West Virginia State 
Police investigated. 

U.S. Magistrate Judge 
Robert W. Trumble presided.

Mineral County man admits to 
federal fi rearms charge, faces 
up to 10 years in prison

Dr. Theresa S. Rutledge                                     photo courtesy of gmh

Earlier this month, Grant 
Memorial Hospital offi cially 
welcomed Dr. Theresa “Tra-
cy” S. Rutledge to their general 
surgery staff. Rutledge started 
in the role on  Feb. 1.

Dr. Rutledge is a Cumber-
land, Md. native and now re-
sides in Morgantown. 

According to a release pro-
vided by Grant Memorial Hos-
pital, Rutledge received her 

undergraduate degree from 
Georgetown University and her 
Doctor of Osteopathic Medi-
cine from Kirksville College of 
Osteopathic Medicine. 

She completed her residen-
cy at Ingham Regional Medical 
Center in Lansing, Mich. and 
now specializes in general sur-
gery, endoscopy and advanced 
laparoscopic procedures. Dr. 
Rutledge is the daughter of 

Dr. Richard L. Snider, who 
practiced general and vascular 
surgery in Cumberland for 25 
years.

Dr. Rutledge and her hus-
band have four children. Her 
hobbies include family time, 
raising horses on their farm and 
outdoor activities. To schedule 
an appointment, please call 
304-257-4331.

By JoAnn Snoderly
The Exponent Telegram

West Virginia teachers and 
school service personnel vot-
ed in favor of authorizing their 
union leaders to call for a “day 
of action” if needed to send a 
message to the Legislature, ac-
cording to union offi cials.

Teachers and service per-
sonnel in every county held 
votes last week on whether to 
give their union leadership the 
authority to call for action that 
could include a work stoppage.

The vote was taken as an ed-
ucation omnibus bill opposed 
by the unions makes its way 
through the House of Delegates 
after passing the state Senate

Union leaders from across 
the state met in Flatwoods on 
Saturday to compile the votes.

“Today was important so 
that we could get sort of a pulse 
on how our members are feeling 
throughout the state, and it was 
an overwhelming authorization 
from them to plan the next steps 
when needed,” said Fred Albert, 
president of the West Virginia 
chapter of the American Feder-
ation of Teachers.

“It was overwhelmingly sup-
portive throughout the state. ... 
There were no outliers,” he said.

Union leaders have ex-
pressed concerns about sever-
al provisions in the omnibus 
bill, including ones that would 
allow charter schools, set up 

education savings accounts, 
implement “paycheck protec-
tion” that would halt automatic 
deductions for union dues and 
eliminate seniority.

On Friday, the House Edu-
cation Committee approved a 
“strike and insert” amendment 
that changes some of the con-
troversial provisions in the Sen-
ate bill.Albert said there are cur-
rently no plans for a protest by 
teachers and service personnel.

“We’re not hoping to do any 
one-day action at this point. 
We’re watching the Senate bill 
as it travels through the legisla-
tive session, and we’re just stay-
ing in touch with our members,” 
Albert said.

House Speaker Roger Han-
shaw, R-Clay, has called for 
public hearings on Senate Bill 
451 to be held at 8 a.m. and 5:30 
p.m. Monday.Albert praised 
Hanshaw’s action.

“That shows us that (dele-
gates) really are interested in 
what teachers, parents and ser-
vice personnel have to say about 
our schools and about public 
education. The reason we had 
this meeting (Saturday) before 
that was they didn’t decide un-
til Thursday to have these pub-
lic hearings, and this meeting 
in Flatwoods had already been 
planned,” Albert said.

“We’re very grateful that the 
House has been very deliberate. 
They’ve taken time to move 

through this bill, to look at it 
piece by piece and take out the 
things that they know were not 
really moving public education 
forward,” he said.

West Virginia Education As-
sociation President Dale Lee 
warned that the fi nal format 
of the bill is still in question, 
however, as it has to make its 
way through the House Finance 
Committee, the full House and, 
if changes are made, go back 
before the Senate.

“We just want to be prepared 
for anything,” Lee said. “We’ll 
follow the bill ... and keep our 
members informed what’s go-
ing on and make sure we’re on 
top of things.”

According to Harrison 
County American Federation 
of Teachers President Renee 
McClean, the union will hold 
an informational session for the 
community at 6 p.m. Monday at 
All Saints Catholic Church in 
Bridgeport.

After a brief introduction to 
start the meeting, Bridgeport 
High School AP government 
teacher J.D. Lister will give a 
PowerPoint presentation for at-
tendees. Union representatives 
will then fi eld audience ques-
tions on the bill, McClean said.

The session is open to “any-
body who wants to learn more 
about the bill and how it will 
affect their tax dollars and 
schools,” she said.

Teachers across state vote to 
authorize possible work stoppage
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 Matt and I (Glenna), along with our families, would 
 like to celebrate Mom and Dad’s 50th Wedding    

         Anniversary with a card shower, Feb. 22nd.

 50th Anniversary Card Show er

 Tom & Darlene Evans
 100 Darlene Evans Farm Road

 Maysville, WV 26833

Grant Rehabilitation and 
Care Center launched its new re-
habilitation unit, named in honor 
of board chairman Pastor Dick 
Longbon. As part of the cele-
bration, Petersburg High School 
Art II and III students displayed 
their works, “Abstract A Flow-
er.” The center held an open 
house Nov. 29, to commemorate 
the event.

In November the staff partic-
ipated in a “Best Pumpkin Reci-
pe” contest with assistant direc-
tor of nursing, Christina Thorne, 
selected as the winner for her 
pumpkin trifl e.

Christmas parties were held 
in December and residents made 
their annual donation to Toys for 
Happiness. This time around, 60 
toys were donated, purchased 
with money given by residents 
out of their game winnings. This 
is the 10th year of participation 
in this event.

The Nutrition Services De-
partment stayed busy during 
the holiday baking and meal 
planning. The Residents’ Coun-
cil chose special meals for 
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day 
and New Year’s Day and many 
guests were also served.

Residents were treated to a 
trip to see the lights of Welton 
Park, returning for homemade 
cookies and hot chocolate. Many 
community and church groups 
visited and brought gifts and 
cards for Christmas. The staff 
had an Ugly Sweater contest 
and winners were Felicia Miller 
- fi rst, Angie Engle - second and 
Bonnie Dolly - third.

A holiday baking competi-
tion was held and winner was 
Jennifer Sites with her white 
chocolate cheddar popcorn.

Employee of the month for 
December was Wendy Bennett.

Wendy has been employed at 
GRCC for seven years. She be-
gan in the housekeeping depart-

ment, but has worked as a CNA 
for the past several years. She 
attends North Mill Creek Bap-
tist Church, has one daughter, 
Makayla, and two dogs, Bear 
and Yappy. In her free time, she 
enjoys cleaning, horseback rid-
ing and hunting.

January’s employee of the 
month was Missy Strickler. She 
is a CNA and has been employed 
at GRCC for 29 years.

She and husband Shane, have 
one son, Garrett, who is 14. 
They also have a cat, Sophie, 
and two dogs, Lily and Shadow.

Missy attends Moorefi eld 
Baptist Church. In her free time, 
she enjoys spending time with 
family, being outdoors, watch-
ing baseball and traveling.

As always, volunteers of 
all ages are always needed, 
welcomed and encouraged at 
GRCC. For more information 
contact the activities department 
at 304-257-4233, ext. 5225.

Residents with their Toys for Happiness donation for Denver the elf.

Kari Evans awards Christina Thorne for her pumpkin recipe.

Jennifer Sites is the holiday baking champion.

Wendy Bennett

Missy Strickler

 Concerned about the size 
 of your carbon footprint?
 Wondering how you can 

 help cut back?

 THINK GREEN!
 A special E-subscription to 

 www.grantcountypress.com

 Visit today!

Ugly sweater contest winner 
Felicia Miller

Happy
Valentine’s 

Day!

  C OUNTRY  C ARS  & T RUCKS

 FAMILY  VALUES FAMILY  VALUES FAMILY  VALUES We have a great selection of performance  tested, pre-owned vehicles in stock.  Stop in and let us run the numbers for you. 

 �Country People 
 Taking Care of 
 Country People� 

 STOP IN OR CALL 304-257-4114 ON THE HILL IN PETERSBURG
 For a complete listing please visit our website countrycarsandtrucks.com

   After hours call Jim Crites at 304-257-8540

 ALL TYPES OF LATE MODEL, LOW MILEAGE, PREOWNED VEHICLES

 We will also service your vehicle:
 Brakes • Rotors • Oil Changes • Tune-ups  

 Engine Repair • Transmission • Heating &  A/C Repair  
 State Inspections and More

 BUY • SELL • RENT BUY • SELL • RENT BUY • SELL • RENT
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Trout Stocking 
Schedule,

see page, 3B

PHS football player Jacob Hartman signed to continue his football career at Glenville State Col-
lege. He was joined at the signing by his mother, Shannon Hartman, his sister, Jadyn Hartman 
and his father, Jasper Hartman. His older brother, Jordan, who is also a former graduate of PHS 
and received a scholarship to play college football, attended the signing through video.   
                         photos courtesy of phs

PHS defensive football player Doug Morral signed with Glenville State College to continue his 
football career. Joining him for the signing was his mother, Penny Morral, his father, Richard 
Morral, his coaches Seth Gordon, Bobby Jack Harman and Kevin Board and PHS principal 
Avery Anderson.

PHS’ Tyce Wisnewski signed with Concord to continue his football career. Joining him for the 
signing was his mother, Angela Wisnewski, his father, Ed Wisnewski, his coaches Seth Gordon, 
Bobby Jack Harman and Kevin Board and PHS principal Avery Anderson.

Three Vikings sign to play 
college football

Lady Vikings pick up win over Bearcats
The Peters-

burg High School 
Lady Vikings 

picked up another 
win last week against 

t h e Grafton High School 
Bearcats, 62-38. The win set 
the team at 11-7 for the season. 

There were two standout 
athletes of the game for PHS, 
offensive shooters Jenna Bur-
gess and Kayla Lantz, who 
grabbed a combined total of 
34 points for the Vikings. 

The season has been a 
strong showing for sophomore 
Burgess, who has maintained a 
nearly 14 points-per-game av-
erage and has picked up a total 
of 246 points for the season to 
date. 

At nearly nine points-per-

game sophomore Lantz holds 
the second-highest average for 
the Lady Vikings. 

Lantz has picked up 157 
points for the team this season. 
Both Lantz and Burgess have 
played in all 18 games of the 
season. 

During the game against 
Tucker, the score was consis-
tently one-sided in favor of 
the Vikings, with PHS pulling 
ahead 23-7 in only the fi rst 
period. This trend continued 
throughout the game, going 
into half-time at  30-13. Af-
ter the teams took back to 
the court, the score increased 
to 48-26 with the fi nal count 
wrapping up in favor of the 
Vikings at 62-38. 

Other Viking scorers during 

the game were: Casey Watts 
with 10 points (four of which 
from two-point shots and 
two from free throws), Han-
nah Moyers with six points, 
MacKenzie Kitzmiller with 
three points, Mickala Taylor, 
Megan Kite, Reece Hedrick 
and Carley Turner each with 
two points and MacKenzie 
Weasenforth with one point. 

Burgess picked up 18 
points, all of which came from 
solid two-point shots (fi eld 
goals) and Lantz picked up 
16 points, fi ve of which came 
from two-point shots, three 
came from free throws and 
one coming from a three-point 
shot. 

Overall, the Vikings picked 
up 25 two-pointers, 15 at-

tempted free throws with nine 
made (60 percent) and one 
three-point shot. 

For the Grafton team, the 
top scorer was Meridith Mai-
er, who picked up 11 points 
for the Bearcats through fi ve 
two-point throws and one free 
throw. Behind Maier was Bria 
Jacobs, who grabbed nine 
points, through two two-point 
shots, two free throws and one 
three-pointer.

The Bearcats’ fi nal score 
came from 14 two-pointers, 
12 attempted free throws with 
4 made (33 percent) and two 
three-pointers.

Following their game 
against the Bearcats, the Vi-
kings next faced off against the 
Tucker County High School 

Mountain Lions, losing that 
game in a close 63-54. 

The game was a close match 
between the two schools, with 
the Vikings leading the game 
following the fi rst period, 16-
12. The game went into half-
time with a tied score of 29-29. 
From there, the Vikings fell 
behind, struggling to hold back 
the Mountain Lions defensive-
ly. The third period ended 47-
40 in favor of Tucker, before 
ultimately ending 63-54. 

Burgess also made her 
mark in the game against the 
Mountain Lions, picking up 
25 points in total, including 
six two-pointers and 13 free 
throws (of 16 attempts). 

Other Viking scorers in the 
game against Tucker County 

were Turner with nine points, 
Watts with six, Lantz with 
four, Hedrick and Moyers with 
three and Kitzmiller, Taylor 
and Weasenforth with two 
points each. 

This loss set their current 
record at 11-8 for the season, 
with two games left in their 
regular schedule. 

The Lady Vikings will next 
face down the Moorefi eld 
High School Yellow Jackets 
tomorrow at PHS before wrap-
ping up their regularly sched-
uled season on Feb. 14 against 
the East Hardy High School 
Cougars, also at PHS. 

PHS hosts signing events for:
Jacob Hartman
Tyce Wisnewski

Doug Morral



By: John Antonik
West Virginia University

Courtney Ramey’s 19 points 
helped Texas to a 75-53 victory 
over West Virginia here at the 
WVU Coliseum on Feb. 9.

An announced crowd of 
12,815 was looking for a 
bounce-back performance 
from the Mountaineers after 
they lost by 31 on Monday 
night at Texas Tech.

But West Virginia was un-
able to deliver. 

WVU had no answer for 
Texas’ zone defense, especial-
ly in the second half when the 
Mountaineers made just nine-
of-23 fi eld goals to fi nish the 
game shooting 35.3 percent. 

In its last two games, West 
Virginia has misfi red on 63 of 
its 90 fi eld goal attempts.

“I’m totally embarrassed 
that this is happening,” West 

Virginia coach Bob Huggins 
said on his postgame radio 
show. “I don’t know what to 
say.”

Texas (14-10, 6-5) nev-
er trailed but did see its early 
eight-point lead whittled to 
one, 29-28, 
with 2:13 
remaining 
in the fi rst 
half. A Jer-
maine Haley 3 
from the top of the 
key, a Chase Harler 
layup off a feed from 
Derek Culver and fi ve 
straight points from Esa 
Ahmad forced Longhorn 
coach Shaka Smart to call 
timeout.

When play resumed, Ramey 
knocked down a triple, one of 
fi ve he made for the night, and 
Matt Coleman III fi nished the 
fi rst half scoring when he con-

verted a driving layup off of a 
Lamont West miss.

A 10-1 Texas run to begin 
the second half got the Long-
horn lead to 15, 44-29, and 
soon it grew to 23, then to 27 
and eventually to 29 points 

before Smart 
emptied his 
bench.

K e n v i n 
Roach II add-
ed 14 points 
on six-of-10 
shooting.

T e x a s 
made 29-of-

64 for 45.3 percent 
(including eight sec-

ond half dunks) and was 
nine-of-23 from 3-point 

distance for 39.1 percent.
The Longhorns had a 42-34 

rebounding advantage and a 
40-22 edge in paint scoring.

“We don’t pass the ball and 

I’m blown away with how bad 
we pass the ball and our un-
willingness to pass the ball,” 
Huggins said.

West Virginia (10-14, 2-9) 
got a team-best 14 points from 
forward Esa Ahmad. The se-
nior now has 1,039 career 
points, moving him past Tony 
Robertson (1,026) and Lee Pa-
trone (1,026) into 48 thplace in 
career scoring at WVU.

Culver added seven points 
and grabbed a team-best 11 
rebounds. It was the sixth time 
the freshman has grabbed 10 
or more boards in a game this 
season.

“Part of our problem is Der-
ek doesn’t know what he’s do-
ing. Derek deserves some of 
the blame for that but the reali-
ty is he wasn’t here the fi rst se-
mester so it’s not a reaction to 
him like it is to everybody else, 
so he hurts us in that regard,” 

Huggins said, “But he helps us 
in so many other ways.”

It was West Virginia’s fourth 
straight game without injured 
guard Beetle Bolden and the 
15th without injured forward 
Sagaba Konate.

The 22-point loss tonight 
was West Virginia’s largest at 
home this season. It’s also the 
fi fth double-digit loss in Big 
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The annual Union Middle 
School Basketball Tournament 
will be held this week on Feb. 
14 and Feb. 16 in Mount Storm. 

The games for the event will 
begin at 5 p.m. on Thursday 
and will pick up again on Sat-
urday, Feb. 16 at noon. 

Grades competing in the 
event will sixth through eighth. 

Four teams will take the 
court to compete for the tour-
nament championship: Da-
vis-Thomas, Harman, East 
Hardy and Union.

Seven-person  and all-tour-
nament team winners will be 
named, inlcuding three from 
the championship team, two 
from runner-up, one each from 
third and fourth place teams 
and one championship team 
trophy as well as a runner-up 
team trophy.

Each match will feature at 
10 minute pre-game warm-ups 
and a fi ve minute half time.

Brackets:  

Thursday, February 14
Game 1 (Girls)   

Union (7th) (h) vs. East Hardy 
(v) at 5 p.m.

 Game 2 (Boys)  
Harman (h) vs. East Hardy (v) 

at 6:15 p.m.
 Game 3 (Girls)  

Davis Thomas (v) vs. Union 
(h) at 7:30 p.m.

 Game 4 (Boys)  
Davis Thomas (v) vs. Union 

(h) at 8:45 p.m.

Saturday, February 16
Game 1 (Girls)

Girls Consolation game 1 (v) 
vs loser game 3 (h) at noon.

Game 2 (Boys)
Consolation loser game 2(v) vs 
loser game 4 (h) at 1:15 p.m..

Game 3 (Girls)
Championship winner Game 
1 (v) vs winner game 3 (h) at 

2:30 p.m.
Game 4 (Boys)

Boys Championship winner 
Game 2 (v) vs winner game 4 

(h) at 3:45 p.m.

The West Virginia Second-
ary Schools Activities Com-
mission is conducting coaching 
education classes at Union High 
School in Mount Storm.

The class will be held on Feb. 
21 and 22 from 5 to 10 p.m. and 

Feb. 23 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The instructor will be cur-

rent UHS Athletic Director/
Coach Jamie Tallman. 

Those individuals that are not 
otherwise qualifi ed by the West 
Virginia Department of Educa-

tion and wish to coach any sport 
at the high school or middle 
school level in West Virginia is 
required to take these classes. 

To register and receive more 
information go the website: 
wvssac.org and select the tab 

“Coaches Education” or call 
304-485-5494. Space for the 
class is limited to fi rst come fi rst 
served. 

Union Educational Complex to host February 
WVSSAC coaching education courses

Petersburg High School junior varsity Vikings pick 
up two more wins for a 10-5 seasonal record

Last week, the junior varsity 
Vikings’ basketball team picked 
up two more wins for their sea-
son. The fi rst win was against 

Moorefi eld, in which the Vi-
kings scraped out a win in a tight 
game against their long-stand-
ing rivalry, the Yellow Jackets. 

The second win was a 59-54 
victory over Liberty. 

These wins set the team at 
10-5 season record with sever-

al games still left on their 
schedule. 

Another recent victory for 
the young Vikings came earlier 
this month, when they picked up 
a 50-32 win over the Frankfort 
High School Falcons. 

Tigers announce plans for this week’s UHS 
Middle School Basketball Tournament

WVU’s cold shooting continues in loss to Texas

See WVU, page 3B
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12 play this season, equaling 
the number of double-fi gure 
losses for the Mountaineers in 
their prior three seasons com-
bined when they reached the 
NCAA Tournament Sweet 16 
twice.

“We’re all accountable and 
I’m accountable and it’s my 
fault,” Huggins said. “I re-
cruited them, or at least I ap-
proved of their recruitment, so 
it’s my fault and I’ll fi x it.”

Prior to the game, Morgan-
town native Peter Wilson gave 
a stirring performance of the 
national anthem. White is a 
member of the White House 
Marine Band. He dedicated 
his performance to the mem-
ory of Merry Ann Nehlen, the 
late wife of WVU coach Don 
Nehlen, who passed away on 
Jan. 28.

The following waters were 
stocked with trout on Tuesday, 
February 5.

Anthony Creek
Big Clear Creek
Big Sandy Creek
Brandywine Lake
Brushy Fork Lake

Coopers Rock Lake
East River

Little Clear Creek
Lost River

Meadow Creek of Anthony Creek
Moores Run
New Creek

North Fork of Lunice
North Fork of Patterson Creek
South Branch (Smoke Hole)

Trout Run
Waites Run

The following waters were 
stocked with trout on Wednes-
day, February 6:

Blackwater River
Burnsville Tailwaters
French Creek Pond

Gandy Creek
Howards Creek (Greenbrier)

Laurel Fork (Randolph)
Laurel Fork of Holly River
Left Fork of Holly River

Panther Creek
Pendleton Lake

R.D. Bailey Tailwaters
South Mill Creek Lake

Stonewall Jackson Tailwaters
Sutton Tailwaters
Tuckahoe Lake

The following waters were 
stocked with trout on Thursday, 
February 7:

Back Fork of Elk River
Back Fork of Elk River (C&R)

Bear Rocks Lake
Buffalo Fork Lake

Bullskin Run
Desert Fork
Evitts Run

Glade Creek of New River
Marsh Fork

Middle Creek (Berkeley)
Middle Wheeling Creek (De-

layed Harvest)
Mill Creek (Berkeley)

Paint Creek
Paint Creek (C&R)

Poorhouse Pond
South Fork of Cherry River

Sugar Creek
Tilhance Creek
Tuscarora Creek
Wallback Lake

Wheeling Creek

The following waters were 
stocked with trout on Friday, 
February 8:

Clear Fork of Guyandotte 
River

Dog Run Lake
Dry Fork (Randolph)
Mill Creek Reservoir

Pinnacle Creek (lower sec-
tion)

Red Creek
Seneca Lake

Shavers Fork (upper section)
Summit Lake

Teter Creek Lake
Watoga Lake

WVDNR 
Trout 
stocking 
report

Odd Couples 
Mixed League

Team standings: Vetter’s 
Guns & Ammo 60 – 24, Misfi ts 
55.5 – 28.5, Terminators 50.5 – 
33.5, The Gutter Gang 47 – 37, 
Pepsi Kids 46 - 38, WELD 42 
– 42, Strike Force 39 – 45, Trai-
tors 36 – 48, Yokum’s 34 – 50

Men’s high game (Scratch): 
Troy McGreevy 245, Larry 
Ware 239, Larry Walp 237; 
(Handicap): Troy McGreevy 
254, Larry Ware 248 and Larry 
Walp 247.

Men’s high series (Scratch): 
Larry Walp 649, Larry Ware 
631, Troy McGreevy 607; 
(Handicap): Larry Walp 679, 
Larry Ware 658, Josh Sullivan 
650.

Men’s high average: Troy 
McGreevy 189.32, Larry Ware 
189.25, Larry Walp 188.71.

Women’s high game 
(Scratch): Dee Anna McDonald 
190, Rosie Sampsell 187, Em-
ily Stark and Sarah Earle 180; 
(Handicap): Rosie Sampsell 

227, Teresa Sullivan 224, Em-
ily Stark 222.

Women’s high series 
(Scratch): Dee Anna McDon-
ald 544, Sarah Earle 511, Rosie 
Sampsell 499; (Handicap): Dee 
Anna McDonald 631, Rosie 
Sampsell 619, Sue Earle 609.

Women’s high average: Sar-
ah Earle 168.83, Dee Anna Mc-
Donald 164.13, Rosie Sampsell 
150.65.    1/29

Thursday Night 
Men’s League

Team standings: Vetter’s 
Mini Mart 61 – 27, Golden 
Lanes 60 – 28, Pepsi Cola 51.5 
– 36.5, Country Cars & Trucks 
47 – 41, Reed Insurance 40.5 – 
47.5, Builders Center 40 – 48, J 
& K Pest Control 39 – 49.

High game (Scratch): Terry 
Wratchford 238, Larry Walp 
231, Troy McGreevy 225, 
Zachary Arbaugh 224, Roger 
Earle and Gary Leatherman 
215; (Handicap): Terry Wratch-
ford 256, Zachary Arbaugh 

252, Cam Vance 242, Troy Mc-
Greevy 236, Larry Walp and 
Kevin McDonald 235.

High series (Scratch): Zach-
ary Arbaugh 636, Roger Earle 
615, Michael Hedrick 603, Lar-
ry Walp 589, Gary Leatherman 
588; (Handicap): Zachary Ar-
baugh 720, Roger Earle 654, 
Cam Vance 648, Terry Wratch-
ford 637, Gary Leatherman 
633.

High average: Larry Walp 
195.68, Larry Ware 189.39, 
Troy McGreevy 187.35, Brad-
ley Vetter 183.50, Gary Leath-
erman 181.85.   1/31

SBVW

High game - Kay Leslie, 
189; DeeAnna McDonald, 179 
and Linda Helmick and Tina 
Bible, 170.

High series: Kay Leslie, 
547; DeeAnna McDonald, 503 
and Tina Bible, 482.

High average: DeeAnna 
McDonald, 162; Tracy Wood, 
154 and Kay Leslie, 151.     1/21

SBVW

High game - Tracy Wood, 
186; Tina Bible, 179 and Trina 
Crawford, 175.

High series: Tracy Wood, 
522; DeeAnna McDonald, 488 
and Tina Bible, 467.

High average: DeeAnna 
McDonald, 162; Tracy Wood, 
155 and Kay Leslie, 149.    1/28

Golden Lanes bowling results

Donkey Basketball at PHS
Last Friday night, commu-

nity members gathered at Pe-
tersburg High School to watch 
the Petersburg Flamethrowers 

(Petersburg Volunteer Fire 
Company) and the City Misfi ts 

(community volunteers) 
play basketball.... while 
riding donkeys.

The event was held in 
upstairs “old” Petersburg 
High School gym and was 
a fundraising event for the 
PHS Athletic Boosters.

The rules of the event 
were simple, players could 
lead their donkeys down 
the court but all shots 
made had to be done from 
the back of their donkey.

In the end, the Misfi ts 
won the game, 24-12.
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WOUND CARE
Traditional & Advanced

PotomacValleyHospital.com

WOUND CARE CENTER
100 Pin Oak Lane
Keyser, WV 26726

(304) 597-3535

Leah Knaggs, APRN, FNP

Having an acute wound or a 
wound that has not started to 
heal in two weeks, or has not 
completely healed in six weeks 
could make you a candidate for 

Debridement
Compression therapy
Bioengineered skin grafting
Off-loading
Total contact casting
Negative pressure wound therapy
Comprehensive assessment and  
 wound management
Supportive care

Providing the following 

Now 
New Patients!

Operated by Potomac Valley Hospital

Mountaineer Food Bank re-
ceived a $20,000 grant from Do-
minion Energy to help support 
Mountaineer Food Bank’s Proj-
ect Harvest. 

“Through this grant, Domin-
ion Energy is reaching across 
the state to support better access 
to nutritional food for commu-
nity members in our service 
areas,” Christine Mitchell, ex-
ternal affairs representative for 
Dominion Energy said. 

“By their efforts, the Moun-
taineer Foodbank will reach 
10,000 children and adults suf-
fering from food insecurity in 
nearly every county in West Vir-
ginia.” 

Project Harvest will focus on 
decreasing hunger in West Vir-
ginia while increasing access of 
healthy foods in communities 
that do not have the capacity to 
regularly distribute them.

“Over the past couple years, 
Mountaineer Food Bank has 
placed a strong focus on the 
importance of fresh fruits and 
vegetables being accessible to 
our agencies to aid in improved 
health and more effectively 
meet the needs of their clients 
throughout all of MFB’s exist-
ing programs,”  Becky Conrad 
Director of Development for 
Mountaineer Food Bank said. 

“As a result of this focus, our 
produce distribution has grown 
tremendously and the number 
of programs we are sourcing 
produce through has increased 
as well. Those innovative pro-
grams include: school produce 

markets, school backpack and 
pantry programs,  just in time 
distributions, mobile pantry 
programs, drop and go’s, Veter-
ans Table programs, RX pantry 
programs, fresh start programs, 
silver lining senior feeding pro-

grams, and more. Adding fresh 
produce to each of these pro-
grams allows our agencies and 
programs to offer their clients 
fresh produce that otherwise 
may not be available to them.” 

Mountaineer Food Bank receives $20,000 from Dominion Energy

Chad Morrison, executive director of Mountaineer Food Bank receives a check from Christine 
Mitchell, external affairs representative III - Dominion Energy Services W.Va. state and local gov-
ernment affairs and Jason Jackson, Dominion Energy Services. 

Public meeting at PVTA offi ce in Petersburg to focus on transportation 
needs of older adults, individual with disabilities and the general public

West Virginia Department of 
Transportation Division of Pub-
lic Transit is updating the coor-
dinated human services trans-
portation plans for the state’s 
11 planning and development 
regions. 

A series of public meetings 
will be held to inform interested 
individuals about the possibil-
ities of coordinated public and 
human service agency transpor-
tation and, more importantly, 
to listen to anyone who rides, 
would like to ride, and/or op-
erates public, private or human 
service agency transportation 
resources. 

The meetings will begin with 

a brief presentation of research 
conducted by RLS and Associ-
ates, Inc. about residents’ needs 
for transportation to work, med-
ical appointments, entertain-
ment, or any other reason. 

There will be an open dis-
cussion about gaps in available 
transportation service and strat-
egies for increasing mobility. 
Public, private and nonprofi t 
transportation providers, human 
service agencies, and any indi-
vidual who needs transportation 
should attend. 

The public is encouraged to 
attend the following meeting 
to learn more about the plan 
and share their input. Agencies 

who receive or intend to receive 
funding under the Federal Tran-
sit Administration Section 5310 
Program must participate in co-
ordination planning. 

RSVP by Feb. 15, to 800-
684-1458. Free parking is avail-
able at all meeting locations and 
all are wheelchair accessible. 
Anyone who requires an auxil-
iary aid or service for effective 
communication to participate in 
a meeting should call 800-684-
1458 by Feb. 15.

Coordinated plan input 
meeting for Grant, Hampshire, 
Hardy, Mineral and Pendleton 
counties (Region VIII) is set for 
Monday, Feb. 25, from 11 a.m. 

- 12:30 p.m. at Potomac Valley 
Transit Authority, 185 Provi-
dence Lane, Petersburg.

Residents are asked to pro-
vide their input through the pub-
lic survey available online at: 
surveymonkey.com/r/WVMo-
bility. Paper versions of the sur-
vey are available upon request 
by calling 800-684-1458.

For additional information, 
contact Christy Campoll with 
RLS & Associates at 937-299-
5007 or Cindy Fish with West 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation at 304-558-0428.



ADVERTISEMENT FOR 
BIDS

Williamson Shriver Archi-
tects Project #2018-006

The South Branch Ca-
reer and Technical Center 
Administrative Council, Pe-
tersburg, WV will receive bids 
for Building Renovations and 
Site Improvements to South 
Branch Career and Technical 
Center until 1:00 p.m., local 
prevailing time on March 
12th 2019, at South Branch 
Career and Technical Center, 
401 Pierpont Street, Peters-
burg, WV 26847 at which 
time and place all bids will 
be publicly opened and read 
aloud.

A MANDATORY Pre-Bid 
Conference for General Con-
tractors has been scheduled 
for February 26th, 2019, at 
1:00 p.m. at South Branch 
Career and Technical Center 
offi ce.  A site tour focusing on 
the scope of proposed Work 
will be conducted following 
the meeting.

The contract documents 
including plans and spec-
ifi cations are on fi le at the 
Offi ce of South Branch Ca-
reer and Technical Center; 
Offi ce of Williamson Shriver 
Architects, 717 Bigley Ave-
nue, Charleston, WV  25302; 
WV; Pittsburgh Builder’s Ex-
change, Pittsburgh, PA; Ohio 
Valley Construction Employ-
er’s Council, Inc., Wheeling, 
WV; Contractor’s Associa-
tion of WV, Charleston, WV; 
Kanawha Valley Builders 
Association, Charleston, 

WV; Construction Employers 
Association of NC WV, Fair-
mont, WV; Parkersburg/Mar-
ietta Contractors Association, 
Parkersburg, WV; Associated 
Builders, Hagerstown, MD.

The contract documents 
may purchase at cost plus 
applicable shipping fees from 
Charleston Blueprint, 1203 
Virginia Street East, Charles-
ton, WV 25301, Phone: (304) 
343-1063, Website: www.
charlestonblueprint.com.  
Each contractor purchas-
ing documents will receive 
printed paper documents as 
well as an electronic (PDF 
format) version. Any future 
addenda will be distributed 
electronically from the Archi-
tect via email only to bidders 
registered in attendance at 
the mandatory pre-bid meet-
ing.  Contractors desiring 
paper copies of addenda 
are responsible for obtaining 
and purchasing copies from 
Charleston Blueprint at cost 
plus applicable shipping or 
handling costs.  Bidders are 
advised that, in the event of 
discrepancies between the 
printed documents and the 
electronic documents, the 
printed physical documents 
are considered the prevailing 
“Bid Documents”.

Each Bidder must be reg-
istered with the West Virginia 
Department of Tax and Reve-
nue prior to the time and date 
for Receipt of Bids in order 
for his Bid to be considered.  
Each Bidder’s registration 
certifi cate number shall be 

written in the space provided 
on the Form of Proposal.

All bidders are required 
to be licensed to perform 
work in the State prior to sub-
mitting a bid for this project 
as required by Chapter 21, 
Article 11, of the Code of 
West Virginia.  Each Bidder’s 
Contractor license number 
shall be written in the space 
provided on the Form of Pro-
posal.

A satisfactory bid bond 
furnished by a solvent sure-
ty company authorized to 
do business in the State of 
West Virginia, in an amount 
equal to fi ve (5%) of the to-
tal amount of bid, payable to 
the South Branch Career and 
Technical Center Administra-
tive Council, shall be submit-
ted with each Bid.

The successful bidder 
will be required to furnish 
a satisfactory Performance 
Bond and Payment Bond and 
the fee for same shall be in-
cluded in their bid.

No bid may be withdrawn 
after the scheduled closing 
time for the receipt of bids for 
at least thirty (30) days.

The South Branch Ca-
reer and Technical Center 
Administrative Council, Pe-
tersburg, WV reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids.
SOUTH BRANCH CAREER 

AND TECHNICAL CEN-
TER ADMINISTRATIVE 

COUNCIL
Tracy Chenoweth,
 Executive Director

2/12-2/19______________
GRANT COUNTY

 COMMISSION
ADVERTISEMENT FOR 

SALE OF SURPLUS 
VEHICLES

For sale by sealed bid: 
2008 Ford Ambulance 
(1FDXE45PX8DB45527)

Bids will be received at 
the offi ce of the Grant County 
Administrator located on the 
fi rst fl oor of the Grant County 
Courthouse until 3:00 p.m. on 
Friday, March 1, 2019.

The Grant County Com-
mission reserves the right to 
reject any and all bids.
2/12-2/19_______________

NOTICE:
CONSULTATION 

SERVICE NEEDED
The Grant County As-

sessor intends to acquire 
the services of a Consultant 
having extensive experience 
and availability for acquiring 
and developing Aerial Pho-
tography and processing of 
full color digital orthopho-
tography.  Particularly, past 
experience with acquiring 
four band aerial imagery with 
a large format digital camera 
and developing dataset of 6 
inch pixel digital orthophotog-
raphy for entire counties.  Ae-
rial imagery will be acquired 
in the winter of 2019 in decid-
uous leaf off conditions with 
the ground free of snow and 
streams not in fl ood or over-
bank conditions. The project 
will include sample imagery 
and pilot phases prior to de-
livery of orthophotography 
in July/August timeframe in 
order for the County to QA/
QC products for a September 
2019 completion.   All work 
will be accomplished and all 
deliverables made in accor-
dance with administrative 
and technical requirements 
of the Grant County Request 
for Proposal for this project. 
Respondents are required to 
contact and register with the 
Grant County Assessor in 
order to receive the Request 
for Proposal and any subse-
quent Addendums or notices.  
The Proposals from respon-
dents meeting all submission 

requirements are due to be 
delivered to the Grant Coun-
ty Assessor by February 27, 
2019 by 3:00 PM.

The Request for Pro-
posal for this project can be 
obtained by contacting:  

Mr. Ralph Layton, Grant 
County Assessor

Grant County 
Assessor’s Offi ce
5 Highland Ave.

Petersburg, WV 26847
Email: rlayton@

assessor.state.wv.us
Assessor’s offi ce phone 
number: 304-257-1050

Grant County reserves 
the right to select the Con-
sultant’s proposal which best 
serves the overall goals and 
interest of the County, and to 
review, rate, accept and/or 
reject any and all proposals 
by these criteria.

THE ASSESOR”S OF-
FICE IS AN EQUAL OPPOR-
TUNITY EMPLOYER.
2/12-2/19_______________
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF GRANT COUNTY, 
WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE MATTER OF L.S., 
AN INFANT MALE
CASE NO. 18-JA-8
ORDER OF PUBLICATION
TO: The unknown father of 
L.S., an infant male

You are hereby notifi ed  
of the above styled action 
pending in the Circuit Court of 
Grant County, West Virginia. 
An unknown male has been 
identifi ed as the father of 
L.S., born February 16, 2018, 

to Shannon Pennington/He-
drick. The action pending is 
an abuse and neglect case 
which can result in the termi-
nation of parental, custodial 
and/or guardianship rights to 
the above child which is the 
subject of these proceed-
ings. You are advised that 
every parent, custodian and/
or guardian is entitled to and 
has a right to counsel at ev-
ery stage of this proceeding.

An adjudicatory/accel-
erated disposition hearing is 
currently scheduled in this 
matter for March 12th, 2019, 
at 1:15 p.m. The hearing 
will be held in the courtroom 
of the Grant County Court-
house, 5 Highland Avenue, 
Petersburg, West Virginia. 
You should appear at this 
hearing to protect and de-
fend your interests. You can 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
fi led in this matter and further 
information about the case 
from the Grant County Cir-
cuit Clerk’s Offi ce, telephone 
number 304-257-4545. Fail-
ure to appear and/or fi le a re-
sponse to this action can and 
probably will result in a loss of 
your rights to said child. 

JOHN G. OURS
PROSECUTING 

ATTORNEY
GRANT COUNTY

STATE BAR NO. 2791
P.O. BOX 515

PETERSBURG, WV 26847
304-257-2323

2/5-2/12________________

Firewood for sale. Pickup 
load, cut, split and delivered 
locally. $70 a load. Call 304-
257-3097.
9/4tfn ________________
1998 Ford F150 Lariat pkg, 
2 wd 160,000 miles, good 
condition, no rust. Asking 
$2,350. Call 304-358-7485 
leave message.
2/12-2/19f ____________  

Large apartment in Peters-
burg: 1 br., 1 1/2 ba., wash-
er/dryer, recently remod-
eled. $525/mo. plus security 
deposit. No pets. Utilities not 
included. 304-851-6364.
1/15tfn _______________
Very nice 1 br., semi fur-
nished apartment in town. 
Water and trash included. 
Nonsmoking, no pets. $400/
month. Call 304-257-2431 
or 301-268-9342.
2/5tfn ________________
2 br. trailer, $375 month. 
Call Randy 304-257-4114.
5/29tfn _______________

Conveniently located offi ce 
space, like nail or beauty 
salon, photography, tax 
business, etc. $400/mo. 
includes water and trash. 
Call 304-257-2431 or 301-
268-9342.
2/5tfn ________________
Mobile home lots for rent at 
Cedar Manor Trailer Court 
in Petersburg, WV. Inquiries 
call 304-668-0730.
5/25tfn _______________
2 br. apt. $650/month plus 
deposit. All utilities included. 
Call 304-257-1656.
11/27tfn ______________
2 br. townhouse in Peters-
burg. Great for 1 or 2 peo-
ple. $550/mo. plus security 
deposit. Call after 5 p.m. 
304-530-2337.
1/29-2/19p ____________
Joy Senior Apartments in-
come-based elderly hous-
ing. HUD approved. Adja-
cent to Senior Center. PVTA 
available. 304-257-5494 or 
304-851-0998. EOE. 
4/3tfn ________________

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY
All real estate advertising in 
this newspaper is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing 

Act of 1968 which makes it 
illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation or discrim-
ination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national 
origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimina-
tion.” This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Dwellings advertised 
here are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimination, 
call HUD toll-free in West 
Virginia at 304-347-5216 or 
call toll free for the hearing 
impaired at TDD 1-800-927-
9275.
tfn___________________
FOR sale by owner: House 
with 9.49 acres, road front-
age on Route 42, paved 
driveway. Two car attached 
carport. Large garage, out-
building. Lunice Creek runs 
through back of property. 
Contact Billy Whetzel at 
304-749-7678 or 304-257-
3238 if interested.
2/12-2/19p ____________
2 BR, 1 BA cabin, big stone 
fi replace, screened-in porch 
area. Mt. Storm, near pow-
er plant. Very close to lake 
w/privileges. Mature trees. 
Large lot. Wood and pro-
pane heat. Call Micheline 
Williams, Old Dominion Re-
alty, 304-851-4334.
9/26tfn _______________

POULTRY GRADER - 
Moorefi eld, WV. PT Hourly/
No Benefi ts (#W0069, Agri-
cultural Spec III, Pay Band 
3) Virginia Dept. of Agricul-
ture & Consumer Services. 
$12.36-$16/hr. Criminal 
background check required. 
Complete details & appli-
cation instructions at http://
jobs.virginia.gov/ or at http://
www.vdacs.virginia.gov/ 
or (804) 371-8066 for as-
sistance. CLOSES 3/8/19, 
11:59PM. EOE.
2/12-2/19 _____________
Direct Care Workers need-
ed in the Cabins/Seneca 
Rocks/Circleville areas. To 
apply contact Amanda/Me-
linda at Pendleton Senior & 
Family Services. 304-358-
2421.
2/12 _________________

Teddy Bear Daycare, Pe- 
tersburg, has openings for 
children age 6 wks - 12 yrs 
of age. 304-257-5575.
11/18tfn _______________

Three evening/night shift 
openings for age 2 and 
up. CPR certifi ed, smoke 
free environment. Located 
between Petersburg and 
Moorefi eld. Call 304-538-
2698 or 304-851-1691.
12/18tfn ______________

Lost & Found: Pipe Wrench 
found at the intersection of 
Patterson Creek and Corri-
dor H. Call with description. 
540-246-7943.
2/12-2/19f ____________
ADOPT: Arms full of hugs. 
Large extended family and 
security awaits your new-
born. Expenses paid. Steph-
anie 929-251-2952.
2/12p ________________
Save on Medicare supple-
ment insurance! Get a fast 
and free rate quote from 
medicare.com No cost! No 
obligation! Compare quotes 
from major insurance com-
panies. Operators standing 
by. Call 1-866-242-1621.
2/12p ________________
Hands on the River Mas-
sage, Geraldine Gardner 
LMT, 3422 Pennsylvania 
Ave., Charleston. 304-541-
9139 for an appointment.    
2/12p ________________

Hughesnet Satellite Inter-
net - 25 mbps starting at 
$49.99/mo. Get more data, 
Free off-peak data. Fast 
download speeds. Wifi  built-
in. Free standard installation 
for lease customers. Limited 
time. Call 1-877-567-2866.
2/12p ________________
Save on your next prescrip-
tion. World Health Link. 
Price match. Prescriptions 
required. CIPA certifi ed. 
Over 1,500 medications 
available. Call today for a 
free price quote. 1-866-701-
7921. Call now!
2/12p ________________
DISH Network $69.99 For 
190 Channels. Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY 
$14.95/month. Best Tech-
nology. Best Value. Smart 
HD DVR Included. FREE In-
stallation. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-855-736-4350
2/12p ________________
Become a published author! 
Publications sold at all major 
secular & specialty Christian 
bookstores. Call Christian 
Faith Publishing for your 
free author submission kit 
1-855-781-5497.
2/12p ________________
Unable to work due to injury 
or illness? Call Bill Gordon 
& Associates, Social Secu-
rity Disability Attorney! Free 
evaluation. Local attorneys 
Nationwide 800-912-3915. 
2/12p ________________

Medical - grade hearing aids 
for less than $200! FDA- 
Registered. Crisp clear 
sound, state of the art fea-
tures & no audiologist need-
ed. Try it Risk Free for 45 
days! Call 1-888-701-4595.
2/12p ________________
Earthlink High Speed Inter- 
net. As low as $14.95 per 
mo. (for the fi rst 3 mo.). Re-
liable high speed fi ber optic 
technology. Stream videos, 
music and more! Call Earth- 
link today  1-866-305-7264. 
2/12p ________________
Start saving big on medi-
cations, up to 90% savings 
from 90daymeds. Over 
3,500 medications avail-
able. Prescriptions required. 
Pharmacy checker ap-
proved. Call today for your 
free quote. 855-484-2779.
2/12p ________________
Spectrum Triple Play! TV, 
Internet & voice for $29.99 
each. 60 MB/sec. speed, 
no contract or commitment. 
More channels, faster In- 
ternet, unlimited voice. Call 
1-855-659-9619.
2/12p ________________

Cook Family Construction 
LLC, 494 Ridge Rd., Upper 
Tract, WV, 304-358-2072, 
304-668-3830 or 304-668-
1257 Larry Cook & Randy 
Cook, WV052323. Special-
ized in metal buildings, new 
construction, remodeling, 
roofs, decks, siding, drywall 
and concrete. 
9/25-9/17p ____________
Tax Prep: fast, friendly, 
effi cient service, High Tech 
Accounting, 202 South Main 
Street, Moorefi eld. Rachel 
McCausley and her staff are 
eager to take care of all your 
tax needs. Our hours are 
9-7, M-F and 9-3, Sat. Other 
times by appointment. Call 
304-530-2300.
2/5-3/26p _____________
Seamless gutter installa-
tion. Call Vernon Harman 
Construction 304-257-2509. 
Accepting credit cards.
2/23tfn _______________

Painting: House, barns, 
fences, roofs, log homes, 
etc. WV#034430 - 31 years 
experience, reasonable 
rates. Call Sherwin Dale 
Kimble at 304-358-3794.
1/22-2/26p ____________
Flooring: C&P Carpet Plus. 
108 South Fork Rd., Moore-
fi eld. 304-538-6462. All of 
your fl ooring needs and in-
stock items.
3/1tfn ________________

Ford Bronco - 1966-1977, 
any condition, 304-897-
5526.
2/12-2/19f ____________

Section C
Feb. 12, 2019

SEALED BIDS
The Grant County Bank, having a security interest in the 

following items, and default having occurred in connection with 
said security interest, will be accepting sealed bids for the fol-
lowing vehicles: 
YEAR MAKE/MODEL VIN #
2010  GMC Acadia 1GKLVLED4AJ125367

The sale of all items will be made WITHOUT WARRAN-
TY.  The Grant County Bank reserves the right to: (1) reject 
any or all bids (2) continue the sale to any other time and place 
(3) sell as a group (4) accept outside bids (5) and sold as is 
where is the date of the sale. Terms of the sale shall be cash 
in hand at the time of sale. If you have any questions contact 
Sarah Strosnider at The Grant County Bank 304-257-4111.  

Bids must be received by 2:00 p.m., on Friday, February 
15, 2019.
2/5-2/12__________________________________________

LEGAL NOTICES • LEGAL NOTICES • LEGAL NOTICES • LEGAL NOTICES • LEGAL NOTICES 
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The following are cases 
heard in the Grant County Mag-
istrates Court between January 1 
and February 2. 

Benjamin Ryan Hahn, 33, of 
60 Terrace Place, Petersburg, 
was fi ned and assessed $311 
after pleading no contest to 
charges of driving on a suspend-
ed license. 

Leah Lefaye Lebow, 28, of 
50 Hyre Ave., Petersburg, was 
fi ned and assessed $170.25 after 
pleading no contest to traffi c vi-
olations.

Lucas Alexander, 22, of 706 
South Mill Creek Rd., Peters-
burg, was fi ned and assessed 
$176 after pleading no contest 
to charges of improper use of 
evidences of registration.

In separate charges, Alexan-
der was charged with operating 
a vehicle without a certifi ed reg-
istration. He also plead no con-
test to these charges. 

Diana Lynn Dowd, 52, of 

55 Spreer Dr., Petersburg, was 
charged with battery or making 
physical contact of insulting na-
ture in an attempt to cause phys-
ical harm to another. Dowd’s 
bond was set at $500.

Michael James Redman, 20, 
of 9 Virginia Ave., Petersburg, 
pleaded not guilty to battery or 
making physical contact of in-
sulting nature in an attempt to 
cause physical harm to another. 
Redman’s bond was set at $500.

Timothy Ray Hewlin, 37, of 
610 Bedford St., Cumberland, 
Md., was fi ned and assessed 
$372 after pleading guilty to 
charges of driving too fast for 
roadway conditions and operat-
ing a vehicle left of center. 

Justice Micah Steward, 24, 
of 604 High Point Dr., Mays-
ville, was given a deferred sen-
tence for knowingly or inten-
tionally possessing a controlled 
substance without a valid pre-
scription. He was also charged 

operating a vehicle without a 
certifi ed inspection. He was 
fi ned and assessed $470.

Norris Junior Crites, 85, of 
43 East Ave., Petersburg, was 
fi ned and assessed $411 after 
pleading guilty to charges of 
failing to register. 

Kerri Lynn Kisamore, 18, of 
476 Vandevander Dr., Peters-
burg, was fi ned and assessed 
$261 after pleading guilty to 
charges of unlawful acts of per-
sons under 21 years of age. 

Crystal Dawn Mauzy, 36, of 
131 Wildlife Dr., Petersburg, 
pleaded not guilty to charges 
of distribution of private photo-
graphs (nudes). Mauzy’s bond 
was set at $15,000.

Aaron James Runion, 19, of 
10120 Jordan Run Rd., Mays-
ville, was fi ned and assessed 
$261 after pleading guilty to 
charges of unlawful acts of per-
sons under 21 years of age. 

Magistrates report

More than 35 scholarships 
from the Tucker Community 
Foundation are available for 
high school and college students 
in Barbour, Grant, Mineral, 
Preston, Pocahontas, Randolph 
and Tucker counties, W.Va. and 
Garrett County, Md. Scholarship 
awards will range from $500 to 
$10,000 with most in the $1,000 
range.

Students can go to www.
t u c k e r f o u n d a t i o n . n e t /
endowed-funds/scholarships/ to 
download an application. The 
deadline to apply is Friday, April 
5. 

Applications are also avail-
able at the foundation offi ces lo-
cated in the Board of Education 
Annex at 100 Education Lane, 
Parsons, and at 737 William Ave, 
Suite 1, in Davis. High School 
guidance counselors throughout 
the \fFoundation’s service area 
also have applications for distri-
bution to students.

More than $75,000 will be 
awarded from endowed scholar-
ship funds, pass-through dona-
tions, and unrestricted income to 
students throughout the founda-
tion’s eight county service area. 
A complete list of scholarships 
available is listed on the foun-
dation’s website. Also follow 
the Tucker Community Foun-
dation’s page on Instagram and 
Facebook for highlights on each 
of the scholarships offered.

Executive Director Rob-
ert Burns encourages all high 
school and college students to 
apply even if their educational 
needs do not align with a partic-
ular fund.

“Some of the Tucker Com-
munity Foundation’s scholar-
ships are designated for gradu-
ates of a particular high school 
or for a particular college while 
others are based on activities or 
intended college majors,” Burns 
said. “Just because you do not 
qualify for one scholarship does 
not mean you would not qualify 
for another. We review all of the 
scholarship applicants and deter-
mine the student’s eligibility for 
each different scholarship.”

The foundation will award 
for the second year a scholarship 
from the Randall H. Alt Memo-
rial Scholarship Fund. This fund 
provides an annual scholarship 
for a Petersburg High School 
graduating senior (male or fe-
male) who is attending a West 
Virginia school and who has 
participated in a varsity sport at 
Petersburg High School.

Another scholarship for Grant 
County high school, nontradi-
tional and college students is the 
Kline, Allison, Evans Scholar-
ship. This scholarship provides 
support for students who are fur-
thering their education. 

A $500 White Grass Culinary 

Scholarship is available for stu-
dents from any West Virginia 
county who are pursuing culi-
nary arts education.

Tucker Community Foun-
dation manages more than 125 
endowed funds providing an-
nual scholarships and grants to 
nonprofi ts and charitable caus-
es in Barbour, Grant, Mineral, 
Preston, Pocahontas, Randolph, 
and Tucker counties in W.Va. 
and in Garrett County, Md. For 
questions or to learn more about 
creating an scholarship fund, 
contact the TCF Administra-
tive Offi ce at 304-478-2930 or 
the TCF Development Offi ce at 
304-259-5008.

Scholarships available from Tucker 
Community Foundation

The Buckhannon Upshur 
Camera Club in concert with 
the West Virginia Strawberry 
Festival announces the 2019 
photography contest guide-
lines. Amateur adult and youth 
photographers are invited to 
prepare photos to be displayed 
in the following classes: things 
or places, monochrome, nature, 
wild and wonderful WV, general 
and youth. 

The entry fee for adult partic-
ipants is $5. Youth entry fees are 
being sponsored by the generos-
ity of the Upshur Arts Alliance. 
The photos selected as “Best of 
Show”, 1st, 2nd and 3rd place in 
all classes will receive a ribbon 
and cash prize. Honorable men-
tion ribbons are also awarded by 
the judges. These awards will be 
presented at the photographers’ 

reception on Wednesday, May 
15.

Special ribbons will be 
placed for people’s choice, 
queen’s choice, strawberry 
teen’s choice, king’s choice, 
and president’s choice. These 
ribbons are awarded during the 
contest and will be hung after 
selections are made by Straw-
berry Royalty. 

The Record Delta will be 
sponsoring this year’s contest. 
The deadline for entries is Fri-
day, May 3.

For additional information 
and an entry form, visit www.
wvstrawberryfestival.com or the 
Facebook group www.facebook.
com/groups/BUCameraClub/ 
The exhibit will be held as a part 
of the WV Strawberry Festival 
in mid-May. 

Strawberry Festival photography 
exhibit and contest

Heart disease might be seen 
as something that predominant-
ly affects men, but women are 
not immune to this potentially 
deadly condition. In fact, doc-
tors and healthcare profession-
als advise women to take seri-
ous heed of heart disease, which 
claims more female lives than 
breast cancer, other cancers, 
respiratory disease, and Alzhei-
mer’s disease combined.

The American Heart Associa-
tion  indicates that more women 
are now aware that heart disease 
is the leading cause of death 
among females than they were 
20 years ago. While just 30 per-
cent of women recognized that 
in 1997, that fi gure had risen to 
56 percent by 2012. However, 
the AHA reports that only 42 
percent of women aged 35 and 
older are concerned about heart 
disease. Initiatives like Go Red 
for Women in February help 
shed light on the threat posed by 
heart disease.

Here are some facts to con-

sider.
• Roughly one female death 

per minute is attributed to heart 
disease.

• Heart disease affects wom-
en of all ages. In fact, the AHA 
says that the combination of 
smoking and birth control pills 
can increase heart disease risk in 
younger women by 20 percent.

• Mercy Health System says 
about 5.8 percent of all white 
women, 7.6 percent of black 
women, and 5.6 percent of Mex-
ican American women have cor-
onary heart disease.

• According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, almost two-thirds of 
women who die suddenly of 
coronary heart disease have no 
previous symptoms.

• When symptoms are pres-
ent in women, they are not like 
the stereotypical clutching of 
the chest that men experience. 
Heart disease symptoms in 
women can include upper back 
pain, chest discomfort, heart-

burn, extreme fatigue, nausea, 
and shortness of breath.

• Even fi t women can be af-
fected by heart disease. Inherent 
risk factors, such as high cho-
lesterol, can counteract  healthy 
habits.

Women are urged to take var-
ious steps to reduce their risk of 
heart disease:

• Lose weight
• Engage in regular physical 

activity
• Quit smoking
• Keep alcohol consumption 

to a minimum
• Get cholesterol and blood 

pressure checked regularly
• Make healthy food choices
• Lower stress levels
• Control diabetes
Taking charge of factors they 

can control can help women im-
prove their overall health and 
lower their risk for heart dis-
ease. Women also should speak 
with their doctors about heart 
disease. Learn more at www.
goredforwomen.org. 

Don’t miss a beat regarding women’s heart health
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Where are the SweetHearts?

By Clair Robins   
candystore.com

SweetHearts have gone miss-
ing. They are the most popular 
brand of the most popular Val-
entine’s Day candy, and they’re 
not on shelves this year. As a 
result, conversation hearts’ reign 
as the top Valentine’s Day can-
dy will end this year - with sales 
falling by an estimated 80 per-
cent.

Conversation hearts candies 
are the little hearts with cute 
sayings on them: Be Mine, Mar-
ry Me. They are the most pop-
ular candy for Valentine’s Day 
season – which is estimated to 
generate over $1.8 billion in 
candy sales.

If the biggest brand vanished, 
would conversation hearts still 
be the most popular candy? Not 
even close.

Sweethearts were made by 
the New England Confectionery 
Company. Necco, for short. And 
despite the Great Necco Wafer 
Panic of 2018, the company was 
not able to be saved. Necco is 
dead, and so are SweetHearts 
for now.

There are competing brands, 
but SweetHearts is the original, 
most recognized and most fa-
vored. SweetHearts’ hold some 
level of sentimental value for 
most people in the US. Their 
nostalgia factor is strong.

Thus, when talking about 
conversation hearts, you’re pret-
ty much talking about Sweet-
Hearts. With over 19 million 
pounds sold each year, we esti-
mate that over 80 percent of the 
conversation hearts purchased 
are SweetHearts brand.

It’s not really possible to lose 
80 percent and keep the throne.

So where does that leave 
overall conversation hearts sales 
this year. Down big time, we es-
timate.

Last year, we reported that, 
based on the number of pounds 
sold, conversation hearts were 
the new #1 Valentine’s candy in 
America. Heart shaped boxes of 
chocolates had been overtaken 
after a slow and steady rise of 
the little sugar hearts with cute 
sayings on them.

Now that we have the full 
2018 data, we can report that 
that trend increased slightly last 
year. As you can see in the chart 
above, we believe that trend will 
end sharply in 2019.

An 80 percent drop off in a 

sales category that is over 23 
million pounds seems like a lot 
of wasted profi t potential. Why 
would anyone allow those sales 
to slip away, you ask?

Let’s step back and take a 
look.

Why are SweetHearts miss-
ing? SweetHearts were made by 
the oldest continually operating 
candy company, Necco. They 
had been making SweetHearts 
since 1886.

Last year, Necco announced 
they needed to sell the company, 
and the fate of SweetHearts – as 
well as their other brands – was 
thrown into limbo. Would some-
one buy Necco, or buy the indi-
vidual brands, or would Necco 
and SweetHearts just die?

On July 24, 2018 the factory 
was shut down. Factory workers 
were told not to show up to work 
the next day.

To give you an idea of why 
that matters to this year’s crop, 
here are a few numbers.

• Necco produced about 
100,000 pounds of SweetHearts 
every day.

• Necco produced about 8 
billion conversation hearts each 
year.

• The full supply is sold with-
in a six-week period, right be-
fore Valentine’s Day.

• It took Necco 11 months to 
produce that many SweetHearts.

As you can see, unless the 
Necco factory was allowed to 
keep rolling, it was going to be 
tough to produce enough Sweet-
Hearts to meet demand come 
January. And if a new company 
was going to try and ramp up 
that kind of production that fast, 
it would be very diffi cult or very 
expensive.

In the end, Necco was bought 
in an auction by Round Hill In-
vestments. They turned around 
and sold the SweetHearts brand 
to Spangler Candy Company in 
late September 2018. While all 
that time ticked away it became 
less and less likely that Sweet-
Hearts would be available for 
2019.

Spangler has released a state-
ment about the return of Sweet-
Hearts, “We wish we could have 
Sweethearts out for the 2019 
Valentine season, but it’s just not 
possible. We are committed to 
making sure these brands meet 
consumer expectations when 
they re-enter the market. Doing 
it right takes time.”

So you’ll have to fi nd another 
way to share sweet noncommit-
tal innuendo this year.

Davis Medical Center “no cost clinic” 
is perfect for under-insured adults

Patients who are uninsured or underinsured 
(high deductible) are encouraged to fi nd out more 
about the no cost clinic offered at Davis Medical 
Center on Tuesday, Feb. 26, beginning at 1 p.m. 

The clinic is held in the outpatient family prac-
tice center.  Appointments are required and can be 
scheduled by calling 304-637-3894.

“No one should have to delay or avoid seeing 
a provider because of the cost,” said DMC Chief 
Medical Offi cer Dr. Catherine “Mindy” Chua.  

“This is an opportunity to have a complete 
physical including time to talk with a physician 
about health concerns, and personal health goals.”

The visit includes a comprehensive adult phys-
ical including primary care, health education and 
counseling, and is free and confi dential. It is de-
signed to meet the needs of those who have not 
seen a physician in more than one year, who do not 

have a primary care physician, who are uninsured 
or underinsured, who have avoided care because 
of the perceived cost and who suffer from one or 
more chronic diseases.

According to Dr. Chua the No Cost Clinics 
were instituted by DMC in 2018. “During that fi rst 
year, we were able to help several individuals im-
prove their health dramatically.  We detected com-
plications, which without medical intervention, 
could have had serious outcomes for the patient.”

The no-cost clinic is part of Davis Medical 
Center’s PACE program aimed to help consum-
ers’ access low-cost care, get quotes for services, 
understand payment options, save money and fi nd 
assistance programs available for varied needs.

To schedule an appointment on Feb. 26, call 
304-637-3894, or to learn more about the DMC 
PACE program, call 304-637-3125.

The Potomac Highlands Bee-
keepers Association (PHBA) 
will meet Thursday, Feb. 21, at 
7 p.m. at the Bank of Romney 
Community Center, 165 E Main 
Street, Romney (across from 
Sheetz). All meetings are open to 
the public.  

If you are interested in learn-
ing about beekeeping, are a be-
ginner or are an experienced 
beekeeper, this is a forum where 
you will be able to learn and ex-
change beekeeping information. 
This will be the club’s fi rst meet-
ing for 2019. 

If Hampshire County schools 
are closed due to weather con-
ditions, the meeting will be can-
celed.

Beekeepers 
meeting

Deer kill up from last year
State wildlife offi cials say 

the number of white-tailed deer 
killed in West Virginia during 
the recently completed hunting 
seasons rose slightly compared 
to a year ago.

The Division of Natural Re-
sources says in a news release 
that hunters killed 108,856 deer 
last year. That’s compared to 
108,160 deer in 2017 and an 11 
percent drop from the fi ve-year 
average.

The most deer were killed in 
Preston, Randolph, Jackson and 
Upshur counties.

The DNR says more than 
44,000 bucks were killed during 
the traditional buck fi rearm sea-
son, nearly 33,000 antlerless 
deer were killed during all fi re-

arm seasons, 27,000 deer were 
killed by bows and crossbows, 
and more than 4,200 were killed 
by muzzleloader hunters. In ad-
dition, 659 deer were taken with 
primitive bow and muzzleloader 
weapons during the Mountain-
eer Heritage season.
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County middle school science fair results announced

Physics and astronomy - Third place winners Kennedy Kaposy and Jailyn Cook, second place 
winner Clarissa Chapman and fi rst place winner Cody Day.

Middle school students from Petersburg Elementary, Petersburg High and Maysville Elemen-
tary competed in the county science fair, Feb. 5, at Union Educational Complex, Mount Storm.

Engineering - First place winners Achilles 
Judy and Aaron Roth.

Plant science - Second place winner Alas-
ka Kitzmiller and fi rst place winner Cassidy 
Aronhalt.

Chemistry - Honorable mentions Anna Waskey and Miranda Martin, third place winner Alena 
Droppleman, second place winner Breanna Funk and fi rst place winner Emma Ludwig.

Biomedical and Health - Honorable mention Samuel Jones, third place winner Madison Gaither, 
second place winner Dalton Harman and fi rst place winner Bradlee Parrish.

Mathematics - Second place winner Kaylee 
Wolfe and fi rst place winner Isabella Harvey.

Animal science - Honorable mention winner 
Lexi Stahl and third place winner Alex Jones.

Energy - Second place winners Chris Hill and Noel Rochette 
and fi rst place winner Xander Cummings.

Behavioral and social science - Third place winners Andrea Murphy and Patience Moreland, sec-
ond place winner Chanelle Sutton and fi rst place winner Madison Kitzmiller. 

Tree 
seedlings 
available

The Potomac Valley Conser-
vation District is accepting or-
ders for tree seedlings. 

The seedlings may be used 
for windbreaks, forest products, 
erosion control, landscaping or 
wildlife cover.  

The following varieties 
are available:  Colorado Blue 
Spruce, Norway Spruce, Doug-
las Fir, White Pine, Red Oak, 
White Oak, Sugar Maple, Black 
Walnut, Chinese Chestnut and 
American Redbud.   

Most of the seedlings are of        
3-year-old stock and range in 
size from 6-18 inches in height.  

PVCD is also offering a vari-
ety of fruit trees. All will be bare 
root and approximately 3-5 ft. in 
height. Quantities are limited; 
it is suggested pyou place your 
order early to assure availability.     

Orders will be accepted until 
March 22. The seedlings must 
be picked up at the Potomac 
Valley Conservation District of-
fi ce in Romney on Friday, April 
12, between the hours of 8:30 
a.m. and 2 p.m. 

For more information or to 
obtain an order form, please call 
the District offi ce at  304-822-
5174, or email: pvcd@wvca.us.  
Order forms are also available 
on the district web page:  www.
wvca.us/districts/pvcd.cfm

Community calendar
Family Violence Support Group meets every Wednesday, 10 

a.m. at the Family Crisis Center outreach offi ce. 304-257-4606.
Grant County Democratic Committee meets the third Monday 

of each month, 6:30 p. m. at the courthouse in Petersburg. For fur-
ther information call 3042-57-1487 or 304-257-4015.

Grant County Family Issues Task Force meets the third Thurs-
day of each month at 11 a.m. in the conference room of the DHHR 
buiding.

Grant County Historical Society meets the third Tuesday of 
each month at 6 p.m. at the Senior Center.

Grant/Hardy Recovery Network meets every Monday at the 
Russ Hedrick Recovery Resource Center, 1812 Vandevander Dr., 
Petersburg. 304-668-6329. Meetings open to anyone dealing with 
substance abuse.

Landes Ruritan Club meets the third Thurday of every month, 
6:30 p.m. at the Landes Ruritan building, Rt. 220 S., Franklin Pike, 
Petersburg.

Petersburg Lions Club meets the fi rst and third Mondays at 
6:30 p.m. at Kaposy’s Great Room, South Main St., Petersburg.

Petersburg Order of the Eastern Star #146 meets every third 
Monday, 7:30 p.m. Practice very fi rst Monday at 7 p.m.

Potomac Highlands Amateur Radio Club meets every third 
Thursday of each month, 7 p.m. at the Hardy County RRT building, 
Moorefi eld. Anyone interested in the radio hobby is welcome to at-
tend. For more information go to www.pharc.org.

Potomac Highlands Shrine Club meets the second Wednesday 
of every month at the Landes Ruritan building, Franklin Pike. Social 
hour at  6 p.m., dinner/mmeeting at 6:30 p.m. Call Jack Hedrick for 
information 304-358-7773. 

Sutstance Abuse Prevention Coalition meeets the third Thurs-
day of every month, 11 a. m. at the Grant County DHHR conference 
room, Petersburg.

T.O.P.S. (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) meets every Tuesday, 
5-5:45 p.m. (weigh-in), 6-7 p.m. meeting at Living Hope Baptist 
Church, South Main St., Petersburg. Call Janice Fritz 304-257-7893 
or Bonnie McAllister 304-257-4970.
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