
The Grant County Board of 
Education gave one fi nal review 
and their approval last week to 
offi cially move forward with the 
proposed excess school levy set 
to appear on May’s ballot. 

The vote was held during 
their regularly scheduled Feb. 
27 meeting and received unan-
imous approval from the board. 
The proposal lists in detail how 
the funds will be spent if the 
levy is approved by the voters 
later this year. 

The Grant County School 
system currently has an excess 

levy in place, which has assist-
ed in funding multiple facility 
updates and improvements at all 
four county schools as well as 
increased school safety efforts 
through the funding of Educa-
tional Public Relations Offi -
cers (PRO offi cers) and aides 
on buses. This existing levy, 
which was approved on a fi ve-
year cycle, will end prior to the 
new levy going into effect. The 
newly proposed levy is also fi -
nancially smaller than the previ-
ous, meaning even if approved, 
citizens will see a tax drop. 
How will the money be spent?

In their levy call, the school 
system lays out a detailed fund-
ing plan focusing on six key 
areas: general maintenance, 
improvements and equipment; 

safety and security; curriculum 
and instruction; civic and com-
munity organizations; com-
munity involvement through 
athletic passes and class size 
reduction. 

Safety and Security 
($935,000 annually)

By far the largest funding 
area on the levy call is school 
safety and security, which has 
been a heavily discussed topic 
at board meetings over the past 
several years. The current levy 
allots positions for two PRO 
offi cers, however, the newly 
proposed levy allots funds for 
four. This change means all 
four schools in the county will 
have a PRO offi cer designated 
to their facility. The levy also 
keeps funds in place to ensure 

all county buses have an aide as-
sisting the bus driver to help re-
duce behavioral issues on buses.

Another large safety expen-
diture proposed by the levy will 
include a large-scale update to 
the entrance of Petersburg High 
School designed to reduce the 
number of people able to gain 
access to the school while stu-
dents are present. 

In total, the funds designated 
for school safety includes, but 
is not limited to, aides on ALL 
school buses ($700,000 total, 
$140,000 annually), School 
Resources Offi cers (four) with 
benefi ts ($1,325,000 total, 
$265,000 annually), interior 
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As always, you may drop off 
your non-perishable 

donations to the 
Petersburg Interfaith Pantry 
at the Grant County Press. 

Monetary donations will also 
be forwarded to the food 

pantry.

Support the 
Petersburg 
Food Pantry

Proudly Serving Grant County for 128 Years

The Grant County Health 
Department now has the fol-
lowing immunizations. Call 
304-257-4922 for an appoint-
ment. 

Board approves May levy call, 
school safety heavily featured 

Women 
charged 
over 
stolen 
lottery 
tickets

See Commission, page 7A

PHS sophomore 
returns to state 
wrestling tourney
The streets of Huntington were 
abuzz this past weekend with 
wrestlers, coaches, and fans 
from all over the Mountain 
State.  The Mountain Health 
Arena was once again home to 
the WVSSAC AAA & AA/A 
State Wrestling Champion-
ships.  A total of 448... page 1B.

County commission voices support for 
community corrections program

Two Grant County wom-
en are facing felony charges 
after they allegedly stole over 
$2,500 worth of lottery tickets 
and then had a family member 
attempt to cash in the winning 
tickets for money. 

While the charges were 
fi led last month, they stem 
from an incident in November 
2023 when an offi cer with the 
Petersburg Police Department 
was contacted by a local gas 
station employee to report a 
theft. 

During the conversation, 
the employee explained that 
the store had been contacted 
by the West Virginia Lottery 
Commission on Oct. 30, 2023 
to inform them that fi ve packs 
of lottery tickets had become 
missing from the location. 
The store employees were in-

See Levy, page 7A

See Crime, page 7A

SAFE SCHOOL DESIGN - 
An architectural rendering 
of the entrance of Petersburg 
High School that will be con-
structed if the excess school 
levy is approved by voters in 
May. The new entrance will 
include a security gate system 
designed to prevent visitors 
from gaining access to the 
facility until after they have 
spoken with faculty and have 
been determined to be safe to 
enter the building while the 
students are present. 

The Grant County Commis-
sion signed their annual reso-
lution and letter of support for 
the Mineral County Commu-
nity Corrections program last 
week, saying they were pleased 
with the program’s work in the 
county and intended to contin-
ue working with them to help 
those convicted of a crime and 
suffering from substance abuse 
disorder.

“I don’t have anything bad 
to say about this program,” said 
commissioner Scotty Miley. 
“We have worked together well 
over the years. When I start-
ed, we had one employee here 
part-time. Now, we have two 
full-time employees here every 
day.”

The Mineral County Com-
munity Corrections program is 
an alternate sentencing program 
aimed at helping those convict-
ed of crime while struggling 
with drug addiction. The pro-
gram allows a convicted person 
to be sentenced to participate in 
a drug-rehabilitation program as 
opposed to serving time in jail. 
During the course of the sen-
tence, participants are often re-
quired to take part in rehabilita-
tion and counseling efforts and 
are routinely drug tested. 

“We have looked at other 
programs and really, this one is 
doing well. We see a difference 
in our jail bill,” Miley said. “...I 
give all my respect to the pros-
ecuting attorney’s offi ce, the 

judges and the magistrates for 
assigning people to it. I feel like 
it is a great program”

The program also assists in 
reducing the county jail bill, 
with offenders able to serve their 
time through the community 
corrections program while also 
working to overcome addiction. 
This sentence is an alternative to 
a traditional jail sentence, which 
can be costly to the county and 
to taxpayers. 

County jail bills, which have 
been increasing over the past 
several years, became a state 
concern when multiple coun-
ties were unable to keep up with 
their rising costs. 

Overall, the commission 
commended the program, say-

ing they were glad to be able to 
work with a neighboring county 
while also helping to tackle the 
addiction crisis that remains in 
the region.

The letter of support and 
resolution were signed during 
the Feb. 27 regularly scheduled 
commission.

The meeting also included 
an update from Laura Brown, 
the director of the Seneca Rocks 
Regional Development Authori-
ty. Brown updated the commis-
sion on the projects currently 
underway in Grant County, in-
cluding the hiring of a new proj-
ects manager that will work in 

Daylight Saving Time 
Begins March 10

WVTE Presents: 
“Suessical the 
Musical”
West Virginia Theater East is 
set to bring the works of Dr. 
Suess to a local audience at the 
Landes Arts Center in Peters-
burg... page 3B.



By Camille Howard
Do you ever get the 

feeling that you just need 
to go somewhere? Get out 
of town? Or have you ever 
been driving and felt like 
you should keep on going, 
preferable south where it’s 
warm?

It’s cabin fever and I 
think it’s real. It’s so real 
I’ve even contemplated 
going to Wal-Mart just to 
wander the aisles. 

It’s too cold and rainy to 
go for a walk and when the 
days are gray and cloudy, 
Florida starts sounding 
good.

I like Florida, but it’s a 
little too manicured for me. 
After a while all the land-
scaping and trimmed lawns 
start me looking forward 
to getting back to wild 
and wonderful (but not too 
soon!).

It’s rainy there, too, but 
usually warm and the rain 
is just a shower and then 
the sun pops out again.

If it wasn’t so 
far, I’d be there 
now, I think.

O n c e 
I got a 
phone call 
from a tele-
marketer and 
they told me I 
won a week-long 
trip to Florida. 
They claimed I 
had signed up 
for it.

The only 
thing I had to 
do was pay my 
own way to the 
Sunshine State and then 
I could take advantage of 
their “free” offer.

I sat there for a minute 
and fi nally said, “Honey, if 
I had the money to make a 
trip to Florida, don’t you 
think I’d be there already?”

She hung up on me.
Another person wanted 

me to send them $400 and 
I would get a fabulous va-
cation. I think they were 

probably getting the vaca-
tion and everyone else was 

getting scammed.
You know, these 

scams must be 
pretty lucrative. I got 
a text the other day 

from an unknown 
number that 
said “Please, 
can u please 
stop and think 
about what 

this would 
mean if u helped me 
dont u want some 
good karma please 

im literally gonna be evict-
ed.”

Well, I don’t believe I 
know you and I don’t be-
lieve in karma. I also don’t 
believe I’ll respond be-
cause if I do the texts will 
be nonstop. I guess it’s bad 
karma to text strangers.

Maybe if we get a warm 
day I’ll sit on the front deck 
with a beach towel and pre-

tend I’m at the beach. 
••••••

One of our readers 
called to say she enjoys 
making recipes from this 
column, however the reci-
pe for Banana Peanut But-
ter Pancakes that appeared 
in our Feb. 13 issue, looked 
like it was missing a dry 
ingredient to hold the pan-
cakes together.

I looked up the recipe 
again and it wasn’t just a 
typo but the original recipe 
I copied was also missing 
any fl our or dry ingredient.

So, here’s a different 
version and I hope nothing 
is missing! No one likes to 
make a recipe only to fi nd 
out it doesn’t work.

The other recipe here is 
an easy way to make chick-
en and has only 9.1g carbs 
per serving. It reminds me 
of a Campbell’s recipe I 
have but without the rice.

Have a great week!
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ANSWERS FROM PUZZLES ON PAGE 5B

The Potomac Valley Con-
servation District board meet-
ing is Tuesday, March 12, at 7 
p.m.  at the Farm Credit build-
ing, 550 South Main Street, 
Moorefi eld.  Additional infor-
mation is available  at http://
www.wvca.us/district/pvcd.
cfmor by contacting the offi ce 
at 304-822-5174. The meeting 
agenda will be available three 
days prior to the meeting. A 
copy may be obtained on the 
webpage or by contacting the 
offi ce at 500 East Main St., 
Suite F, Romney.  The public is 
invited to participate.

 The Potomac Highlands 
Beekeepers Association will 
meet Thursday, March 14, at 
7 p.m. upstairs at the Romney 
Fire Department, 175 S. High 
Street, Romney. All meetings 
are open to the public and no 
prior experience in beekeeping 
is required. If you are inter-
ested in learning about bee-
keeping, are a beginner or an 
experienced beekeeper, this is 
a forum where you will be able 
to learn and exchange bee-
keeping information. Meeting 
will be canceled if Hampshire 
County government offi ces are 
closed due to bad weather.    

Civil Air Patrol: The Po-
tomac Highlands Composite 
Squadron is recruiting cadets 
(ages 12-18) and adults to be-
come members. The squad-
ron building is located on 
the grounds of Grant County 
Airport, Johnson Run Road, 
Petersburg. Weekly meetings 
are Thursdays, 6:30 - 8:30 
p.m. For more information, 
contact Lt. John Banks at john.
banks@wvwg.cap.gov. go-
civilairpatrol.com 

Convention of States 
meets the third Wednesday of 
each month at 7 p.m. at the 
Petersburg American Legion. 
Come join the group that will 
save our country. https://con-
vention ofstates.com. 

Grant County Adult Ed-
ucation enrolls students for 
their High School Equivalency 
and does TABE testing for the 
DHHR every Friday from 8:30 
am-12 noon. Call 304-257-
1277 to schedule or request 
information. 

Grant County Board of 
Education meets the second 
and fourth Tuesdays of every 
month at 5:30 p.m. at the board 
offi ce on Jefferson Avenue.

Grant County Commis-

sion meets every month on the 
second Tuesday at 9 a.m. and 
the  fourth Tuesday at 3:30 
p.m. in the lower level con-
ference room. For the agenda 
check grantcountywv.org

Grant County Histori-
cal Society board of directors 
meetings will be posted on 
the Society’s Facebook page. 
Members are welcome to at-
tend. 

Grant Memorial Hospi-
tal board meetings are held 
the fourth Monday at 7 p.m in 
the administrative conference 
room at Grant Memorial Hos-
pital.

New Beginnings Commu-
nity Outreach, Thursday, 6-9 
p.m. at First Baptist Church. 

Patterson Creek Ruritan 
Club meets the second Thurs-
day of each month, 6 p.m. at 
Forman Community Center in 
Lahmansville.

Potomac Highlands Can-
cer Support Group for cancer 
patients and caregivers, meets 
the fi rst Monday of every 
month, 5 p.m. at Living Hope 
Baptist Church, 1 Veach St., 
Petersburg. Refreshments.

Petersburg City Council 
meets the fi rst Monday of the 

month at 6 p.m. at City Hall on 
Mt. View St.

T.O.P.S. (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly) meets at 
5:30 p.m. every Tuesday at 
Living Hope Baptist Church, 
North Fork Highway, Peters-
burg, (just after the post offi ce 
on left). Call Wendy DeiCas at 
304-257-2349. for more infor-
mation.

To post meetings call 304-
257-1844 or email news@
grantcountypress.com

Community Meetings & Events

CHOCOLATE CHIP 
BANANA PANCAKES

1½ cups fl our
1 tablespoon sugar
2 teaspoons baking 

powder
½ teaspoon cinnamon
1¼ cups milk
½ cup banana, mashed 

(2 small)
1 egg, lightly beaten
1 teaspoon vanilla
½ cup chocolate chips, 

divided
Combine fl our, sugar, 

baking powder and cin-
namon in a large bowl.

After mixing well stir 
in milk, banana, egg and 
vanilla.

Fold in 1/4 cup choco-
late chips.

Heat a griddle, 
sprayed with oil on me-
dium heat. Pour batter 
onto griddle making 3 
inch rounds.

Cook about two min-
utes or until tops are 
bubbly. Flip pancake 
and cook for another 
minute or until golden.

Prepare remaining 
pancake batter as di-
rected adding more 
spray if needed.

Place on individual 
plates and sprinkle with 
remaining chocolate 
chips. Makes 18.

BAKED TARRAGON 
CHICKEN

2 pounds boneless skin-
less chicken breasts

1 medium onion, sliced 
in rings

1½ teaspoons tarragon
¼ teaspoon poultry 

seasoning
¼ teaspoon salt
¼ teaspoon pepper
1 (10 1/2 ounce) can 

cream of chicken 
soup

¼ cup milk
¼ cup slivered almonds 

(optional)
In 13x9 inch baking 

pan, place chicken piec-
es.

Do not overlap.
Place onion rings 

over top.
Mix seasonings with 

cream of chicken soup 
and milk and spoon over 
chicken.

Bake, uncovered, in 
375°F oven for 40 min-
utes.

Sprinkle chicken 
with almonds, if desired.

Bake 10 minutes 
more or until chicken is 
tender.

Spring fi re season is here, burning restrictions in effect
The West Virginia Di-

vision of Forestry (WV 
DOF) reminds residents to 
confi ne their outdoor burn-
ing to the hours of 5 p.m. to 
7 a.m.  Fires set during that 
time must be put out before 
7 a.m. Statewide burning 
restrictions will remain in 
effect now until May 31. 

The DOF has issued 
burning guidelines on its 
website at wvforestry.com/
fi re-laws.

Regulations include:
• All fi res must have a 

safety strip which must be 
cleared of burnable mate-
rial and be at least 10 feet 
wide.

• Fire must be attend-
ed until completely extin-
guished.

• Only vegetative mate-
rials such as leaves, brush 
and yard clippings are per-
mitted to be burnt.

Spark-throwing machin-

ery such as power shovels 
or sawmills operating on 
land subject to fi re must 
contain an adequate spark 
arrestor.

Infl ammable waste dis-
posal areas must annually 
remove all grass, brush, 
debris, and other infl am-
mable material adjacent to 
disposal areas to provide 
adequate protection, pre-
venting the escape of fi re to 
adjacent lands.

Commercial burning 
during prohibited periods 
requires a permit.

Any person or compa-
ny who causes a fi re on 
any grass or forest land 
must reimburse the state 
for costs to suppress the 
fi re. Fines for forest fi res 
caused by negligence range 
from $100 to $1,000 with 
an additional civil penalty 
of $200.
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More SBCTC SkillsUSA local winners

Country Clovers 4-H club members (front) Katelyn, 
Dustin and Addison and (back) Ariannah, Briley and 
Cameron.

The Country Clovers 
4-H club made a bless-
ings box. 

This blessings box is 
to help the community 
with their needs.

Donations can be 
placed in the blessings 
box located at 100 Po-
tomac Ave., Bayard, 
W.Va., at the Bayard 
fi rehall.

Country Clovers
Ariannah Lockie
Reporter

Country Clovers 4-H club 
completes community project

SkillsUSA construction 
tool ID winner 

Lucas Vandevander.

Eli Mathias placed fi rst 
in SkillsUSA welding 

competition.

Dillon Poling, technical 
computer applications 
SkillsUSA competition 

winner.

Matt Clark won the 
SkillsUSA carpentry 

entry level competition. 

Bryson Riggleman, Kadin Tinney and Dakota Propst won the local SkillsUSA crime 
scene investigation competition.

Local SkillsUSA cosmetology winners are Devan Harlow - post-secondary, nails; Breanna Dean - post-second-
ary, esthetics; Payton Liller - post-secondary, cosmetology hair; Tori O’Callaghan - secondary, nails; and Keyra 
Fisher - secondary, project showcase.

Placing fi rst in the fi rst 
aid/CPR SkillsUSA con-

test was Madison Howell.

Winners of Grant County  Schools’ 
Young Writers contest

First - Second Grade
First place, “The Miss-

ing Flower” by Makenna 
Sites, PES, Diana Harman, 
teacher.

Second place (tie), 
“Jazzy’s Book Crisis” by 
Laightyn Keplinger PES, 
Brittany Porter, teacher and 
“In The Forest” by Jacob 
Rohrbaugh, MES, Vicki 
Kitzmiller, teacher.

Third place, “The 
Homeless Girl” by Brynn 
Butler, MES, Vicki Kitz-
miller, teacher.

Third - Fourth Grade
First place, “The Run-

away” by Jemma Poore, 
MES, Kim Evans, teacher.

Second place, “The Tale 
of Bigfoot” by Audrey Hall, 
MES, Riley Barr, teacher.

Third place, “The 
Haunted Adventure” by 
Harper Walls, PES, Mi-
chaela Stickley, teacher.

Fifth - Sixth Grade
First place, “Heartbeat” 

by Noel Shreve, PES, Zon-
dra Reedy, teacher.

Second place, “Leo’s 
Adventure” by Callie 
Roberts, MES, Janie Pool, 
teacher.

Third place, “Ghost” by 
Elizabeth Ockerman, PES, 
Zondra Reedy, teacher.
Seventh - Eighth Grade

First place, “The 
Plague” by Lucy Groves, 
PHS, Ashley Wilkins, 
teacher.

Second place, “Axe’s 
Scrape” by Madelyn 
Wratchford, PHS, Casa-
ndra Greenwalt, teacher.

Third place, “Judge’s 
Panel” by Madelyn Cook, 
PHS, Casandra Greenwalt, 
teacher.

Ninth - Tenth Grade
First place, “Haunted 

Hosue” by Angela Willis, 
PHS, Amanda Campbell, 

teacher.
Second place, “The Sea, 

the Moon and The Lone-
ly Fish” by Tara Kimble, 
PHS, Amanda Campbell, 
teacher.

Third place (tie), “Shad-
ows of Deceit” by Sadie 
Pritt, UEC, Chad Turn-
er, teacher, and “Heavens 
Number” by Kourtney Al-
exander, PHS, Gloria Bava, 
teacher.

11th - 12th Grade
First place, “Dream-

ing Once Again” by Ash-
ley Kisner, PHS, Angela 
Propst, teacher.

Second place, “Hu-
mans” by Nicholas Funk-
houser, PHS, Angela 
Propst, teacher.

Third place, “Through 
My Eyes” by Sophie Carr, 
UEC, Chad Turner, teacher.

The fi rst place stories 
will be published in future 
issues of the Press.



By Charles Young
WV News

State offi cials are cur-
rently negotiating with 
the federal government 
regarding more than $460 
million distributed to coun-
ties during the Covid-19 
pandemic, according to 
the chair of the House of 
Delegates Committee on 
Finance.

As members of the com-
mittee were discussing the 
House’s version of the an-
nual state budget bill Fri-
day morning, Del. Vernon 
Criss, R-Wood, said the 
governor’s offi ce is nego-
tiating with representatives 
of the U.S. Department of 
Education.

“There is a potential 
of a federal claw-back of 
$465 million through the 
COVID and CARES pro-
cess of rules that came af-
ter monies were dispensed 
to counties in the education 
fi eld,” he said. “There were 

seven sets of rules changed 
in 11 weeks.”

The issue has acceler-
ated the process of passing 
this year’s state budget bill, 
Criss said.

“We are to a point that, 
because of timing, we need 
to pass a budget,” he said. 
“We need to do something 
today, out of here, to get 
on the fl oor, so we can re-
ceive the Senate’s [budget 
bill], so we can introduce 
and then go to negotiations 
this weekend, hopefully to 
come up with something.”

Criss clarifi ed that pan-
demic relief funds were not 
misspent or misused.

“It’s nothing that we did 
wrong,” he said. “It’s the 
fact that these rules came 
[out] after the money, rath-
er than having the strings 
attached so we knew ahead 
of time.”

Following Criss’s re-
marks, members of the Fi-
nance Committee moved to 

report the committee sub-
stitute for House Bill 4025, 
the budget bill, to the full 
House.

Brian Abraham, chief of 
staff for Gov. Jim Justice, 
confi rmed the negotiations 
are ongoing.

“The governor’s offi ce 
has been in negotiation 
with the Department of Ed-
ucation at the federal level, 
with the assistance of our 
state Department of Educa-
tion, and we think we’re on 
a pathway toward a resolu-
tion with some additional 
expenditures of state dol-
lars here in the state,” he 
said. “Not giving money 
back to the federal govern-
ment, but additional expen-
ditures on schools.”

Some educational ex-
penditures last year, such 
as pay raises for teachers 
and additional funds for 
the state School Building 
Authority, were part of re-
solving the issue, Abraham 

said.
“We were able to cover 

the ‘22 calendar year, so 
2023 is the last year this 
will be considered by the 
federal government,” he 
said.

Justice’s current pay 
raise proposal for teachers 
and school service person-
nel also would go toward 
satisfying the “mainte-
nance of effort” required 
by the federal Department 
of Education, Abraham 
said.

“We feel good about the 
direction we’re heading 
in,” he said.

“I want to make sure 
this is very clear: There’s 
no allegation of any mis-
spent money,” he said. 
“This was money that went 
directly to the counties. It 
didn’t come to the state of 
West Virginia.”
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As a pediatrician 
and mom, I oppose 
House Bill 5105

By Lisa M. Costello, M.D., 
M.P.H., F.A.A.P

If there is one thing I know, both 
as a pediatrician and mother of a 
toddler, it’s that we West Virginians 
love our children fi ercely. 

If you are a parent, grandparent 
or caregiver reading this, I know 
you care. This is why I want to alert 
you about a bill moving in the West 

Virginia legislature right now that would undermine chil-
dren’s health and safety in ways that would be harmful for 
us all. And I want to ask for your help in stopping House 
Bill 5105.

West Virginia leads the nation in strong immunization 
requirements for school entry. Our strong school policies 
have resulted in our state having some of the nation’s 
highest immunization rates, protecting children, adoles-
cents and our communities from preventable diseases. 

Neighboring states with weaker school-entry immuni-
zation policies are currently suffering outbreaks of pre-
ventable diseases such as measles, while West Virginia 
has seen no such outbreaks.

Yet, House Bill 5105 is trying to remove immunization 
requirements entirely for many students in private and pa-
rochial schools and in virtual public school; and it allows 
non-medical exemptions from immunization requirements 
in schools and childcare centers. 

When people can opt out of immunizations easily for 
non-medical reasons, that results in lower overall immuni-
zation rates. Even a small decrease in immunization rates 
can result in devastating outbreaks in communities.

I’ve served as president for two of our state’s largest 
medical associations, and I’ve worked with pediatricians 
from all over the country. Doing that, I have seen how 
states that offer non-medical exemptions to school immu-
nization requirements see increases in vaccine-prevent-
able illnesses as their immunization rates go down. 

There are measles cases in Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
New Jersey, and Florida right now, for example. I don’t 
want to see any child be sick with this incredibly conta-
gious and life-threatening disease – or any illness, espe-
cially if it’s vaccine-preventable. I want my kid and all of 
West Virginia’s kids to be healthy, in school, learning and 
growing.

Bill 5105, continued on Page 5A

INTERCEPTED LETTER

West Virginia offi cials negotiating with feds 
over more than $460M in Covid funds

House passes bill preventing 
publication of mugshots

By Autumn Shelton, 
West Virginia Press 

Association
The House passed a bill 

on Tuesday that would pro-
hibit the West Virginia Di-
vision of Corrections from 
publishing mugshots on 
their website. 

House Bill 4621 was 
passed by a vote of 54 to 
46 following a lengthy de-
bate. The bill prohibits the 
public release of mugshots 
(booking photos) following 
the arrest of an individu-
al. Mugshots are currently 
considered public informa-
tion. 

The bill states that un-
der certain circumstances 
a mugshot may be released 
to the public, including if 
the individual is a fugitive, 
an imminent threat to a per-
son or to public safety, or if 
a judge orders the release 

of the mugshot. 
Additionally, the bill 

states that a mugshot may 
be disclosed to law en-
forcement agencies and 
prosecuting attorney’s of-
fi ces for “investigation, 
prevention, or prosecution 
of a crime, or to safeguard 
the orderly operation of a 
correctional institution.”

The bill also sets forth 
civil liabilities for third-par-
ty publications that do not 
remove a mugshot after re-
ceiving a request to remove 
an individual’s mugshot. 

Rising in opposition of 
the bill was Del. Brandon 
Steele, R-Raleigh. 

“To me, the whole pur-
pose of a mugshot is two-
fold,” Steele began. “One, 
to inform the public of 
what’s going on in their 
community, to let people 
know who’s in custody and 

why they’re in custody and 
what they’re charged with. 
The other thing is to pro-
tect the defendant, so that 
the world knows that that 
defendant is in custody. If 
we look at the state of our 
jails . . . we still have is-
sues, and we’re gonna have 
issues for a while until the 
personnel issues catch up.” 

Steele said that even 
though the bill allows 
members of law enforce-
ment to obtain mugshots, 
it’s not helping them. 

“What this does is it 
keeps the public from 
knowing who’s in custo-
dy,” Steele said, adding 
that he could tell “countless 
stories” of people fi nding 
their loved ones by viewing 
mugshots. 

“What you’re doing 
here today is not protecting 
anybody,” Steele contin-

ued. “What it is, it’s putting 
our victims at risk. This 
is anti-victim. The people 
that are in our jail system 
right now are there for 
probable cause for offenses 
that are beyond non-violent 
misdemeanors. It means 
that someone had to have 
gotten hurt for them to be 
in there, or at least based on 
the way we have designed 
a PR (personal recogni-
zance) bond. The public 
deserves to know who 
these individuals are.” 

Del. David Kelly, R-Ty-
ler, rose in support of the 
bill and what he called “the 
wall of shame,” especial-
ly for women who have 
their mugshots posted on a 
third-party website such as 
Facebook. 

“Now, if that person’s 

Mug shots
Continued on Page 5A

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor,

What Hath our Govern-
ments wrought? The Dem-
ocratic Party (with rhino 
help) is funding, support-
ing and helping organize an 
illegal human invasion of 
our country. 

Maybe we should actu-
ally call it an infusion of 
foreigners for they were in-
vited, green carded, funded 
and supported by our state 
and federal governments. 
However you classify it, it 
may be the biggest act of 
treason ever carried out on 
this planet. 

Article 6 Paragraph 2 
of the U.S. Constitution 
establishes that the feder-
al constitution and federal 

law generally, take prece-
dence over state laws, and 
even state constitutions. 
It prohibits states from in-
terfering with the federal 
government’s exercise of 
its constitutional powers. 

Article 1 Paragraph 2 of 
the West Virginia consti-
tution states “it is the high 
and solemn duty of the sev-
eral departments of gov-
ernment, created by this 
constitution, to guard and 
protect the people of this 
state from all encroach-
ments upon the rights so 
reserved.” 

Considering the numer-
ous “green carded” people 
that have now been “in-
fused” locally, neither the 

West Virginia state govern-
ment or county government 
are familiar with either of 
the constitutions we are 
governed by. 

Funding, supporting, 
organizing and providing 
“green cards” to any hu-
man being illegally en-
tering our country is not 
constitutional, thus should 
not be condoned by state or 
federal government. 

Some folks taking ad-
vantage of the “free” gov-
ernment money support the 
“invaders” and in the pro-
cess provide you with new 
neighbors that may be sex 
offenders and drug traffi ck-
ers, child traffi ckers, com-
mon criminals, murders, 

who knows? 
The state government 

of West Virginia has turned 
a “blind eye” to the “le-
galized invaders” and are 
reaping substantial fi nan-
cial benefi ts. Sadly, money 
is always a key component 
of life and in politics. Any 
way you look at it change 
is on the way. Be aware of 
it. Prepare for it.  

“Scale the shifting tow-
er of coin and what awaits 
may change from the 
breathtaking vista of your 
expectations into terrifying 
vertigo.” - Stewart Stafford

Jim Hinebaugh
Maysville, W.Va.

West Virginia Schools Athletic Coaches 
Association (WVSACA)
Hedgesville, WV 

Elected Offi cials, 
The members of the WVSACA urge you to seek more 

information from medical professionals about athlete over 
usage before you run SB 813. To expand on the term ‘over 
usage’, the game totals for each WVSSAC sponsored ac-
tivity has been set to protect the athlete. For example, we 
do not need to add more innings to a baseball pitcher’s 
arm, we do not need more weigh ins during a wrestling 
season, and we do not need more soccer matches. There 
must be time for the athletes to rest, have family/social 
time, and have time to focus on their academics.  

The WVSSAC sets the game limit of each sport from 
the recommendations of the NFHS and state medical pro-
fessionals.

The West Virginia Schools Coaches Association is 
deeply concerned about how this bill will affect team 
chemistry and the hardships placed on coaching staffs. We 
can’t have players picking and choosing when they show 
up for practices and / or games. This is not a virtue that we 
should be teaching our athletes. 

The dangerous word used today ‘EXPOSURE’ is ma-
jor lie to scare parents and athletes. It usually leads to 
someone making money off the parents and athletes. I 
have many friends that coach in the college setting. They 
frequently let people know that if you are good enough, 
we will fi nd you!

We cannot afford to have a major rule change like 
this one on top of the transfer portal. We already have 
a great problem with fi nding teachers that will coach in 
our schools. We do not seek to take away parent decision 
making, we do seek to have order, and follow the rules of 
the NFHS and the Board of Control. 

Yours in Education, 
Wesley Eddy
Executive Director of the WVSACA

Athlete over usage



March 10, 1954
Coach Jesse Riggle-

man’s PHS Vikings, Sec-
tion 15-B representative to 
the Region IV cage tourney 
at Shepherd College and 
who upset the apple cart 
of Musselman High, came 
back the following evening 
to give Piedmont the fi ght 
of their lives before bowing 
out 58-53.

Paul’s Sporting Center 
on South Main Street was 
opened by Paul Eskridge.

J. Blaine Schaeffer, 
owner and manager of 
Schaeffer’s Funeral Ser-
vice, announced that his 
establishment moved from 
its former location on Wa-
ter Street to the new loca-
tion on North Main Street 
opposite the Presbyterian 
Church.

Those passing driving 
tests were: Joseph Oates of 
Petersburg; Shelba Sites of 
Cabins; Daniel Riggleman 
of Petersburg; James Kile 
of Cabins; James Kidd of 
Petersburg; and Orpha Har-
man of Moorefi eld.

Sgt. Robert Crites, who 
was serving with the Ar-
my’s 151st Engineering 
Battalion, Unit 1, in Korea, 
was promoted to the rank 
of sergeant fi rst class.

S.Sgt. Claude Bentley 
of Maysville received the 
Commendation Medal at a 
Korean airlift installation 
in southern Japan.

Attending the carpen-
try course at the engineer 
school at Camp LeJeune, 
N.C., was Marine Pfc. 
Jackie Sites of Dorcas.

Veach-Townsend Clin-
ic births included: Mr. 

and Mrs. Robert Keller of 
Fisher, a son; Mr. and Mrs. 
Carl Bowers of Franklin, 
a daughter; Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Goldizen of Mays-
ville, a son; Mr. and Mrs, 
Keith Alt of Dorcas, a son; 
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Propst 
of Franklin, a son; and 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Neff of 
Moorefi eld, a son.

March 4, 1964
Following meetings 

with Petersburg Industrial 
Development Corporation 
offi cials, Allied Paper Com-
pany and ARA represen-
tatives, it was announced 
by the local Development 
Corporation that it was 
now ready to proceed with 
raising the community’s 
share of funds needed to 
construct and equip a new 
factory for Allied Paper. 
Local investors had to pur-
chase $100,000 in revenue 
bonds, interest tax free, if 
Allied Paper Company was 
to locate in Petersburg.

A ribbon cutting cere-
mony marked the opening 
of Coffman-Fisher’s new 
and modern store, which 
was relocated in the Allen 
building on Main Street.

Grant County got a new 
conservation offi cer, Joe 
Michael, who began his 
duties Feb. 15. The coun-
ty had been without the 
services of an offi cer since 
the retirement of Harrison 
Shobe.

Harold Garber entered 
into graduate school at 
West Virginia University 
on a Woodrow Wilson Na-
tional Fellowship.

Irene Hanlin of Antioch 
graduated Jan. 31, from 

West Virginia College of 
Beauty Culture.

Births from Grant Me-
morial Hospital included: 
Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Goldi-
zen of Petersburg, a daugh-
ter, Feb. 26; Mr. and Mrs. 
William Pennington of 
Scherr, a son, Feb. 29; Mr. 
and Mrs. Howard Runions 
of Moorefi eld, a son, March 
1 and Mr. and Mrs. Roger 
Bostle of Centerville, Va., a 
daughter, March 2.

March 6, 1974
Offi cials for Loewen-

gart & Company Inc., Pe-
tersburg Tanning Division, 
announced the closing of 
the Petersburg plant effec-
tive March 31, citing in-
creasing imports and rising 
operating costs as factors.

A report on the annu-
al valuation of all taxable 
property was released by 
Assessor Albert Hull which 
showed that fi gures con-
tinued to climb upward to 
an increase of $6,261,945 
when compared with last 
year’s property assess-
ments. The 1974 total was 
$84,288,970. The 1973 to-
tal was $78,027,025.

John Ours, a ninth grade 
student in the Petersburg 
Vocational Agriculture 
program, received the beef 
heifer from Potomac Valley 
Bank.

Grant Memorial Hos-
pital births included: Mr. 
and Mrs. Teddy Berg of 
Maysville, a daughter, Feb. 
27; Mr. and Mrs. Ronald 
Bosley of Mount Storm, a 
son, Feb. 28; Mr. and Mrs. 
Bobby Mongold of Dorcas, 
a daughter, Feb. 28; and 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Hinkle 

of Petersburg, a daughter, 
March 3.

The PHS Band lost 
one of its most dedicat-
ed members. Tubber was 
considered as the Viking 
Marching Band mascot. 
She was owned by Evelyn 
Hendrickson.

SMSgt. James Michael, 
an electronic countermea-
sures pot test superinten-
dent in Aeronautical Sys-
tems Division’s Deputy for 
Engineers, was awarded 
the Bronze Star, fi rst oak 
leaf cluster.

The nearly impossible 
dream became a reality, 
when the Vikings complet-
ed a long and tough regular 
season with a perfect 20-0 
record.

March 7, 1984
Continuing debate over 

the relocation of municipal 
offi ce was joined by ques-
tions concerning employee 
raises and street improve-
ments at the Petersburg 
City Council meeting. At 
the session, council mem-
bers also accepted a peti-
tion from the Grant County 
Board of Education for an-
nexation of property near 
Petersburg Elementary 
School.

Three more candidates 
announced their intention 
to seek election in the June 
primary. They were: Glen 
Hamric of Rough Run – 
sheriff; Ruth Michael of 
Scherr – reelection as one 
the county’s two magis-
trates; and Michael Chip-
ley – Board of Education, 
Union District.
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NO GAS TILL MARCH 1 - The 1973-74 gas shortage came with “no gas” signs and vehicles blocking pumps 
in Petersburg. The crisis was caused by the refusal of the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) to sell crude to the U.S. Arab oil-producing countries launched the embargo in response to U.S. support 
of Israel during the 1973 Yom Kippur War.

This policy has been in effect for over 15 years. 

Bill 5105  Continued from Page 4A

As a mother of a two-year-old about to start Catholic 
school in West Virginia, I am gravely concerned about this 
bill. Weakening our immunization policies would be cat-
astrophic to the safety of all West Virginia’s children and 
would place my own toddler at higher risk of vaccine-pre-
ventable illnesses as she enters preschool this year. 

My husband and I have gotten our daughter every im-
munization she is eligible for, but she’s not yet old enough 
to be fully vaccinated. That means she – like many West 
Virginians who are younger, elderly, pregnant, or have 
weakened immune systems – relies on community immu-
nity. That is, she relies on getting protection from large 
numbers of others around her being immunized.

As a pediatrician, I have cared for kids who are dou-
bled over in pain and gasping for breath. I strive to soothe 
and comfort them while I see their loved ones’ hearts sink. 
Anyone in my shoes or those caregivers’ shoes knows you 
would do anything to prevent that moment from happen-
ing.

Parents and caregivers make numerous decisions ev-
ery single day with love, even when what one parent does 
is widely different from what another swears by. I respect 
the many decisions we all make in the contexts we make 
them for the people we love. 

That said, a single child’s immunization status affects 
their entire community, especially other children and 
adults who are at highest risk.

We West Virginians who love our children fi ercely 
know how much we would wish away a child’s avoidable 
suffering if we could. And we know that one child’s life 
lost is one too many – especially when we have tools to 
prevent it. 

While there are many childhood illnesses that we can-
not prevent, treat or cure, there are illnesses we can pre-
vent with high immunization rates.

As a pediatrician, as a mother, as a lifelong West Vir-
ginian, as a Christian, and as your neighbor, I implore you 
to keep our child immunization policies strong. Please call 
and email our state senators to oppose House Bill 5105.

Dr. Lisa Costello is a pediatric hospitalist in Morgan-
town, W.Va., and past president of the West Virginia State 
Medical Association and the West Virginia Chapter of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics, two of the state’s larg-
est professional organizations of medical professionals 
serving children and adolescents. She and her husband 
are parents of a toddler.

WorkForce WV rapid 
response meeting for AWP 
workers on March 7th

All workers of Allegh-
eny Wood Products Inc. 
and Allegheny Wood Prod-
ucts International Inc. in 
Moorefi eld, Petersburg and 
Riverton, and contracted 
workers who will be come 
totally separated from 
employment on or before 
March 1, are invited to at-
tend.

Information on the fol-
lowing services and bene-
fi ts will be presented: Job 
opportunities, unemploy-
ment insurance benefi ts, 

retirement planning, edu-
cation/training, commu-
nity resources and partner 
referrals.

The meeting will held 
Thursday, March 7, at 
the Michael Building, 39 
South Main St., Peters-
burg, from 10 a.m. - noon 
and 1 - 3 p.m.

If you are unable to at-
tend, you may request a 
packet be mailed to you by 
contacting the Dislocated 
Worker Services Unit at 
304-558-8414.

released, the mugshot goes down at DCR, but these 
third-party people, they don’t take them down automati-
cally,” Kelly said, adding that a person’s life can “be for-
ever turned upside down because of a mistake that was 
made, and it’s almost impossible to redeem yourself.” 

Del. Keith Marple, R-Harrison, then rose in opposition 
to the bill, saying that his background in criminal justice 
has taught him that people want to know “who is com-
mitting crimes in their neighborhoods, in the county and 
around. If a guy gets arrested in Clarksburg, his picture 
gets published in the paper, the police offi cers in the oth-
er jurisdictions don’t know this guy from Adam, but they 
look at the pictures and they look for those guys to appear 
in their jurisdictions.” 

In response to a question, Del. Tom Fast, R-Fayette, 
chair of the House Judiciary Committee, said that under 
this bill members of the media will not be able to publish 
these mugshots. 

“What they can do, though, if they are positioned where 
they see a person being arrested or walked from a police 
car into magistrate court or from magistrate court back to 
the police car, they can take photographs, and that’s fair 
game,” Fast said. 

Del. Geoff Foster, R-Putnam, lead sponsor of the bill, 
added that this bill doesn’t prevent the media from pub-
lishing a photo they took, or of using a photo from Face-
book. 

“The only photos that are barred from being dissem-
inated in the public are those of somebody who is never 
convicted of the crime,” Foster said. 

House Bill 4621 will now go before the Senate for con-
sideration.

Mug shots Continued from Page 4A

Senate’s ‘Anti-Woke Act’ would ban 
higher education’s DEI offi ces, initiatives

Amelia Ferrell Knisely 
West Virginia Watch
A bill dubbed both the 

“The Anti-Woke Act” and 
“Restoring Sanity Act” is 
advancing in the state Sen-
ate. The measure largely 
focuses on banning diver-
sity, equality and inclusion 
standards in higher educa-
tion.

The Senate Education 
Committee approved the 
measure. Senate Bill 870, 
last Monday with limited 
conversation. No one on 
the Republican-led com-
mittee offered up words in 
support of the bill.

Sen. Patricia Rucker, 
R-Jefferson, is lead spon-
sor of the measure. 

Under the legislation, 
inclusion offi ces would be 
prohibited along with “any 
effort to promote” implicit 
bias, cultural appropria-
tion, allyship, transgender 

ideology, anti-racism, sys-
temic oppression, social in-
justice and other concepts. 

Universities wouldn’t 
receive state funding un-
less its administrators fi led 
a report showing the cam-
pus was compliant with the 
legislation. 

“Public institutions of 
higher education shall re-
allocate all unexpended 
moneys appropriated by 
the Legislature in fi scal 
year 2024-2025 that would 
have been expended on 
DEI offi ces or DEI offi cers 
… to merit scholarships 
for lower-income and mid-
dle-income students and to 
reduce tuition and manda-
tory fees for resident stu-
dents,” the measure said.

The bill also included 
new standards for public 
school districts, including 
that employees would not 
be required to use a stu-

dent’s preferred pronoun 
when referring to the stu-
dent if the preferred pro-
noun is not consistent with 
the student’s biological 

sex.
The legislation was re-

ferred to the Senate Judi-
ciary committee for review.
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Local and area obituaries
DARLENE V. SMITH

Darlene Virginia (Rohr-
baugh) Smith, 83, of Mays-
ville, W.Va., passed away 
Sunday, Feb. 25, 2024, at 
Ruby Memorial Hospital, 
Morgantown, W.Va.

Born on June 3, 1940, 
in Cabins, W.Va., she was 
a daughter of the late How-
ard Thomas Rohrbaugh 
and Nellie Virginia (Moy-
ers) Rohrbaugh.

In addition to her par-
ents, Darlene was preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Gene D. Smith in 2008; 
and two brothers, Edward 
Lee Rohrbaugh and Rich-
ard Allen Rohrbaugh. 

She is survived by 
one daughter, Teresa L. 
Keplinger of Maysville; 
one son, Eugene Keplinger 
of Maysville; one grand-
daughter, Ashley N. 
Kesner; one great-grand-
son, Evan Skeen; three 
brothers, Darl Rohrbaugh 
(Delores), Bobby Rohr-
baugh (Rhonda) and Roy 
Rohrbaugh (Audrey), all of 
Maysville; two sisters-in-
law, Hilda Rohrbaugh and 
Judy Rohrbaugh; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews. 

Darlene attended Pe-
tersburg High School. 
She worked for Windsor 
Knit and Advantage Foods 

for several years and lat-
er worked in laundry and 
housekeeping at Grant 
Memorial Hospital until 
retirement. Darlene was a 
member of Falls Assembly 
of God Church. 

Honoring Darlene’s 
wishes, services will be 
private and burial will be in 
the Maysville Cemetery.   

Memorials may be 
made to St Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital, 501 St 
Jude Place, Memphis, TN  
38105. 

Arrangements were 
under the direction of the 
Schaeffer Funeral Home, 
Petersburg, W.Va. Condo-
lences to the family may be 
left at www.schaefferfuner-
alhome.com.          (3-5-24)

ROSELLA CONRAD THARPE
Rosella “Rose” Tharpe, 

76, of Cumberland, Md., 
passed away peacefully 
with her family present on 
Feb. 25, 2024, after a long 
battle with cancer.

She was born in West 
Virginia on Oct. 20, 1947, 
to the late Glen and Rhoda 
Conrad. In addition to her 
parents, she was preceded 
in death by a son, Michael 
Wayne Hapbell.

Rose graduated from 
Fort Hill High School in 
the class of 1966. She had 
many jobs across the state 
for 20 years while raising 
her family, before she was 
able to retire and focus 
only on her family, being 
a homemaker and having 
some fun.

Surviving is her hus-
band and loving compan-
ion of 29 years, Garry Lee 
West; children, Derwood 
“Bubby” Hapbell Jr. and 
wife Carla, Linda Marie 
Hild and husband Kenneth 
Trigger, Paul Hapbell and 
wife Dawn, Brian “Neil” 
Tharpe and wife Kristy; 
daughter-in-law, Dawn 
Hapbell; brother, June Con-
rad of Petersburg, W.Va.; 
many grandchildren, in-
cluding Brittney and fi an-
cé Derek Weiman, Melvin 

Wayne Hill Jr., Lane Aus-
tin Tharpe, Carlin, Joey 
Hapbell, Jena Hapbell and 
Paul Hapbell Jr.; seven 
great-grandchildren includ-
ing Kamdyn, Delilah and 
Konrad Weiman; number-
ous great-great-grandchil-
dren; and a very large ex-
tended family.

A funeral service was 
Friday afternoon at the 
Scarpelli Funeral Home, 
P.A., Cumberland, with 
Pastor Seth Wharton offi -
ciating.

The family would like 
to thank the WVU Cancer 
Center and UPMC Hospice 
for everything they did; 
they were wonderful.

Condolences may be 
left at www.ScarpelliFH.
com.                      (3-5-24)

ROGER A. WILKINSON
Roger A. Wilkinson, 81, 

of Petersburg, W.Va., passed 
peacefully in Bridgeport, 
W.Va., on March 1, 2024.

Born May 9, 1942, in 
Shrewsbury, W.Va., he was 
a son of the late Norman 
and Clara Wilkinson.

Roger married Mary 
Ann Johnson on July 5, 
1962, and they raised fi ve 
children during their 31 
years together prior to 
her death in 1993: Libby 
(Robert) Strong, Christine 
(Bill) Liller, Amy (Mike) 
Lohmann, Jennifer (John) 
Jackson, and Roger L. (Tif-
fanie) Wilkinson. 

He was also grandfather 
to Avery (Rebekah) Lill-
er, Caleb (Breanna) Jack-
son, Zack (Shelby) Liller, 
Maggie (Jack) Lohmann, 
Hannah (Kyren) Ander-
son, Claire Lohmann, Ab-
igail (Gio) Garcia, Chloe 
Jackson, Isaac Jackson, 
Mollie Wilkinson and 
Emma Wilkinson; and 
great-grandfather to Anna 
and Amelia Liller, Ari An-
derson and Bowie Jackson.

When he married Mary 
Faye Harman in September 
1995, Roger gained another 
beautiful family, including 
daughters, the late Terrie 
(Gregory) Foley and Lisa 
Wilson; grandchildren, 
Amber (Mike) Arbogast, 
Jamiah (Ethan) Judy, Jor-
dan (Joe) Musser, Michae-
la (Josh) Stickley, Eli Wil-
son and Chris (Madalyn) 
Wilson; and great-grand-
children, Riley and Carter 
Swick, Audrey and Ruby 
Mongold and Nora and 
Charlotte Faye Stickley. 
Roger and Faye enjoyed 24 
years of marriage until her 
death in February 2020.

Roger’s pride and joy, 
his children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren, 
adored him. His generos-
ity, loyalty, integrity and 
tenderness provided a blue-
print of how life should be 
lived. As he often reminded 
his grandchildren, he was 
“THE papaw.”

Upon graduation from 
Montgomery High School 
in 1960, Roger joined 
the U.S. Army where he 
served in the 7th Army in 
Germany during the Cu-
ban Missile Crisis. After 
leaving the army, Roger 

was employed as a welder 
at FMC in Charleston for 
fi ve years. Upon a chance 
meeting with a conserva-
tion offi cer while fi shing in 
the Kanawha River, Roger 
discovered that he had the 
qualifi cations to obtain his 
dream job as a West Vir-
ginia Conservation Offi cer. 
This career moved he and 
his young family to Peters-
burg in 1968 where he was 
employed as an offi cer and 
then sergeant until his re-
tirement in 2000.

Roger was the quint-
essential outdoorsman: an 
avid hunter, fi sherman and 
lover of wildlife.  He was a 
gifted storyteller who kept 
his children enthralled with 
his wisdom and wit. Roger 
loved the beach, Jeopardy, 
Mountaineer sports, good 
food, poetry, music and 
learning. When asked re-
cently if he was sorry, he 
had not traveled more in 
his life, he answered that 
West Virginia offered as 
much beauty as anywhere 
he could think of on Earth. 
Roger attended Petersburg 
First Baptist Church.

Roger’s family will 
receive friends Monday, 
March 11, from 5-8 p.m. 
at the Schaeffer Funeral 
Home in Petersburg.

Funeral services will be 
Tuesday, March 12, at 11 
a.m. in the funeral home 
chapel with Pastor Lynn 
Rohrbaugh and Pastor John 
Jackson offi ciating.

Interment will be in 
South Branch Memorial 
Gardens, Petersburg.

Memorials may be 
made to the American 
Lung Association. Condo-
lences to the family may be 
left at www.schaefferfuner-
alhome.com           (3-5-24)

FRANK N. RODGERS
Frank Norman Rodgers, 

85, of Martinsburg, and 
formerly of Petersburg,  
died Sunday, Feb. 25, at 
Martinsburg Healthcare 
Center.  

Born April 24, 1938, in 
Petersburg, he was the son 
of the late George and Wil-
ma (Mongold) Rodgers. He 
was also preceded in death 
by one son, Frank Rodgers 
Jr.

 Mr. Rodgers was a 
graduate of Petersburg 
High School and attended 
Petersburg Presbyterian 
Church. Upon graduation, 
he served our country in 
the U.S. Navy.  He worked 
for Potomac Edison un-
til his retirement and then 
continued to work for 
Cookman’s Insurance. He 
taught fi rst aid for many 
years and served as a vol-
unteer fi reman for the Pe-
tersburg and Maysville 
volunteer fi re departments. 
He was a member of the 
American Legion Post #78 
in Petersburg, the Masonic 
Lodge #145 in Petersburg, 
Shriner, and the Order of 
the Eastern Star.

He is survived by his 
wife, Ruth (Henry) Rodg-
ers; two sons, Craig Rodg-
ers of Dickerson, Md. and 
Sherwin “Buggsy” Rodg-
ers of Troutville, Va.; three 
stepdaughters, Stephanie 
Waldman of Petersburg, 
Pamela McVey of Las Ve-
gas, Nev. and Leisha Rut-
kowski of Wyoming, Del.; 
two sisters, Sharon Ann 
Sites of Winchester, Va. 
and Myra Yokum of Lan-
des; 10 grandchildren; and 
eight great-grandchildren.  

In honoring his wishes, 
his body has been cremated 
and graveside services will 
be held today (Tuesday), 
11:30 a.m. at Maple Hill 
Cemetery, Petersburg, with 
the Rev. Dr. Bruce Stevens 
offi ciating.  

In lieu of fl owers, me-
morials may be made to 
the www.dementiasociety.
org Dementia Society of 
America, P.O. Box 600, 
Doylestown, PA 18901 or 
the Shriners Hospitals for 
Children, P.O. Box 1525, 
Ranson, WV 25438 www.
shrinersinternational.org  

Military honors will be 

accorded by the U.S. Navy 
and Grant County Veteran 
Honor Guard as well as 
honors by the WV State 
Firemen’s Association and 
local volunteer fi remen.  

Memories and words 
of comfort may be left at 
www.basagic.com or on 
Facebook at Basagic Fu-
neral Home.    (3-5-24)
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Levy
Continued from front

security gates for PHS 
and UEC ($30,000 total, 
$6,000 annually), metal/
vape detectors at PHS 
and UEC ($120,000 to-
tal, $24,000 annually) and 
Safe School entrance at 
PHS ($2,500,000 total, 
$500,000 annually). 

General maintenance, 
improvements and equip-
ment ($522,000 annually)

Facility upgrades also 
take a center role in the 
proposed levy, with more 
than half a million dollars 
designated to making fa-
cility upgrades and general 
maintenance. This section 

also includes the addition 
of a new extracurricular 
complex (which will be uti-
lized by wrestling, archery, 
cheer and similar programs 
that do not currently have 
designated practice space) 
as well as classroom fur-
niture replacements at all 
four schools. 

Overall, these funds 
include, but are not limit-
ed to, UEC track addition 
($100,000 total, $20,000 
annually), PHS track re-
placement ($650,000 total, 
$130,000 annually), class-
room furniture replacement 
($500,000 total, $100,000 
annually), UEC stage re-
placement ($80,000 total, 
$16,000 annually), extra-

curricular complex at PHS 
($400,000 total, $80,000 
annually), PES gym fl oor 
replacement ($180,000 
total, $36,000 annually), 
upgrade PHS football fi eld 
lighting ($350,000 total, 
$70,000 annually), class-
room addition at MES 
($350,000 total, $70,000 
annually), and other relat-
ed expenses.
Curriculum and Instruc-
tion ($174,000 annually)

The levy also includes 
designated funds for ex-
panding the schools’ tech-
nology, keeping an instruc-
tional-centered summer 
school program and pro-
vide extra funding for ex-
tracurricular programs that 
often place important roles 
in student life, such as band 
and music. 

Overall these funds in-
clude, but are not limited 
to, additional curriculum 
and instructionally related 
items for summer school 

($500,000 total, $100,000 
annually). STEAM (sci-
ence labs) ($75,000  total, 
$15,000 annually); ma-
terials and supplies for 
South Branch Career & 
Technical Center ($20,000 
total, $4,000 annually); 
band and music ($75,000 
total, $15,000 annually) 
and technology upgrades 
($200,000 total, $40,000 
annually).

Athletic passes
The levy will also keep 

in place funds to provide all 
Grant County residents free 
access to all county athlet-
ic contests. Recent-former 
board member Pandora 
Barr explained during levy 
discussions that these funds 
ensured local families, es-
pecially multi-generation-
al households and those 
with multiple children, can 
afford to attend sporting 
events without causing un-
due fi nancial hardship. 

These funds include all 

Grant County Schools Ath-
letic Contests ($537,500 
total, $107,500 annually).

Civic and Community 
Organizations ($15,000 

annually)
The levy also outlines a 

smaller fund for other local 
programs, including those 
held at the Moomau-Grant 
County Public Library and 
the Mountain Top Public 
Library as well as funds set 
aside for school-adjacent 
programs, such as 4-H. 

These funds include, but 
are not limited to, commu-
nity libraries in Petersburg 
and Mount Storm ($50,000 
total, $10,000 annually) 
and 4-H ($25,000 total, 
$5,000 annually).

How much will it cost 
taxpayers?

In total, the fi ve-year 
levy will raise approxi-
mately $1,937,500 annual-
ly for the school system or 
a full amount of $9,937,500 
over the course of the full 

levy period. Of this, large 
majority of funds are raised 
from Class III properties. 
Most residents will fall un-
der Class II, which covers 
any property owned, used 
and occupied by owner, 
exclusively for residential 
purposes and farms used 
and occupied by their own-
ers or tenants.

Currently, the levy will 
add 9.9 cents per $100 of 
valuation for Class II resi-
dents, 19.8 cents per $100 
valuation for Class III and 
Class IV properties. 

Class III taxpayers, such 
as Dominion Energy, ac-
count for approximately 
$846,870,029 of the overall 
$1,193,445,868 assessed 
value in the county.

With fi nal approval now 
given by the Grant Coun-
ty Board of Education, the 
levy will now fall into the 
hands of the taxpayers to 
either approve or let fail 
during the May election. 

Commission
Continued from front

the county, the purchase 
of three properties on Vir-
ginia Avenue in Petersburg 
and an ongoing contract 
with the tech company, 
Continent 8, to lease (and 
potentially purchase) the 
Grant County data center. 

Other topics discussed 
during the meeting includ-

ed:
• A discussion and ap-

proval with Peggy Alt, the 
director of Grant County 
Offi ce of Emergency Man-
agement and 911, to hire 
an new employee.

• A discussion with 
Randy Parsons of the 
Grant County Parks and 
Recreation Department. 
Following an executive 
session, the commission 
approved a request to end 

the current contract with 
the contractor who han-
dles the Grant County Dog 
Pound and have the pound 
absorbed entirely by the 
department.

• The approval of a 
signature for a U.S. Wind-
force grant application to 
help acquire funds for new 
playground equipment at 
Welton Park, including a 
mini-zipline.

• An update from Grant 

County Clerk, Laura Ben-
nett, who reported that she 
had hosted a voter reg-
istration event for local 
students, with 37 students 
registering to vote in the 
2024 elections. 

The next regularly 
scheduled meeting of the 
Grant County Commis-
sion will be March 12 at 
9 a.m. at the Grant County 
Courthouse. 

Crime
Continued from front

formed that the state lot-
tery commission had 
fl agged the missing tickets 
in the lottery system. 

A few days later, on 
Nov. 3, a former employ-
ee of the store, identifi ed 
as Deborah Stumbo, 36, 
of 4116 Corner Rd., Mays-
ville, came to the store in 
an attempt to cash a win-
ning $30 “Golden Ticket.” 
However, when the store 
employee ran the serial 
number of the card, they 
were alerted by the sys-
tem to contact the West 

Virginia Lottery Hotline. 
When contacted, the em-
ployee was informed that 
the ticket was among those 
that had been fl agged as 
stolen the month before. 
The employee explained 
to the offi cer that  lottery 
tickets must be activated at 
the store they are sold by 
before they can be eligible 
to play or win.

A few days later an-
other store employee was 
contacted by Nicole Dawn 
Buckley, 34, of 4116 Cor-
ner Rd., Maysville, who 
is also a former employee 
of the store. Buckley, who 
is also Stumbo’s sister, 
reached out to the store 

employee and allegedly 
asked her to activate the 
tickets. 

According to the police 
report fi led on the incident, 
Buckley told the employ-
ee “If Deb stops by in the 
morning or sometime and 
brings these two lottery 
tickets will you please 
activate it [sic]. I thought 
I did but guess I didn’t.” 
She also allegedly asked if 
she could leave the tickets 
in the employee’s vehicle 
to be activated before the 
store opened. Stumbo had 
ended her employment 
with the store on Oct. 7 
and Buckley had ended 
her employment with the 

location on Oct. 12 follow-
ing an incident that had her 
charged with trespassing. 

In total, the fi ve stolen 
packets of tickets are val-
ued at $2,600, making the 
theft a felony offense. The 
police report notes that all 
fi ve packs of the tickets 
were scanned in the store 
in the month of Septem-
ber, when both Stumbo 
and Buckley worked at the 
store. 

Following an inves-
tigation, the offi cer re-
quested arrest warrants on 
both Stumbo and Buckley, 
charging them with grand 
larceny and conspiracy to 
commit grand larceny. 

Grant County man 
admits to federal gun 
and drug charges

Jacob Glen Vance, 23, 
of Petersburg, has admitted 
to having a machine gun 
and methamphetamine.

Vance plead guilty to 
possession of a machine 
gun and possession with in-
tent to distribute metham-
phetamine. According to 
court documents, Vance’s 
home was searched as a 
part of another investiga-
tion, and offi cers found 
a fully automatic AR-15 

rifl e, two short-barreled 
rifl es, two silencers, meth-
amphetamine, drug para-
phernalia, and cash.

The Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms, and 
Explosives and the West 
Virginia State Police in-
vestigated. Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Stephen Warner 
is prosecuting the case on 
behalf of the government. 
U.S. Magistrate Judge Mi-
chael John Aloi presided.

Auditor announces recovery 
of nearly $1 million stolen 
from state of West Virginia

On Friday, West Virgin-
ia State Auditor JB McCus-
key was joined by Unit-
ed  States Attorney Will 
Thompson, West Virginia 
State Police and Truist 
Bank offi cials to announce  
the recovery of nearly a 
million dollars, stolen from 
the state of West Virginia.  

The money was sto-
len through a check fraud 
scheme that remains under 
investigation but due to a 
collaborative action tak-
en by the State Auditor’s 
Offi ce, the  Treasurer’s 
Offi ce, the United States 
Attorney’s Offi ce, the 
Governor’s Offi ce, West 
Virginia  State Police Bu-
reau of Criminal Investi-
gations and Truist Bank 
$966,083.04 was recently  
recovered and deposited 
back into a state bank ac-
count. 

“This recovery marks 
a major win in our fi ght 
against fraud,” Auditor JB  
McCuskey said. “We have 
become one of the most 
successful fraud fi ghting 
agencies in the  state and 
have developed a success-
ful working relationship 
with our many partners 
who share  in our commit-
ment to protecting taxpay-
er dollars. Unfortunately, 
check fraud is at an all-
time  high, making every-
one susceptible, and that is 
why we have been resolute 
in our response and  vigi-
lant in our ongoing efforts 
to prevent this from hap-
pening.” 

“Our offi ce is proud to 
work alongside the West 
Virginia Auditor, his of-
fi ce and our other state  
partners to safeguard tax-
payer dollars, prevent 
fraud and abuse, and go 
after those who  perpetrate 
check washing and simi-
lar crimes,” United States 
Attorney Will Thompson 
said. 

The checks in question 
were sent to a Department 
of Health and Human Re-
sources vendor as  part of a 
Medicaid contract. At some 
point the checks, issued by 
the state of West Virginia, 
were stolen by bad actors, 
the specifi c details of the 
scheme remain confi den-
tial as the  investigation 
continues. The amount re-
covered represents rough-
ly 85% of what was owed 
to  the vendor and efforts 
continue to recover the re-
mainder of the money. This 
incident highlights  the vul-

nerability of using paper 
checks, a vulnerability that 
is increasing every day.  

“Since 1979, Truist and 
the State of West Virgin-
ia have worked closely to 
help manage West  Vir-
ginia’s day to day bank-
ing needs and do that in 
the most safe and secure 
manner. The close  part-
nership and collaboration 
with both the auditor’s and 
treasurer’s offi ce is critical 
to  executing effectively. 
With the most recent fraud 
event, this relationship 
grew even deeper as  we 
were able to work as one 
team to recover a substan-
tial amount of the state’s 
proceeds,”  Patrick O’Mal-
ley executive vice presi-
dent, West Virginia Mar-
ket President Truist Bank 
said.  “The banking land-
scape continues to change 
at a rapid pace and fraud 
remains a main concern  
across our industry. Truist 
looks forward to continu-
ing to fi nd ways to help 
the State of West  Virginia 
operate effi ciently and pro-
tect the funds of our great 
citizens.” 

McCuskey has been 
pushing to eliminate check 
payments to  vendors be-
cause of the risk of fraud 
presented. McCuskey 
has been advocating for 
Electronic  Fund Transfer 
(EFT) payments, which 
are more secure and faster 
for both vendors and the  
state. When McCuskey 
took offi ce, the state was 
issuing 22,000 checks to 
vendors per  week on aver-
age. Through McCuskey’s 
efforts to make the pay-
ment process more  secure, 
the number of checks be-
ing issued to vendors has 
been reduced to just 9,000 
checks  per week on av-
erage. This reduction was 
accomplished through a 
variety of methods includ-
ing  education, reducing 
the check runs from daily 
to weekly and the develop-
ment of new software  that 
will soon require all new 
vendors to sign up for EFT.  

McCuskey continues 
to urge vendors to sign up 
for EFT. Vendors can sign 
up at  www.wvsao.gov 
and clicking on the E-Pay-
ments tab. If vendors need 
assistance, they can call  
304-558-2251. 

So far, no arrests have 
been made but this joint in-
vestigation is ongoing.  
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 Be part of our Business 
 Spotlight! Call Tara at 
 304-257-1844 or email 

 ads@grantcountypress.com

 LET US DESIGN AN AD 
 OR PRINT JOB FOR YOU !

 ads@grantcountypress.com
 www.grantcountypress.com

 47 S. Main St. 
 Petersburg, WV 
 304-257-1844

 Get 
 noticed!

 Romney

 304-822-3564
 96 E. Main Street

 Hours: Mon. - Fri. 
 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

 Independent Insurance Agent 
 Serving the Area Since 1946!

 Need insurance?
 Want to review your 
 current coverage?

 Have your premiums 
 gone up?

 Call us for a free, no 
 obligation quote.

 Petersburg

 304-257-0700
 2 Alt Avenue

 LOOKING FOR A 
 GREAT 

 ADVERTISING DEAL?

 HOTT INSURANCE 
 & FINANCIAL 

 SERVICES LLC

 John Paul Hott II, Owner

 hottinsurance.com

 Auto  •  Home  •  Business  •  Life Erie
 Insurance ®

 207 N. Main St. 
 Petersburg, WV

 304-257-4494

 444 N. Main St.
 Franklin, WV
 304-358-3777

 568 S. Mineral
 Keyser, WV

 304-788-9333

 Y our full-service 
   collision center!

 TRI-COUNTY 
 COLLISION

 Matt & Cary Ours, Owners
 Pick-up and Delivery of your vehicle

 304-257-2580

 Rt. 42, Petersburg, WV
 M-F 8 a.m to 5 p.m.

 Petersburg, WV

 Serving the people of the Potomac Valley 

 www.grantmemorial.com
 304-257-1026

 Horse & Livestock | Farm Supplies | Propane
 Lawn & Garden | Home Goods

 Pets & Small Animals
 Potomac Ave., Petersburg       304-257-1771

 304-257-1707
 Petersbur g, WV

 WV Licensed WV061023

 436 KEYSER AVE. (ON THE HILL) PETERSBURG

 304-257-4577
 UPS and FedEx 

 Shipping & more!

 LG HDTVs
 Hunting & 

 Fishing
 Supplies

 Over 90 Styles 

 of Boots!

 BUILDERS   CENTER
 You make the call ... 

 we make the haul!
 Rt. 42, 

 Petersburg
 304-257-2100  OPTIONAL BOOM 

 TRUCK SERVICE

 www.wvbuilders.com

 CENTRAL TIE & 
 LUM BER COM PANY

 Carpet, Vinyl &  Ceramic Wall and Floor Tile
 TOOL RENTAL  • Sporting Goods, Lawn & Garden, 
 Lumber, Electrical, Hardward, Housewares & More

 HOURS: 7-6 Monday to Friday 
 8-3 Saturday  FREE DELIVERY

 Petersburg 304-257-1313     Moorefield 304-530-5566

 Serving the Area Since 1919

 1.5 mi. north on Rt. 42, Petersburg, WV

 304-257-2580

 Call Us Straight Down 
 the Middle!

 Towing & Auto 
 Services

 www.pilgrims.com

 Serving the 
 community 

 for over 
 50 years!

 24 North Main Street 
 Petersburg, WV
 304-257-1044 judysdrugstore.com
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Sonny O’Neil, longtime Canaan Valley basketball offi -
cial is hanging up his whistle after 33 years of service 
to the area. He was recently honored at a Union High 
School basketball game. Rodney Keller, (not pictured) 
is also hanging up the whistle after 20 years of roam-
ing the area hardwoods.

Josh Burdock, 
son of Mike and Jill Burdock

UHS hosts 2024 senior night for 
basketball athletes

Braxton Crites, 
son of Rodney and Beth Crites

Brittany Thomas, 
daughter of Terry and Lori Pennington

Bailey Evans, 
daughter of Jason and Jennifer Evans

 Francis VanMeter, 
daughter of Mark and Jessica Streets

By: Clay Fritz
PHS Wrestling

The streets of Hunting-
ton were abuzz this past 
weekend with wrestlers, 
coaches, and fans from all 
over the Mountain State.  
The Mountain Health Are-
na was once again home 
to the WVSSAC AAA 
& AA/A State Wrestling 
Championships.  A total 
of 448 young men would 
start the weekend looking 
for a spot on the podium 
in their respective weight 
class.  The path to a top 
six fi nish would not be 

an easy task, even for the 
most motivated, dedicated, 
and hungry young men.  

Among them was Alex 
Halterman competing in 
the 157lb AA/A bracket 
with 15 others.  The soph-
omore began his second 
state tournament run on 
Thursday night in a match-
up with Point Pleasants 
Blake Dauch.  Halterman 
would not be able to get 
anything going against his 
opponent and fall in the 
second period.  He would 
need to regroup and come 
back the next morning 
ready to battle with his 

season on the line.
Friday morning was 

full of excitement and 
confi dence as the mats 
once again fi lled to the 
edges with the young 
warriors trying to shake 
off the soreness from the 
long night before.  Halter-
man was no exception but, 
ready to toe the line.  The 
fi rst round of consolation 
was a match with Damien 
Simmons from Shady 
Springs.  Unfortunately, 
his opponent was injured 
in his previous match and 
would not be able to com-
pete.  The Viking would 

get the win via 
medical forfeit, 
advancing to the 
second round of 
consolation.

Kipp Freed 
of Williamstown 
would be the next 
obstacle in the 
path.  Alex would 
start out strong 
and hang with 
Freed but was not 
able to convert on 
his feet for points. 
Never giving up, 
Halterman would 

fi ght to the very end, 
looking for any chance 
he could. Freed would be 
victorious, ending Halter-
man’s season. 

The sophomore fi nish-
es his season with a 36-13 
record.  His best fi nishes 
of the season include fi fth 
place at the Max Horz 
Invitational, third at the 
Viking SMASH, second 
place at PVCs and fourth 
at regionals. Halterman 
made great improvements 
in his second year enroute 
to another state berth and 
will no doubt make even 
bigger jumps in the year to 
come with his dedication 
to the sport.

Another season has 
come and gone for the 
boys on the mat. The sea-
son that started just be-
fore Thanksgiving is once 
again over all too soon.  
The lessons learned and 
memories made will last a 
lifetime for the team.  

For those who do not 
know what this sport is 
all about, I recommend 
you talk to a wrestler 
sometime or come out for 
a match next season.  It 

might just be one of the 
best decisions you make. 
For Coach Tony Weath-
erholt and Coach Chad 
Vance, we thank you for 

following along this year 
and hope you join us next 
winter.  Until next year, 
thank you.

PHS sophomore returns to state 
wrestling competition

Two PHS teams are Two PHS teams are 
state bound! See more state bound! See more 

on page 6B.on page 6B.
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GOLDEN LANES
ODD COUPLES 

MIXED LEAGUE
February 20th

TEAM STANDINGS: 
Split Happens 65 – 39,  
Guns & Ammo 59.5 – 44.5, 
WELD 58 – 46, Terminators 
57.5 – 46.5, Country Cars & 
Trucks 56 – 48, NKOTB 
54 – 50, Outlaws 53 – 51, 
Empire Strikes 48.5 – 55.5, 
Lucky Strikes 47.5 – 56.5.

HIGH GAME MEN 
(SCRATCH): Troy Mc-
Greevy 248, Evan Kesner 
243, Richie Burgess 
236, Cohan Kesner 232. 
(HANDICAP): Troy Mc-
Greevy 286, Jeff Sullivan 
281, Floyd Shepard 271, 
Evan Kesner 263.

HIGH SERIES MEN 
(SCRATCH): Evan Kesner 
687, Troy McGreevy 666, 
Richie Burgess 640, Cohan 
Kesner 624. (HANDICAP): 
Troy McGreevy 780, Floyd 
Shepard 772, Evan Kesner 
747, Trace Miller 734.

HIGH AVERAGE 
(MEN): Cohan Kesner 

219.28, Evan Kesner 
209.07, Richie Burgess 
208.73, Michael Hedrick 
199.73.

HIGH GAME WOMEN 
(SCRATCH): Carissa Mi-
chael 238, Emily Stark 202, 
Dee Anna McDonald 179, 
Rachel Stark 169. (HANDI-
CAP): Carissa Michael 279, 
Emily Stark 269, Teresa 
Sullivan, Rachel Stark and 
Paula Bergdoll 241.

HIGH SERIES WOM-
EN (SCRATCH): Carissa 
Michael 601, Emily Stark 
512, Ashley Day 467, Dee 
Anna McDonald 465.  
(HANDICAP): Carissa Mi-
chael 724, Emily Stark 713, 
Paula Bergdoll 693, Ashley 
Day 686.

HIGH AVERAGE (WO-
MEN): Carissa Michael 
185.23, Dee Anna McDon-
ald 174.21, Emily Stark 
156.22, Denise McGreevy 
154.85.

THURSDAY NIGHT 
MEN’S LEAGUE

February 22nd
TEAM STANDINGS: 

Builders Center 71 – 33, 
American Classic 71 - 33, 
Petersburg Oil Company 
57 – 47, Strikeforce 54 – 
50, Golden Lanes 50 – 54, 
Vetter’s Mini Mart 48.5 
– 55.5, Country Cars & 
Trucks 44.5 – 59.5.

HIGH GAME (SCR-
ATCH): William Barr 

268, Trey Wratchford 265, 
Zachary Arbaugh 260, 
Richie Burgess 247, Larry 
Walp 237. (HANDICAP): 
William Barr 322, Trey 
Wratchford 303, Zachary 
Arbaugh 286, Floyd Shep-
ard 283, Jerry Propst 275. 

HIGH SERIES (SCR-
ATCH): Richie Burgess 
704, Larry Walp 686, Gary 
Leatherman 665, Evan 
Kesner 649, Derek Miller 
623. (HANDICAP): Wil-
liam Barr 782, Richie Bur-
gess 779, Larry Walp 767, 
Gary Leatherman 749, Josh 
Arbaugh 741.

HIGH AVERAGE: Co-
han Kesner 209.08, Terry 
Wratchford 205.99, Richie 
Burgess 203.83, Michael 
Hedrick 202.83, Zacha-
ry Arbaugh 201.56, Larry 
Walp 200.79.

SBV WOMEN’S 
LEAGUE

February 26th
HIGH GAME (SCR-

ATCH): Cherry Hammons 
200, Denise McGreevy 
194, Dee Anna McDon-
ald 191. (HANDICAP): 
Cherry Hammons 232, 
Mernie Kimble 231, 
Denise McGreevy 229. 

HIGH SERIES (SCR-
ATCH): Cherry Hammons 
517, Dee Anna McDon-
ald 511, Penny Sites 492. 
(HANDICAP): Cherry 
Hammons and Mernie 

Kimble 613, Paula Berg-
doll 601.

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION  
TO CREDITORS, DISTRIBUTEES AND LEGATEES
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have 

been opened for probate in the Grant County Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 5 Highland Avenue Petersburg, WV 26847-1705. Any 
person seeking to impeach or establish a will must make a 
complaint in accordance with the provisions of West Virgin-
ia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any interested person object-
ing to the qualifi cations of the personal representative or the 
venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall fi le written notice of 
an objection with the County Commission through the Grant 
County Clerk’s Offi ce at the address listed above within 60 
days after the date of the fi rst publication or within 30 days 
of the service of the notice, whichever is later. If an objec-
tion is not fi led timely, the objection is forever barred. Any 
person interested in fi ling claims against an estate must fi le 
them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 or 44-3A.

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named 
decedent(s) will proceed without reference to a fi duciary 
commissioner unless within 60 days from the fi rst publica-
tion of this notice a reference is requested by a party of 
interest or an unpaid creditor fi les a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fi duciary commissioner.

First Publication Date: Tuesday, February 27, 2024
Claim Deadline Date: Saturday, April 27, 2024

ESTATE NAME:  FRANCES DARLENE SECRIST
EXECUTRIX: BRENDA FREY
 75 BERRY PATCH DRIVE
 MOOREFIELD, WV 26836-8359

ESTATE NAME:  SUSAN ANNE MONGOLD
ADMINISTRATOR: STEVEN A. MONGOLD JR.
 107 PIERPONT ST.
 PETERSBURG, WV 26847-1635

Subscribed and sworn before me on the
23rd day of February, 2024 

Lora A. Bennett, 
Clerk of the Grant County Commission

2/27-3/5 _______________________________________

ADVERTISEMENT AND 
EXPRESSION OF
INTEREST FOR

ARCHITECTURAL /
ENGINEERING SER-

VICES
A D V E RT I S E M E N T 

AND EXPRESSION OF IN-
TEREST FOR ARCHITEC-
TURAL AND ENGINEER-
ING SERVICES Pursuant 
to W.Va. Code 5G-l-3, the 
Grant County Board of Ed-
ucation is seeking Expres-
sions of Interest from quali-
fi ed design professionals to 
provide Architectural and 
Engineering Services to in-
clude design and construc-
tion phase administration 
for construction additions, 
HVAC partial replacement, 
and roof replacement to 
Petersburg Elementary 
School. 

Qualifi ed fi rms are in-
vited to contact: Mr. Brent 
Nelson, Director of Facili-
ties enelson@k12.wv.us or 
304.257.1011 at the Grant 
County Board of Education 
Offi ce to obtain a copy of 
the Statement of Qualifi -
cations and submission 
requirements. 

Statement of Qualifi ca-
tions must be received no 
later than 4:00 p.m. local 
prevailing time on March 
13, 2024, at the Administra-
tive Offi ce of Grant County 
Schools, 204 Jefferson 

Ave., Petersburg, West Vir-
ginia 26847.
2/27-3/5 ____________

INVITATION FOR BIDS
The Grant County 

Commission will accept 
bids for the construction of 
the Downtown Pavilion to 
be constructed on County 
Property adjacent to the 
Magistrates Offi ce on Vir-
ginia Avenue in Petersburg, 
WV. Interested contractors 
shall request electronic Bid 
Packages from the County 
Administrator by emailing 
requests to administrator@
grantcountywv.org with a 
subject line of “Downtown 
Pavilion.” Bid Packages 
will be sent to prospective 
bidders up to the close 
of business (4:30 pm) on 
March 12, 2024. The elec-
tronic Bid Package includes 
a pdf fi le of the plans, 
instructions, and the Bid 
Submission form. Complet-
ed Bid Submission forms 
shall be hand delivered to 
the County Administrator 
by 4:30 pm on Tuesday, 
March 19, 2024, at the 
Grant County Court House 
located at 5 Highland Drive, 
Petersburg, WV. Mailed 
Bid Submissions will not 
be considered. The County 
Commission reserves the 
right to reject all bids.
2/27-3/5_______________
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MES archery team qualifi es for state tournament

The Maysville Tigers archery team will be going to the state archery tournament in Charleston.

Middle school archers to compete at state tournament

Ava Ours Noah Rumfelt Shayla Rohrbaugh



The Lee University 
Symphonic Band from 
Cleveland, Tenn., will be 
appearing at Petersburg 
Church of God Monday, 
March 11, at 6 p.m. The 
doors open at 5:15 p.m.

This group is the pre-
mier ministry touring in-
strumental performance 
ensemble at the university. 

The group has per-
formed at leading church-
es across America, minis-
tering in venues large and 
small, both in the United 
States and the 18 foreign 
countries where they have 
conducted mission trips on 
fi ve continents.  

They has also per-
formed at national semi-
nars and conferences, nu-
merous concert festivals, 
appearances on television 
and radio and important 
university events.

The Lee Symphonic 
Band has developed a rep-
utation as an outstanding 
performance ensemble that 
combines superior musi-
cianship with a true sensi-
tivity to the use of music 
as a vehicle to minister the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.  

The 2024 Lee Uni-
versity Symphonic Band 
is made up of musicians 
representing 16 different 

majors at Lee University.  
Several of these students 
are former all-state and/or 
all-regional band partici-
pants in Tennessee, Ohio, 
Florida, Alabama, North 
Carolina, Georgia and Tex-
as.  There are currently 53 
musicians in the group.  

R. Mark Bailey, con-
ductor of the Lee Univer-
sity Symphonic Band is a 

professor of music at Lee 
University and holds the 
Doctorate in Music Educa-
tion from the College Con-
servatory of Music at the 
University of Cincinnati. 

The Petersburg Church 
of God is located at 13 
Myrtle Avenue. For more 
information call 304-257-
4722. A freewill offering 
will be received.

Lee University symphonic band concert set 
for March 11 at Petersburg Church of God

 A collection of weird 
and unusual characters will 
cross the stage, the next 
two weekends, as West Vir-
ginia Theater East presents 
“Seussical, The Musical.”

Author Dr. Seuss’ char-
acters, including Hor-
ton the Elephant and the 
Grinch, collide and cavort 
in the unforgettable musi-
cal caper, March 8-10 and 
March 15-17, at the Landes 
Arts Center, Petersburg.

Ravenna Redman di-
rects the offering, with 
musical and choreography 
production team help from 
Aimee Cardot, Karnsey 
Kimble, Greg Foley and 
Kelly Crites-Roth. Tickets 
are available at the door.

“Seussical” follows the 
adventures of Horton, who 
must protect his friends in 
the invisible world of the 
Whos, from the naysayers 
of the Jungle of Nool. He is 
also entrusted with the task 
of guarding the abandoned 
egg of Amazing Mayzie. 

Horton faces ridicule, 
danger, kidnapping and a 

trial. The powers of friend-
ship, loyalty, family and 
community are challenged 
and emerge triumphant in 
the tale, which should ap-
peal to kids of all ages.

The cast is a large one, 
with performers coming 
from throughout the South 
Branch Valley.

Many of Dr. Seuss’s 
familiar characters are 
brought to life in Seussi-
cal including The Cat in 

the Hat (Kimble), Horton 
(David Imboden), Gertrude 
McFuzz (Sarah Imboden), 
Amazing Mayzie (Crites-
Roth), Mr. Mayor (Steve 
Smith), Mrs. Mayor (Car-
dot), Sour Kangaroo (Katie 
Richardson), the Wicker-
shams (Donovan Kimble, 
Benjamin Kimble, Tara 
Kimble and Sam Yeager) 
and the Bird Girls (Sidney 
Lahman, Seneca Kimble, 
Madison Elliott, Erin Blay-

lock, Muryussa George and 
Melody Baker)

Appearing as Thing 1 is 
Cassidy Bosley Whetzel, 
Thing 2 is played by Vivian 
Pownell, JoJo is performed 
by Caroline Anderson, Fo-
ley is Yertle the Turtle and 
Cindy Lou Who is Azalea 
Campbell.

Show times are 7 p.m. 
on March 8, 9, 15 and 16, 
plus 2 p.m. on March 10 
and 17.

WVTE to present six performances of 
“Seussical, The Musical”
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Jeff Fraley, director of 
nursing education, Warren 
Kessel and Ken Bransky, 
representatives from 40 & 
8 Hardy County Voiture 
1623, presented four $500 
checks on Feb. 27, from 
their nursing scholarship 
to Eastern West Virginia 
Community and Technical 
College nursing students. 

Student recipients were 
Michelle Adkins of Pend-
leton County, Jodee Crites 
of Grant County, Crystal 
Goodwater of Hampshire 
County, and Whitney Si-
mon of Hardy County. 

“I am honored and ex-
tremely thankful to have 
been awarded the 40 & 8 
scholarship,” said Crites, 
“As a single mom of two 

little girls, this money will 
not only help me but also 
benefi t my daughters while 
I work towards my nursing 
degree.  I hope that they see 
that through hard work and 
dedication, they too will be 
able to make their dreams 
come true.”

“I have been honored to 
be one of the recipients of 
the 40 & 8 scholarship re-
cipients the last four semes-
ters. By awarding me this 
scholarship it has helped 
lessen the fi nancial burden 
of me working alongside 
going to school and raising 
two children,” said Adkins.

Scholarship support is 
very important for students 
to make pursuing their ed-
ucation even more afford-

able, as well as make it 
easier for those who work 
while enrolled. 

“Being able to receive 
this scholarship for each 
of my four semesters of 
this program has been an 
extreme help to my family 
and me,” said Simon.  

“This has been help-
ing nursing students since 
World War I. That’s where 
the need was established. 
The soldiers were coming 
back and there were not 
enough nurses,” said Fra-
ley. “That’s when the 40 & 
8 stepped up and said, ‘You 
know what, we can help 
with this.’ It’s a big-time 
national program, I mean, 
it’s not just our local 40 & 
8, it’s 40 & 8 around the 

nation.” 
The 40 & 8 was founded 

in 1920 by American veter-
ans returning from France 
after World War I. In 1955, 
they began their support for 
nursing education. Voiture 
1623 of the 40 & 8, based 
in Moorefi eld, has been a 
longtime advocate and sup-
porter of Eastern’s nursing 
students with this scholar-
ship.

“The 40 & 8 was a huge 
part of this journey. When 
selected as a recipient of 
the scholarship I was over-
joyed,” said Goodwater. “I 
cannot thank the 40 & 8 
enough for believing in me 
and selecting me as a recip-
ient.” 

40 & 8 Hardy County Voiture 1623 grants 
scholarships to Eastern WVCTC nursing students

Crystal Goodwater, nursing student; Whitney Simon, nursing student; Warren Kessel, representative of 40 & 8; 
Jeff Fraley, director of nursing education for 40 & 8 Voiture 1623; Ken Bransky, representative of 40 & 8; Jodee 
Crites, nursing student; Michelle Adkins, nursing student; and Micaela Kidwell, nursing faculty.

Betty Kesner is GRCC Resident of the Week

By Ravenna Redman
Director of Social Services 

The employees of Grant 
Rehabilitation and Care 
Center have chosen Betty 
Kesner as their GRCC Res-
ident of the Week.  

Betty has been a resident 
of our facility since Decem-
ber 19, 2023. She was born 
on May 20, 1940, in Bran-
dywine, W.Va., to Rumsey 
Raymond and Mary Ellen 
(Keplinger) Borror.  She is 
the second eldest of eight 
children.  

Siblings who have 
passed on are the follow-
ing, Juanita Mullenax, Ju-
nior Wayne Borror, Wanda 
Kesner, Alma Williams, 
and Rick Stonestreet.  The 
remaining siblings are War-
ren Paul Borror and Sandra 
Riggleman.

Rumsey Borror was a 
World War II veteran, serv-
ing with the 324th Infantry 
Regiment, Company C.  Af-
ter returning from war, Bet-
ty classifi ed her father as “a 
jack of all trades and mas-
ter of none.”  She described 
him as “always busy.”  He 
was also a farmer.

Mary Ellen Borror was a 
stay-at-home mother, cook-
ing, cleaning, and raising 
the children.

Betty has fond mem-
ories of playing with her 
siblings. She remembers 
playing Ring Around the 
Rosy, and Jack in the Bean-
stalk.  She was quick to say 
that they played hard, but 
they also worked hard on 
the farm, cutting wood, or 
anything that their parents 
told them to do.  

“There was no back talk.  
We hit it (referring to what 
her parents told them) and 
got it done.” When asked 
how to describe herself 
as a child, Betty stated, “I 
was a tomboy through and 
through.”

Betty reported that 
she enjoyed elementary 

school.  Her favorite things 
at school were recess and 
playing games.

Unfortunately, when 
Betty was 13, her father 
passed away; he was 39 
years old. Around this 
time, the family moved to 
Petersburg. Her mother re-
married to Charles Edward 
Stonestreet.  Betty attended 
Petersburg High School, 
but she did not graduate.  
She would later obtain her 
GED.

In 1957, at age 17, Betty 
married Raymond Harold. 
The marriage did not last 
very long, and they di-
vorced.

Later, Betty was work-
ing as a waitress, and she 
met Emmitt Doyal Kesner, 
a widower. Telling her chil-
dren, later, she noted, “He 
must have liked my food.”  
They married. Betty be-
came a stepmother to two 
stepdaughters, Betty Miller, 
and Joy Wentworth. They 
also had three children of 
their own, Karen Ours, Lisa 
Vance, and Timmy Kesner.

Lisa reports, “She is a 
good mama. She taught us 
well.” Emmitt worked on 
pipelines.  As a family, they 
enjoyed camping.  

In June 2011, Emmitt 
passed away after 51 years 
of marriage. Betty grieved.  
Besides the children, they 
had seven grandchildren, 
and several great-grand-
children, and great-great 
grandchildren. 

Throughout Betty’s life 
she worked.  Besides wait-
ressing, Betty would also 
babysit and worked at the 
sewing factory in Peters-
burg.  She also became an 
EMT for the Grant County 
Ambulance Squad.  She re-
tired from the lab at Grant 
Memorial Hospital.

She was ready to retire, 

so that she could devote her 
time to other things. One 
thing that Betty loved to do 
was travel. She would often 
have her suitcase packed 
ready to go. She loves go-
ing to the beach and has 
been to Florida.  One of her 
most memorable trips was 
to Rome, Italy.

Another passion for 
Betty is bowling. She was 
a member of the Golden 
Lanes Bowling League.  “I 
love bowling.  I bowled ev-
ery Monday.”  She is advo-
cating for GRCC to devel-
op some type of bowling 
activity for the facility. “I 
would love to participate in 
something like that.”

Betty is also a member 
of the Landes Ruritan Club 
and helped with meals.  She 
assisted with health fairs, 
which included bloodwork.  

Another activity Bet-
ty likes is watching game 
shows.  She enjoys watch-
ing Price is Right and 
Wheel of Fortune, but 
Steve Harvey on Family 
Feud is her favorite.

She also loves country 
music. When asked who 
her favorite country sing-
er is, Betty instantly re-
plies, “Charlie Pride, Kiss 
an Angel Good Morning.” 
She saw him several times 
when he performed at 
Wheeling, W.Va.

Betty is a card shark   
and appreciates a good 
hand of Setback and Rook.

Betty is a member of St. 
John’s United Methodist 
Church and attended reg-
ularly when she was able.  
She was a member of their 
choir. “I was a soprano.  
My sister Juanita was an 
alto. We sang some beauti-
ful harmony.”

When asked what her 
most signifi cant achieve-
ment in her life was, Betty 

replied, “My family. I am 
proud of them.  We worked 
hard for what we have. It 
ain’t much but it’s ours.”

Unfortunately, Betty’s 
health declined, and be-
came part of our GRCC 
family.  At the facility, she 
enjoys getting her weekly 
manicure, bingo, worship 
services, singing and spe-
cial events.  

Congratulations Betty 
on being our GRCC Resi-
dent of the Week!



CITY OF PETERSBURG 
WATER SYSTEM
 IMPROVEMENTS 

PROJECT
City of Petersburg in-

tends to seek fi nancial as-
sistance from USDA, Rural 
Utilities Service (RHS) 
Water and Environmental 
Program for the City Of 
Petersburg Water System 
Improvements Project. The 
proposed action consists of 
construction of a backup 
raw water intake adjacent 
to the city’s current intake. 
This infi ltration trench 
will be constructed in the 
deep channel of the South 
Branch of the Potomac and 
will address issues with de-
mand as well as a lack of 
redundancy in the system. 
Construction of a steel 
shell building around the 
existing two clarifi ers locat-
ed at the water treatment 
plant. This building will 
provide weather protection 
to the clarifi ers. Included 
in this component will be 
foundational repairs to the 
existing clarifi ers as well as 
the necessary ventilation, 
heating and cooling, hoist, 
and entrance ways to make 
the building habitable in all 
four seasons. Construction 
of four (4) master meters 
to be located at key points 
across the City’s system. 
These master meters will 
be located adjacent to 
existing water line infra-
structure. Construction of 
an additional raw water 
storage tank and two (2) 30 
HP pumps adjacent to the 
existing water treatment 
plant. A Lead and Copper 

Rule Improvements (LCRI) 
inventory. This is needed in 
order to stay in compliance 
with the EPA’s Lead and 
Copper Rule Revisions and 
involves testing both pri-
vate and public sides of wa-
ter meters. This inventory 
is purely informational and 
does not include any reha-
bilitation, construction, up-
grading, or demolition. This 
project is located in Grant 
County, West Virginia. RUS 
has assessed the envi-
ronmental impacts of this 
proposal and determined 
that the location of the Wa-
ter System Improvements 
Project will convert or ef-
fect a fl oodplain or critical 
action fl oodplain. In accor-
dance with Executive Order 
11988, Floodplain Manage-
ment, the Agency is notify-
ing the interested public of 
this land conversion. It has 
been determined that there 
is no practicable alternative 
to avoiding this conversion 
or effect and that there is 
a signifi cant need for the 
proposal. The basis of this 
determination is no feasible 
alternatives for this project 
exist. No public comments 
were received during the 
Preliminary Public Notice 
to Potential Impacts to 
Floodplains. 

For information re-
garding this notice, contact 
Meagan A. Jacobsen, US-
DA-RD, State Environmen-
tal Coordinator at meagan.
jacobsen@usda.gov or 
304-284-4870.
3/5-3/12 _____________
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

AND BENEFICIARIES
(CODE CHAP. 44, ART. 2, 

SEC. 2)
TO THE CREDITORS 
AND BENEFICIARIES 
OF THE ESTATE OF 

DORA DAPHINE ALLEN
DECEASED

All persons having 
claims against the Estate of 
DORA DAPHINE ALLEN, 
deceased, whether due or 
not, are notifi ed to exhibit 
same with the vouchers 
thereof, legally verifi ed, to 
the undersigned, at 304 
Virginia Ave., Petersburg, 
West Virginia, on or before 
the 27th day of April, 2024, 
otherwise they may by law 
be excluded from all benefi t 
of said Estate. 

All benefi ciaries of said 
Estate are notifi ed to be 
present on said day to pro-
tect their interests.

Given under my hand 
this the 27th day of Febru-
ary, 2024.

DUKE A. McDANIEL

FIDUCIARY
COMMISSIONER
GRANT COUNTY,
WEST VIRGINIA

2/27-3/5 ____________
ACCEPTING BIDS
The Grant County 

Commission will be accept-
ing bids for a project to re-
move all old voice and data 
network cabling and install 
and properly route new TTh 
voice and data cabling with 

appropriate hangers, cable 
trays, patch panels, appro-
priate patch cables, nec-
essary labeling, network 
rack clean up at the Grant 
County Courthouse located 
at 5 Highland Avenue, Pe-
tersburg. Sealed bids are 
due by Tuesday, March 19 
at 4:30 p.m. The sealed en-
velope should be marked 
“Grant County Courthouse 
Cabling Project” along 

with the name of the fi rm 
submitting the bid and de-
livered to the Grant County 
Administrator’s Offi ce. The 
Grant County Commission 
reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids. If you 
have any questions, you 
may contact Michelle Sites, 
Grant County Administra-
tor, at 304-257-4422.
3/5-3/12____________

WANTED:
Wanted to buy: Pool table 
with 3 piece slate playing 
area. In good condition. 
Call  with information. 
304-749-7355, after 6 p.m. 
Leave your phone number 
if no answer. I do not have 
caller ID. 
3/5-3/12f ____________

RENTALS:
Mobile home lots for rent at 
Cedar Manor Trailer Court 
in Petersburg, WV. Inqui-
ries call 304-668-0730.
5/25tfn ______________
House for rent: 3 br., 2 ba., 
in Lahmansville, WV. Call 
847-421-0474.
2/27-3/5p ____________

HOMES:
EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY
All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or an in-
tention, to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” This news-
paper will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation 
of the law. Dwellings adver-
tised here are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 
To complain of discrimina-
tion, call HUD toll-free in 
West Virginia at 304-347-

5216 or call toll free for the 
hearing impaired at TDD 
1-800-927-9275.
tfn__________________

CHILD CARE:
Teddy Bear Daycare, Pe-
tersburg, has openings for 
children age 6 wks - 12 yrs 
of age. 304-257-5575.
11/18tfn _____________

SERVICES:
A&S Enterprises specializ-
es in all of your wastewa-
ter needs in Grant, Hardy 
and Pendleton counties. 
Offering septic tank pump-
ing, grease trap pumping, 
portable toilet rentals, A/C 
restroom trailers, Class S 
wastewater operators ser-
vicing lift stations, lagoons, 
WWTP and recirculating 
sand fi lters. In business for 
over 25 years. WV licensed 
and insured. We accept 
check and debit/credit 
cards, 304-257-9505.
11/19tfn _____________
5” and 6” Seamless gutter  
and leaf guard installation. 
Call Vernon Harman Con-
struction, 304-257-2509, 
credit cards accepted.
9/12tfn ______________
Bryan’s Lawn and Main-
Septic Tanks pumped 
and portable toilet rentals 
-  M&M Septic Service. Call 
304-851-2037.
8/13tfn ______________
NEED HELP WITH YOUR 
SPRING CLEANING? 20+ 
years experience, houses, 
businesses, churches, rent-

als, etc. Weekly, bi-weekly, 
seasonal and deep clean-
ing. Call 304-257-8166.
8/22ftn ______________
Flooring: C&P Carpets 
Plus. 108 South Fork Rd., 
Moorefi eld. 304-538-6462. 
All of your fl ooring needs 
and in-stock items. New 
hours due to COVID-19. 
Mon. - Fri. - 9 a.m. - 4:30 
p.m., Sat. - by appointment 
ONLY, Sun. - closed.
3/1tfn _______________
Painting: houses, roofs, 
barns and roofs, poultry 
house roofs, outbuildings, 
churches, fences, busi-
nesses, stain log homes, 
pressure washing, interiors, 
34 years experience. 304-
358-7208, Ronnie Kimble, 
WV licensed and insured. 
2/6-11/5p ____________
MISCELLANEOUS:
FREE HIGH SPEED IN-
TERNET for those that 
qualify. Government pro-
gram for recipients of select 
programs incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefi ts, Lifeline, 
Tribal. 15 GB INTERNET 
service. Bonus offer: An-
droid tablet FREE with 
one-time $20 copay. Free 
shipping & handling. Call 
Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-833-317-1335
3/5p _________________
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING!  Be-
come a Medical Offi ce 
Professional online at CTI!  

Get Trained, Certifi ed & 
ready to work in months!  
Call 877-635-0244. The 
Mission, Program Informa-
tion and Tuition is located at 
Career-Technical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 
8am-6pm ET)
3/5p _________________
CONNECT TO THE BEST 
WIRELESS HOME INTER-
NET WITH EARTHLINK. 
En-joy speeds from 5G and 
4G LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation, and 
data plans up to 300 GB. 
Call 844-230-3640
3/5p _________________
PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATOR May 
Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 833-
274-3943
3/5p _________________
IS 2024 YOUR YEAR? 
We’re here for it and here 
for you. Reach your goals 
this year with Weight-
Watchers. Get started with 
THREE months FREE, visit 
www.weightwatchersoffer.
com/46
3/5p _________________
SWITCH TO DISH and get 
up to a $300 gift card! Plus 
get the Multisport pack in-
cluded for a limited time!  
Hurry, call for details: 1-855-
736-4350
3/5p _________________

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live 
TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO 
Max and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 mos (w/
CHOICE Package or high-
er.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS 1-855-
656-0296
3/5p _________________
UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds & 
Shades.  FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Pro-
fessional installation.  Top 
quality - Made in the USA.  
Call for free consultation:  
877-802-8381.  Ask about 
our specials!
3/5p _________________
HUGHESNET SATELLITE 
INTERNET - 25mbps start-
ing at $49.99/mo! Get More 
Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. 
WiFi built in!  FREE Stan-
dard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, 
Call 1-877-567-2866
3/5p _________________
ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! Le-
afFilter, the most advanced 
debris blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 

Plus 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-844-295-
2840
3/5p _________________
DONATE YOUR CAR, 
truck, boat, RV and more 
to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and receive 
a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 
1-888-964-4167 today!
3/5p _________________
DONT LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 
Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles 
on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide to-
day!  1-844-592-5113
3/5p _________________
BECOME A PUBLISHED 
AUTHOR. We want to 
Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing Trusted by Au-
thors Since 1920. Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Author`s Guide 
1-833-675-6435 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/WV
3/5p _________________
HANDS ON THE RIVER 
MASSAGE, Geraldine 
Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylvania Ave., Charleston, 
WV. Call (304) 541-9139 for 
an appointment.  
3/5p _________________

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months! 
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  
Call: 844-601-2044
3/5p _________________
PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES TODAY with a 
GENERAC home standby 
generator $0 Money Down 
+ Low Monthly Payment 
Options Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-844-
901-2301 
3/5p _________________
UP TO $15,000.00 OF 
GUARANTEED LIFE IN-
SURANCE! No medical 
exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral 
and other fi nal expenses. 
Call Physicians Life In-
surance Company- 888-
217-5559 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/wv
3/5p _________________
SAFE STEP. NORTH 
AMERICAS #1 WALK-IN 
TUB. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 

Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-844-803-
1282
3/5p _________________ 
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.den-
tal50plus.com/press #6258
3/5p _________________

EMPLOYMENT:
CDL driver wanted.  
Tri-County Tool Rentals is 
looking for a CDL driver to 
pick up and deliver equip-
ment.  Pay is $20 hour, plus 
health insurance, 401K re-
tirement plan, and vacation 
pay.  Come join our team for 
a challenging and fun work 
experience.  Call 538-7895 
to apply.
3/5-3/26 ______________

BUSINESS:
For sale: Interest in a local 
well established business. 
Serious inquiries only! Call 
304-257-8166. 
1/9tfn _______________
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LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION  
TO CREDITORS, DISTRIBUTEES AND LEGATEES
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have 

been opened for probate in the Grant County Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 5 Highland Avenue Petersburg, WV 26847-1705. Any 
person seeking to impeach or establish a will must make a 
complaint in accordance with the provisions of West Virgin-
ia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any interested person object-
ing to the qualifi cations of the personal representative or the 
venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall fi le written notice of 
an objection with the County Commission through the Grant 
County Clerk’s Offi ce at the address listed above within 60 
days after the date of the fi rst publication or within 30 days 
of the service of the notice, whichever is later. If an objec-
tion is not fi led timely, the objection is forever barred. Any 
person interested in fi ling claims against an estate must fi le 
them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 or 44-3A.

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named 
decedent(s) will proceed without reference to a fi duciary 
commissioner unless within 60 days from the fi rst publica-
tion of this notice a reference is requested by a party of 
interest or an unpaid creditor fi les a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fi duciary commissioner.

First Publication Date: Tuesday, March 5, 2024
Claim Deadline Date: Saturday, May 4, 2024

ESTATE NAME:  TERRY A. LIVELY
ADMINISTRATOR: DONNIE R. LIVELY JR.
 220 STAUNTON AVE.
 SOUTH CHARLESTON, WV 
 25303-2523

ESTATE NAME:  MAY BELLE KIMBLE
EXECUTOR: JOE M LONG
 92 ROCKY ACRE LANE
 MAYSVILLE WV 26833-7598

Subscribed and sworn before me on the
29th day of February, 2024 

Lora A. Bennett, 
Clerk of the Grant County Commission

3/5-3/12 _______________________________________



 CONGRATULATIONS
 VIKINGS!

 3rd Base Bar and Grille
 A.L.L. Construction

 Alexander Business Consulting 
 Service A.C.

 All Ours Towing
 Basagic Funeral Home

 Berg Insurance
 Builder’s Center 

 CarQuest Auto Parts
 Central Tie & Lumber Co.

 Cline’s Furniture
 Commissioner Scotty Miley
 Cookman Insurance Group

 Country Cars & Trucks
 Country Charm Photography

 Dairy Queen
 Dettinburn Transport

 Fort Hill Motel
 Freedom Ag & Energy 

 Petersburg Co-Op
 Geary & Geary LC
 Geary Associates

 Glotfelty Tire
 Grant County Mulch

 Grant Memorial Hospital
 Hartman’s Gas and Go

 Hawse Health - Grove Street Clinic
 Hott Disposal Service

 Hott Insurance 
 John L. Hahn, MD

 John Paul Hott, Delegate
 Jones Insurance

 Judy’s Drug Store
 Mid Atlantic Group
 Mike’s Auto Sales

 N2Fitness
 Pendleton Community Bank

 Petersburg Blocks Inc.
 Petersburg Electronics

 Petersburg Sheetz
 Petersburg Shop N Save
 Potomac Highlands Guild

 Potomac Valley Transit Authority
 Schaeffer Funeral Home

 State Farm - Devon Rogers  
 Summit Community Bank

 Tri-County Collision
 V&W Electric

 Weimer’s Automotive Group
 Yokum’s Paint and Body
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 The Petersburg High School archery team is one of only eight that qualified as 
 a team for the state high school division. They will compete March 30th

 The Petersburg High School Lady Vikings (No. 7) Regional Champs 
 are state bound. They will play March 7 against Williamstown (No. 2). 



DEAR PAWS: I walk 
my neighbors’ dogs every 
day after school. It takes 
time because I have to walk 
one dog at a time, then go 
to the next house, and then 
the third one. I’d like to 
make this job a little more 
effi cient by walking all 
three dogs at the same time. 
What’s the best way to do 
this?                   -- Colin R. 

Smyrna, Georgia
DEAR COLIN: I can 

see your dilemma! Walking 
three dogs separately takes 
at least one hour, probably 

two, when you add in the 
time spent accessing each 
home, leashing up the dogs 
and unleashing.

It is possible to walk 
all three dogs at once, but 
you have to do two im-
portant things fi rst: One, 
get permission from each 
neighbor to walk the dogs 
together, and two, make 
sure the dogs will get along 
before you commit. 

You may be able to only 
walk two of them togeth-
er and the third one alone. 
And if the neighbors don’t 
agree, then you’re stuck 

walking all three separate-
ly.

If you do get permission 
to walk them together, do it 
on a trial basis. Here are a 
few tips from professional 
dog walkers:

— Don’t use retractable 
leashes when walking mul-
tiple dogs. You need full 
control at all times.

—Leashes can easily get 
tangled; hold two in one 
hand and one in the other, 
or buy a 3-way leash cou-
pler to minimize tangles.

— If one or more dogs 
gets aggressive or bullying, 

walk them separately to 
prevent the problem from 
getting worse.

— Avoid walking them 
in areas where a lot of oth-
er dogs are present. If all 
three bolt toward another 
dog, you may not be able to 
hang on to them. 

Send your tips, com-
ments or questions to ask@
pawscorner.com.

(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

March 5, 2024   GRANT COUNTY PRESS, Petersburg, W.Va.   Page 7B

FUN &
PUZZLES

ALYSSUM
ASTER
AZALEA

BEGONIA
CARNATION
DAFFODIL

DAHLIA
DAISY

DANDELION
FLOWER

IRIS
LEAVES

LILY
MARIGOLD

ORCHID
PEONY
PETALS

POLLINATE
ROSE

SNAPDRAGON
STEM
TULIP
ZINNIA

PUZZLE ANSWERS 
FOUND ON PAGE 2A

Leveling Up: 
Walking With 
Multiple Dogs

Why don’t pirates take a 
bath before they walk 

the plank? 
They just wash up 

on shore.
Z Z Z Z Z 

I had a happy childhood. 
My dad used to put me 

in tires and roll me 
down hills. 

Those were Goodyears.

DAD JOKES
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Leaplings, babies born 
on Feb. 29, otherwise 
known as Leap Day, hold 

a special place in the hearts 
of Grant Memorial Hospi-
tal staff with a birthday that 

only comes around once 
every four years. 

Only one in 1,461 peo-
ple are born on Leap Day 
and it is said to be a lucky 
omen. This unique day 
adds a special charm to 
their birthdays and makes 
them stand out among oth-
ers.

GMH Mother Infant 
Care Center not only had 
one but two babies born on 
Leap Day. 

Congratulations goes to 

Tiffani Turner and Dustin 
VanMeter on the birth of 
their daughter, Peyton and 
also to Destiny Lambert 
and Cole Saunders on the 
birth of their son, Colton.

Petals Florist in Peters-
burg provided the fl ower 
arrangements.

GMH welcomes two ‘Leaplings’ on Feb. 29th

Ashley Sherman, RN, Kelsey Leatherman, RN and 
parents Tiffani and Dustin with baby Peyton

Parents, Destiny and Cole with baby Colton, Ann 
Drennan, RN, Linda Turner, PCT, Tammy Rowe, RN.

Nicholas Fleming of Pe-
tersburg, has been named 
to the Wingate University 
fall 2023 dean’s list.

The dean’s list includes 
undergraduate students 

who have earned a term 
GPA of at least a 3.30 but 
no more than a 3.799 on at 
least 12 quality-point ac-
ademic hours and have no 
grade below a C-.

Fleming named to 
Wingate dean’s list

Summit Financial Gr-
oup Inc. announces its 
board of directors recent-
ly declared a fi rst quarter 
2024 dividend of $0.22 per 
share payable on March 
29, to common sharehold-
ers of record as of the close 

of business on March 15.
Summit Financial Gr-

oup, Inc. is the $4.6 billion 
fi nancial holding company 
for Summit Community 
Bank, Inc. It is headquar-
tered in Moorefi eld and is 
found at SummitFGI.com.

Summit announces Q1 
common dividend
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