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Judging from the recent debates, do you think 
any of the Democratic presidential contenders 

will be able to unseat President Trump 
in the 2020 election?
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A federal grand jury in Elkins indicted 
four Petersburg residents and one Moore-
fi eld resident on June 18 for distributing 
fentanyl, heroin, and methamphetamine.

The charges claim the group distributed 
the drugs throughout the region, includ-
ing Jefferson, Berkeley, Grant and Hardy 
counties. 

Melanie Lyn Outen, 47, of Petersburg, 
was indicted on one count of conspiracy 
to possess with the intent to distribute fen-
tanyl, and one count of aiding and abetting 
possession with intent to distribute fentan-
yl.

Outen is accused of distributing more 
than 40 grams of fentanyl and a detectable 
amount of methamphetamine in Jefferson 
County in April.

Ted Alexander Voss, 29, of Petersburg, 
was indicted on one count of conspiracy to 

The ongoing improvements and main-
tenance to the local levee system was one 
of the major topics discussed during last 
week’s meeting of the Grant County Com-
mission. 

The commission is tasked with the op-
eration and maintenance of the Petersburg 
Flood Protection System, more commonly 
referred to as the “fl ood levees.”

Mark Geary of Geary Associates in 
Petersburg presented multiple updates on 
the efforts, including information on work 
being performed by Scott Excavating to 
remove sediment and rock from the river 
near the Petersburg Town Park.  

Geary said that he has received ques-
tions on the work and wanted to ensure the 
community knew what was being done in 
the area.

These recent efforts include the remov-
al of sediment and river rock in the South 
Branch of the Potomac River and imme-
diately upstream of the Petersburg bridge. 
Grant County began the continual process 
of conducting maintenance work on the 
levee system shortly after the construc-
tion was completed and, due to excessive 
amount of rain seen last year, it has become 
necessary to remove sediments and river 
rock accumulated near the bridge. 

“The sediments need removed in order 
to maintain the required water depth nec-
essary for the levees to contain a 100-year 
Flood,” Geary explained. “The sediment 
removal near the bridge will help pro-
vide better fl ow conditions so major fl ood 
events can safely pass under the bridge.”

He clarifi ed that the county will period-
ically conduct sediment and rock removal 
operations to help maintain an unrestricted 
fl ow path under the bridge to accommodate 
high water and fl ood events.

“The U.S. Army Corp of Engineers 
and FEMA mandate that Grant County 
complete certain required maintenance ac-
tivities to assure the safe and reliable per-
formance of the levee system,” Geary ex-
plained. “Over the years, the USACE has 
approved permits for the county to conduct 
such activities and work in the river chan-
nel and fl ood plain to allow removal of the 
sediments. The community is fortunate 
that we are able to partner with Scott Exca-
vating, to load and haul the sediments out 
of the fl ood plain, at no cost to the county. 
Best Management Practices for sediment 
removal are planned, so there is negligible 
environmental impact.” 

Geary explained that a large berm of 
river rock has been piled up (known as a 
coffer dam) on the north side of the riv-
er (the side towards the Petersburg Town 
Park). This berm provides a clean fl ow 
channel to route the river around the work 
area. Sediments can then be safely loaded 
and hauled from the work area south of the 
large berm, and then the berm itself will be 
removed.” 

He also updated the commission on the 
levee recertifi cation efforts. Last year the 
county submitted their recertifi cation re-
port and, after a year of review, it was re-
turned with update and correction requests. 
Geary said their requests were being han-
dled and included updates to the county’s 
fl ood maps.

The requirement of levee recertifi cation 
was introduced by the federal government 
following Hurricane Katrina and approxi-
mately 60 percent of the 1,500 levee sys-

Local Belle represents Grant County 
and continues family tradition

Tomasenia Ours represented 
Grant County as this year’s Belle 
at the 70th West Virginia Folk Fes-
tival last month in Glenville. 

Each county is represented by 
one West Virginian over the age 
of 70 who characterizes mountain 
heritage and stands out in her com-
munity. 

Grant County has participated 
in the festival since 1976, with 
Ours being the 55th Belle to rep-
resent the area.

Ours comes from a long line 
of county Belles, with her moth-
er, Nida Brotherton, representing 
Grant County in 1980 and her two 
aunts, Valerica Brotherton-Pow-
ers and Regina Brotherton-Skeens 
representing Jackson County in 
the past.

Ours was elected and spon-
sored by the Grant County Com-
munity Education Outreach Ser-
vices (CEOS). 

A longtime Grant County resi-
dent, Ours attended her fi rst three 
and a half years of school at the 
one-room school house in Jordan 
Run before the opening of Mays-
ville Consolidated Elementary 
School. She is a 1959 graduate of 
Petersburg High School. 

Now retired, she and her hus-
band of 59 years, Hollis Ours, 
raise Angus beef cattle on their 
farm in Jordan Run with their cat, 
Miss Kitty.

She is a member of the Jordan 
Run Baptist Church and has been a 
member of CEOS for 44 years and 
enjoys traveling throughout the 

United States.

Gary Wayne Shanholtz, 46, was 
charged with possessing methamphet-
amine and Oxycodone, a schedule II con-
trolled substance.

The charges stem from an incident on 
June 20, when Grant County Sheriff B.W. 
Ours and West Virginia State Trooper 
Rohrbaugh traveled to a residence in Oak 
Haven Farms subdivision to execute a fed-
eral arrest warrant on a resident of the area. 

When arriving at the residence, Shan-
holtz observed the offi cers and attempted 
to fl ee due to having several outstanding 
state felony warrants.

After conducting a search of the area 
where he attempted to fl ee, Shanholtz was 
located. Also found was a bag containing 
15 Oxycodone pills and methamphet-
amine. 

Man’s attempt 
to fl ee ends in 
his arrest

Five face drug 
distribution
charges in 
federal court

Drivers place in top 
spot at WV Bus Rodeo

Three Grant County bus 
drivers, Logan Willis, Ran-
dall Riggleman and Roger 
McAvoy represented Grant 
County at the annual West 
Virginia State Bus Rodeo. 
The event was held in Ran-
son and was the fi rst time 
Grant County drivers com-
peted in the event.

The competition en-
compasses many aspects of 
student transportation, such 
as bus safety, including ev-
erything from picking up 
and dropping off students to 
preparing buses for trips, as 
well as driving skills, such 
as parking and backing up. 

The Grant County team 
fi nished in the top three of 

more than 60 competitors 
from all over the state.

“They did really well 
for us,” said Mike VanMe-
ter, the county’s director of 
transportation. “They repre-
sented us really well and we 
are proud of them.”

VanMeter said the com-
petition allows the county 
to focus on important issues, 
such as student safety on the 
bus, and shows the commu-
nity the talent at work in the 
school system

“It is a great thing for 
drivers to test their skills,” 
VanMeter said. “Our num-
ber one concern is our kids. Grant County bus drivers Logan Willis, Randall Riggleman and Roger McAvoy with direc-

tor of transportation Mike VanMeter in front of a Grant County school bus following their 
recent victory at the West Virginia State Bus Rodeo.

See Jury, page 7A

Commission 
talks river 
work and 
wind turbines

After an estimated seven inch-
es of rain, multiple locations in 
Grant County saw fl ooding over 
the weekend. 

One area heavily affected by 
this was Bayard, where some res-

idents were evacuated and water 
rescues were performed. Many Ba-
yard residents were asked to go to 
the Bayard Fire Station during the 
fl ood and the county’s Nixle alert 
system was activated.

“When Nixle activates your 
cell phone or your landline phone, 
listen to the message and acknowl-
edge it,” advised the Grant County 

High water impacts the region, fl ooding 
includes Bayard and Seneca areas

See Water, page 7A

See Bus, page 7A

Road damage at the intersection of Keplinger Road and Klines Gap Road.
               photo courtesy of steven reel of the petersburg fire department via the grant county oem and 911

Tomasenia Ours
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By Camille Howard
Never bake when you’re 

sleepy ... things happen.
I’ve been wanting to try a 

pound cake recipe with pineap-
ple ever since I saw the sugges-
tion on the back of a box of cake 
mix.

The recipe wasn’t printed on 
the box but it directed me to go 
to an online source. Since it was 
a recipe that included crushed 
pineapple, which I didn’t have, I 
put that item on my grocery list.

Several weeks had gone by 
and last Wednesday night I real-
ized I needed to make dessert for 
a Thursday night function.

It’s getting late, but I know 
that I won’t be able to bake 
anything after I get off work on 
Thursday so I wander out to the 
kitchen to see what’s on hand.

When I open the pantry I spy 

the can of crushed pineapple 
along with a box of cake mix for 
pineapple upside-down cake. 
I’m pretty sure I have every-
thing I need so I Google a recipe 
for pineapple pound cake so I 
don’t have to make frosting.

It’s OK with me if cake 
doesn’t have a lot of frosting 
and pound cake also is moist so 
that’s two good reasons to make 
it.

I fi nd a recipe I think sounds 
pretty good and get out all the 
ingredients, mixing bowl, etc.

Using a cookbook is much 
easier than trying to look at 
a cell phone. There’s all the 
scrolling up and down to see the 
recipe and clicking links to get 
the full version. Then navigating 
past the picture of belly fat and a 
warning about carbs (in the mid-
dle of a cake recipe ... really?).

Of course there are always 
comments or questions at the 
bottom of the page, which are 
fairly humorous, by people who 
must have never stepped foot in 
a kitchen before.

So once I get back on task I 
start the recipe. It’s now much 

later and I should have been in 
bed already. The fi rst thing I do 
is open the can of crushed pine-
apple and add the baking soda 
per instructions.

I then put the other ingredi-
ents in the mixing bowl and stir 
that together. I dump the pineap-
ple mix on top and I look down 
at the recipe and realize it says 
to use an 8 ounce can. I pick up 
the empty can off the counter 
and it says 20 ounces.

Rats! So I start scooping out 
pineapple until it looks like I’ve 
left 8 ounces in the bowl. 

Since my reading skills are 
faltering, I check the rest of the 
recipe and sure enough I don’t 
have a big enough box of instant 
vanilla pudding.

Rats! I dig in the cupboard 
and come up with a box of cook-
and-serve vanilla pudding and 
dump half of that in the bowl.

The clock is ticking and I’m 
too far into the project to quit 
now. I decide to go ahead and 
bake it and if it’s a fl op, buy a 
pie at Shop ‘n Save.

Pound cake takes approxi-

mately an hour to bake so by the 
time I get that thing out of the 
oven it’s approaching midnight. 
Then I have to wait another 15 
minutes before I can get it out of 
the pan.

It looks a little fl at but nice-
ly browned and inverts onto a 
plate with no trouble. I cover it 
up with a tea towel to cool and 
go to bed.

The next morning it still 
looks good so I decide to cut 
into it to make sure I don’t serve  
half baked cake to people.

Low and behold it tastes 
wonderful! This kind of thing 
doesn’t usually happen to me 
so I take it with me that evening 
and it’s a big hit. What a relief.

Now I’m wondering if the 
original recipe tastes as good as 
my mistake. I hope so because 
I’m going to try to make it again.

If you’d like to try the “real” 
recipe, here it is. If you’re in the 
mood for something tropical, 
I’ve also included a recipe for 
Pineapple Orange Trifl e. 

Good luck!

PINEAPPLE-SOUR 
CREAM PUDDING CAKE

1 8 ounce can crushed pine-
apple in juice

1⁄2  teaspoon baking soda
1 18 ounce package pineap-

ple or yellow cake mix
2 3.4 ounce packages vanil-

la fl avor instant pudding 
and pie fi lling mix

4 eggs
1 cup sour cream
1⁄4  cup oil

In a small bowl,combine 
pineapple with the juice and 
the baking soda; mix well.

In a large mixing bowl, 

combine remaining ingredi-
ents; stir in pineapple.

Blend, then beat at medi-
um speed of an electric mixer 
for 2 minutes.

Pour into a greased and 
fl oured 10-inch Bundt or 
tube pan.

Bake at 350°F for 50-55 
minutes or until cake springs 
back when lightly touched.

Cool in pan about 15 min-
utes.

Remove from pan and fi n-
ish cooling on wire rack.

Dust with powdered sug-
ar.

Three fun-fi lled days of en-
tertainment at the Seneca Rocks 
Discovery Center and Sites 
Homestead this holiday week.

Thursday, July 4 - 
Broom-maker Gary Robinson 
will demonstrate his crafting 
process at the Sites Homestead.  
His products will be available 
for purchase.

Thursday, July 4, 11 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. - Student Conserva-
tion Association member Gray-
don Monroe will be giving an 
interpretive program on poison 
ivy, poison oak, poison sumac 
and stinging nettle around the 
SRDC grounds.

Friday, July 5 and Satur-
day, July 6, 11 a.m. - Ameri-
Corps member Elizabeth Me-
konnen will be giving a KIDS 
program on Smokey Bear at the 
Seneca Rocks Discovery Center 
Theatre.

Friday, July 5 and Saturday, 
July 6, 3-4 p.m. - AmeriCorps 
member Elizabeth Mekonnen 
presents invasive species and 
their impact at the Seneca Rocks 

Discovery Center Theatre. 
Saturday, July 6, 1-4 p.m. - 

Jay McClung, from Belington, 
will perform live music in front 
of the Discovery Center fi re-
place.

Saturday, July 6 and Sun-
day, July 7 - Potter, Lori Halder-
man from Davis, will be at the 
Discovery Center demonstrating 
her talent.  Her pottery will be 
available for purchase.

Saturday, July 6, 1-4 p.m. - 
The Sites Homestead will host 
pioneer games.  Colonial and pi-
oneer children had fun whenever 
they got the chance.  Come play 
some pioneer games.

Saturday, July 6, 3-4 Sun-
day, July 7, 1-4 p.m. - Musi-
cians Carrie and Michael Kline 
will be performing in the SRDC 
Exhibit Hall, a mixture of tradi-
tional music refl ecting rural and 
small town America, as well as 
Appalachian ballads.

The SRDC open seven days 
a week from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
For more information, call 304-
567-2827.

Events this week at the Seneca Rocks 
Discovery Center, Sites Homestead

PINEAPPLE ORANGE 
TRIFLE 

1 14 ounce can pineapple 
tidbits

2 cups cold 2% milk
2 3.4 ounce packages in-

stant vanilla pudding mix
1 cup sour cream
1 11 ounce can mandarin 

oranges, drained
1 prepared angel food cake 

(8 to 10 ounces), cut into 
1-inch cubes

1 8 ounce carton frozen 
whipped topping, thawed

1/2 teaspoon orange extract
1/3 cup sweetened shredded 

coconut, toasted

Drain pineapple, reserv-
ing 2/3 cup juice; set pine-
apple aside. In a large bowl, 
whisk the milk, pineapple 
juice and pudding mixes 
for 2 minutes. Let stand for 
2 minutes or until soft-set. 
Whisk in sour cream; fold in 
oranges and pineapple.

Place a third of the cake 
cubes in a 3-qt. trifl e bowl; 
top with a third of the pud-
ding mixture. Repeat layers 
twice. Cover and refriger-
ate for 3 hours. Combine 
whipped topping and ex-
tract; spread over the top. 
Sprinkle with coconut.

Summer noise exposure can lead to hearing loss

Local Flavor

Ball State University audiol-
ogist Lynn Bielski urges people 
to protect their hearing from 
noise sources such as concerts, 
lawn mowers, road construction 
and fi reworks.

Summer is a good time to 
think about year-round noise ex-
posure, she said.

 “We live in a noisy world,” 
says Bielski, an assistant pro-
fessor of audiology. “Our hear-
ing is one of our senses that we, 
as humans, oftentimes take for 
granted. Excessively loud noise, 
music, or other sound exposure 
will damage our hearing, and we 
need to take responsibility and 
protect it.

“Sounds louder than 80 deci-
bels have the potential to cause 
permanent damage. Noise cre-
ated by fi reworks, traffi c, con-
certs, and landscaping equip-
ment ranges between 90 and 140 
decibels.”

While protecting your hear-
ing from hazardous sounds is 
important in all seasons, warmer 
weather make people more vul-
nerable to noise sources that can 
lead to permanent hearing loss.  

“Similar to wearing a helmet 
when riding a bike, or a seat 
belt in a vehicle, hearing protec-
tion is critical safety equipment 

when going to a concert, a fi re-
works display, or an auto race,” 
Bielski says” “Children are also 
at risk for hearing damage from 
noise exposure.”

Recent studies have shown 
about 12.5 percent or 5.2 mil-
lion children have hearing loss 
caused by noise exposure. Par-
ents and caregivers can help 
children insert foam or rubber 
earplugs, or use earmuffs to pre-
vent exposure to dangerous lev-
els of noise. Signs of exposure 
to hazardous noise include:

You can’t understand some-
one talking two feet away.

Speech around you sounds 
muffl ed.

You have a pain or ringing in 
the ears immediately following 
the exposure.

Others must raise their voices 
to be understood.

After exposure to loud 
sounds, people may notice 
things sound muffl ed or per-

ceive ringing in their ears. This 
typically goes away after a few 
hours. However, new research 
has revealed that irreversible 
damage has already been done 
to the auditory system, says 
Bielski.

This type of damage may not 
result in immediately noticeable 
hearing diffi culty to the individ-
ual, so it has been called “hidden 
hearing loss.” 

Hearing loss due to noise ex-
posure is preventable. Strategies 
for reducing hearing damage 
due to noise include reducing 
the loudness of the noise, get-
ting farther away from the noise, 
and wearing hearing protection.

Ball State University is lo-
cated in Muncie, Ind. and offers 
a Doctor of Audiology degree 
through its graduate school.

Marshall University has an-
nounced their dean’s list for the 
spring semester.

To make the dean’s list, stu-
dents must have a 3.3 or above 
grade point average for a mini-
mum of 12 hours. 

Grant County students named 
are Allison N. Harman and Lau-
ren J. Harman, both of Lahmans-
ville.

They are the daughters of 
Brent and Becky Harman.

Local students on 
Marshall University 
dean’s list

Grant Memorial HomeCare earns patient satisfaction award
Grant Memorial HomeCare 

has been recognized by Strate-
gic Healthcare Programs (SHP) 
as a “Premier Performer” for 
achieving an overall patient sat-
isfaction score that ranked in the 
top 5 percent of all eligible SHP 
clients for the 2018 calendar 
year.

Grant Memorial HomeCare 
is a home health partner of Grant 
Memorial Hospital and part of a 
joint venture partnership with 
LHC Group, a national provider 
of in-home healthcare services 
with 32,000 employees operat-
ing locations in 35 states and the 
District of Columbia.

The annual SHPBest™ 

award program was created 
to acknowledge home health 
agencies that consistently pro-
vide high quality service to their 
patients. The 2018 award recip-
ients were determined by re-
viewing and ranking the overall 
satisfaction score for more than 
2,500 home health providers. 

With the largest HHCAHPS 
benchmark in the nation, SHP is 
in a unique position to identify 
and recognize organizations that 
have made patient satisfaction a 
priority and have been rewarded 
for their efforts with high marks 
on the HHCAHPS survey.

“SHP is proud to present the 
SHPBest awards to our top-per-

forming customers. We com-
mend these organizations for 
their continuous focus on de-
livering the highest quality of 
care to their patients,” said Rob 
Paulsson, president of SHP.

The professional clinicians 
and support staff at Grant Me-
morial HomeCare serve the 
residents of Petersburg and the 
surrounding region with quality 
healthcare at their place of res-
idence. 

Home healthcare is an ef-
fective and affordable solution 
for many patients’ post-acute 
care needs and situations. Home 
health professionals treat a wide 
range of medical conditions, 

allowing patients to rest and re-
cover in the comfort of home.

“We’re truly proud of our 
team members at Grant Memo-
rial HomeCare for achieving 
this widely respected recogni-
tion of dedication to providing 
high-quality service,” said Keith 
Myers, LHC Group chairman 
and CEO. 

“Their commitment to the 
patients and families we serve 
– and this recognition of that 
commitment – is evidence of a 
unique company culture of ser-
vice that infl uences individuals 
and teams at locations across 
our organization.”
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The West Virginia Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Resources (DHHR), Division 
of Family Assistance is now ac-
cepting school clothing allow-
ance applications for eligible 
children enrolled in West Vir-
ginia schools. 

“Starting a new school year 
is stressful enough as it is for 
our children and their parents, 
the last thing that they should 
be worried about is whether or 
not they’ll have a new outfi t to 
wear,” Gov. Jim Justice said. 
“Our school clothing allowance 
program is so very important be-
cause it allows many of our stu-
dents to get new clothes that fi t 
so they can be comfortable and 
can focus on excelling in the 
classroom.”

Families with school-aged 
children enrolled in the WV 
WORKS program will automat-
ically receive school clothing 
allowance vouchers for each 

school-age child in the home 
by mid-July.  Children receiv-
ing foster care will be issued a 
check.

Families who received 
school clothing allowance 
vouchers in 2018 and currently 
receive Medicaid or Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefi ts from 
DHHR should have received 
an application by mail in June.  
Mailing address updates can be 
made online at wvinroads.org 
or by calling DHHR’s Customer 
Services Center at 1-877-716-
1212 to ensure prompt delivery 
of vouchers.

Others may be eligible for 
school clothing allowance 
vouchers, but the monthly in-
come for a family of four may 
not exceed $2,146. 

Each eligible child will re-
ceive a $200 voucher that may 
be used toward the purchase of 
appropriate school clothing or 

piece goods for families who 
sew clothing for their children. 
Vouchers must be used by Oct. 
31.

“In 2018, more than 98,000 
West Virginia children were 
assisted by the school cloth-
ing allowance program,” said 
Linda Watts, Commissioner of 
DHHR’s Bureau for Children 
and Families. “This program 
fi lls an important need for chil-
dren and families in back to 

school preparations.”
To learn more about eligibili-

ty guidelines or to apply, contact 
your local DHHR offi ce, apply 
online at wvinroads.org or call 
1-877-716-1212.  

Verifi cation of income for the 
month of July must be submitted 
with the application.

Applications must be re-
ceived in the local DHHR offi ce 
by July 31.

School clothing allowance applications accepted 
through July 21 at DHHR

2, 9, 16, 23 & 30   Immunization Clinic: 1:00-3:30 p.m. every 
Tuesday – Walk-ins for shots, blood pressure 
screenings, family planning supplies and fl u 
vaccines:  New patients please bring your immuni-
zation records.  All patients need to bring ALL in-
surance card information with you on every visit.  
Free or minimal charge for vaccines and family 
planning supplies. STATE LAW: Eleven-year- olds 
are required by state law to receive Tdap booster and 
Meningococcal-Meningitis/MCV4.  A second meningi-
tis (booster) is recommended for 16-18-year-olds if only 
one dose of  Meningitis was given between the ages of 
11-15. We encourage all 11-year-olds to get Gardasil/
HPV/Human Papillomavirus Vaccine, Varicella/chick-
enpox booster and Meningococcal-Meningitis Vaccine/
MenB (new vaccine) for 16-year-olds through age 23. 
*PCV13/Prevnar, Shingles/Shingrix can be given if 
your insurance does not cover it to eligible adults. 

12 & 19  Women’s Health Clinics: (Family Planning 
Program and BCCSP/Breast and Cervical 
Cancer Screening Program) – Free or reduced 
rates on pap smears, and breast exams with Alicia 
VanMeter, FNP-BC by appointment only. 

11, 17, 23 & 25 Food School Class - $10 fee or take the class on-
line at www.statefoodsafety.com $17 fee or our 
website at www.grantcountyhealthdepartment.
com.  Evening classes offered. Call direct at 304-
257-9768.

4 Holiday: Independence Day (closed)
By Appt. Confi dential testing and treatment for HIV and 

sexually transmitted diseases or any Tuesday af-
ternoon 1– 3:30 p.m.

Lab Testing Future testing can be done at Grant Memorial 
Hospital on the fi rst Saturday of each month, from 
7-9 a.m. For information, call Julie Kesner at 304-
257-5806.

Patients are asked to bring in their 
insurance card(s) information for all visits.

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. but closed 12 - 12:30 p.m.
View the website www.grantcountyhealthdepartment.com for 

clean air regulations, food inspection reports and clinic schedule.
•••••••••••••••••••••••••

Grant County Food Service Workers’ Training
Classes July 2019

Location  Date Times
Grant County Health Dept. Thurs., July 11 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Grant County Health Dept. Wed., July 17 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Grant County Health Dept.  Thurs., July 25 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Mt. Top Community Center Tues., July 23 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Mt. Top Community Center Tues., July 23 6-8 p.m.

All individuals must contact the Health Department at 304-257-
9768 and register for a class unless otherwise noted. Please show at 
least 15 minutes early for registration process to be completed. For 
classes held at the Health Department, maximum class number is 30 
due to limited classroom space. Late arrivals will not be allowed in 
and must make another appointment. 

Grant County food service workers permit is $10 for 1 year card; 
$20 for 2 year card; and $30 for 3 year card. 

Statewide food service workers permit is $20 for 1 year card; $30 
for 2 year card; and $40 for 3 year card. 

No charge for a Grant County volunteer food service workers 
permit and will be good for 1 year. 

Only online food handlers course accepted is available at www.
grantcountyhealthdepartment.com or www.statefoodsafety.com 
Cost is $17 for Grant County card; and $27 for statewide card. 

All classes are subject to change.

Health department and 
food school schedules

West Virginia University an-
nounces the students who have 
been named to the dean’s and 
president’s lists at WVU for the 
spring 2019 semster. To see oth-
er students who earned honors 
you can visit http://lists.wvu.
edu/.

Dean’s List
Raven Allen of Cabins ma-

joring in Biology, Samantha 
Berrett of Petersburg majoring 
in Communication Studies, Brit-
tany Cullers of Petersburg ma-
joring in Exercise Physiology, 
Megan Dayton of Lahmansville 
majoring in Human Nutrition & 
Foods, Zachary Halterman of 
New Creek majoring in Aero-
space Engineering, Evan Har-
man of Lahmansville majoring 
in Agribusiness Management, 
Nicholas Lomasney of Peters-
burg majoring in Social Studies/
Secondary Education, Shannon 
McGuinness of New Creek ma-
joring in Nursing, Ashleigh Sim-
mons of Petersburg majoring in 

Management, Lucas Smith of 
Petersburg majoring in Wood 
Science and Technology, Halie 
Swick of Petersburg majoring 
in Nursing - RN, Zane Thomp-
son of Petersburg majoring in 
Pre-Education, and Catherine 
VanMeter of Cabins majoring in 
Biomedical Engineering.

President’s List
Kylie Coblentz of Mays-

ville majoring in Design Stud-
ies, April Kessel of Petersburg 
majoring in Medical Labora-
tory Science, Skylar Martin of 
Maysville majoring in Envi-
ronmental & Energy Resources 
Management, Traci Nelson of 
Petersburg majoring in Speech 
Pathology and Audiology, Han-
nah Nesselrodt of Petersburg 
majoring in Biology, Bret Reel 
of Petersburg  majoring in Fi-
nance, Abby Sindledecker of 
Scherr majoring in Pre-Speech 
Pathology & Audiology, and 
Kelson Thorne of Petersburg 
majoring in Painting.

WVU announces spring dean’s 
and president’s lists

Landowners asked to sign up 
for 2020 gypsy moth program

The West Virginia Depart-
ment of Agriculture (WVDA) 
is urging landowners to sign up 
for the Cooperative State-Coun-
ty-Landowner (CSCL) Gypsy 
Moth Suppression Program. The 
goal of the program is to help 
slow the spread of the invasive 
gypsy moth. The sign-up period 
runs from July 1 until Aug. 31.

“Every year our state deals 
with more and more invasive 
pests who bring potential dev-
astation to our forests and farm 
lands. The arrival of these pests 
is almost inevitable, but pro-
grams like gypsy moth suppres-
sion limits the impact these pests 
have on some of West Virginia’s 
most valuable resources,” said 
Commissioner of Agriculture 
Kent Leonhardt. “We hope peo-
ple will take advantage of this 
program.”

Once applications and depos-
its are received, a forest health 
protection specialist will vis-
it the landowner’s property to 
determine if the level of gypsy 
moth infestation meets program 
guidelines. A fi nal decision to 
participate in the program must 
be confi rmed by signing a con-
tract with the WVDA by early 
December. The minimum acre-
age required to participate in 
the program is 50 contiguous 
acres of wooded land. Adjoining 
landowners may combine their 
properties to meet the acreage 

requirement.
“The gypsy moth is a non-na-

tive, invasive insect that feeds on 
hundreds of species of trees and 
shrubs, including West Virginia 
hardwoods. Defoliation by gyp-
sy moth caterpillars can weaken 
trees, making them more suscep-
t≠≠ible to other pests and diseas-
es,” said WVDA Plant Industries 
Director Tim Brown. “We have 
seen some great success in slow-
ing the spread of gypsy moth 
here in West Virginia.”

The CSCL Gypsy Moth Pro-
gram will accept gypsy moth 
egg mass survey applications 
from landowners within the pro-
gram area starting July 1. Appli-
cation forms and brochures are 
available online.

 For more information, con-
tact WVDA Assistant Director 
Quentin “Butch” Sayers at qsay-
ers@wvda.us or WVDA Gypsy 
Moth Program Coordinator G. 
Scott Hoffman at ghoffman@
wvda.us 304-788-1066.



Page 4A
July 2, 2019

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
“This isn’t the end of our hard work in improving 

education in our state. There’s more to do. But it’s the 
end of the era of burying our heads in the sand and 

pretending nothing needs to change.”
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

W.Va. shared editorial

The Charleston Gazette-Mail
On a proposed Chinese investment in West Virginia

Two years ago, then-West Virginia Commerce secretary 
Woody Thrasher made a trip to China with offi cials from the 
Trump administration, including the president himself.

Out of that came the announcement that a Chinese energy 
company would be making an $84 billion investment in West Vir-
ginia. A memorandum of understanding had been signed. Some 
state offi cials promoted the deal as the salvation of the Mountain 
State’s economy. A new investment in projects over a period of 
20 years would bring tens, if not hundreds of thousands of jobs.

The Gazette-Mail and other news organizations had some 
questions, though. The main one being, what was in the mem-
orandum? Obviously, a memorandum of understanding isn’t a 
contract, but any details would have been nice.

Two years later, the picture isn’t any clearer. The public hasn’t 
seen the memorandum. Thrasher and Gov. Jim Justice said the 
state would see projects underway within a year. That hasn’t hap-
pened. Thrasher is no longer commerce secretary, resigning from 
that post after a scandal over fl ood recovery efforts. He’s now 
trying to beat Justice in the Republican primary for governor in 
2020.

CNBC released a news report Friday on the state of the sup-
posed deal between China and West Virginia. Thrasher told 
CNBC reporters that the $83.7 billion fi gure that was released to 
the public was the work of hasty math on “the back of a napkin.’’

“The temptation was too great not to sort of announce that 
deal,’’ Thrasher said.

Indeed, when has reality ever stood in the way of scoring po-
litical points with an almost unbelievable promise of unheard-of 
economic prosperity on the horizon?

So what happened? West Virginians might not know for a 
while. The presidential administration engaging in a trade war 
with the country that was on the other side of the table is proba-
bly a factor, and the deal was probably never as big or as certain 
as promised. There’s also likely some warranted concern over a 
country like China having intimate knowledge of energy infra-
structure operations in the United States.

Justice’s current commerce secretary, Ed Gaunch, recently 
told West Virginia MetroNews that there are seven projects in 
the works with China, and that one of those is close to becoming 
a reality. As CNBC noted, Gaunch didn’t provide any specifi cs.

Gov. Justice’s administration should have been more forthright 
and cautious from the outset. Most West Virginians are tired of 
promises of prosperity just around the corner that are announced 
with a bang but never materialize. It’s unfair to West Virginians 
to get their hopes up in such a manner. They’ve all been burned 
too many times, and no one at this stage could blame them for 
viewing this entire project with a healthy dose of skepticism. It’s 
nearly the only thing they have left.

Burned too many times

West Virginia Senate passes GOP charter school bill
By Anthony Izaguirre

Associated Press
The West Virginia Senate passed a sweep-

ing GOP education bill (last) Monday that 
would allow the state’s fi rst charter schools, 
a move that has drawn heavy protests from 
teachers.

Lawmakers in the Republican-controlled 
chamber approved the bill 18-16. It moved 
to the offi ce of Gov. Jim Justice, who signed 
it on Friday.

The wide-ranging proposal would allow 
for a staggered implementation of charter 
schools, limiting the state to three charters 
until 2023 then letting three more go up ev-
ery three years after that. It also contains a 
pay raise for teachers.

Debate over the creation of charters has 
consumed the legislature since a similar bill 
launched a two-day teacher strike in Febru-
ary, paralyzing the school system.

Democrats and union leaders have op-
posed efforts to install charters as a move 
driven by outside interests that will steer 
money away from public schools. It’s been 
called a “Frankenstein bill’’ during hours-
long legislative slogs. Scores of educators 
have returned to the Capitol for the special 
legislative session, fi lling the halls with 
booming chants and songs.

On Monday, debate was short but came 
with the threat of a lawsuit.

“I believe that the majority party is un-
der a misapprehension that when this bill 
is challenged in court that the newly elect-
ed and appointed members of the Supreme 
Court will see favorably the constitutional 
fragrance of this bill,’’ said Democratic Sen. 
Michael Woelfel, who said “the bill contem-
plates multiple objects, which confl icts with 
the West Virginia Constitution.’’

Republican Senate President Mitch Car-
michael, who has led the push for charters 
in the state, has consistently pointed to poor 
test scores as reason to change the education 
system. He batted down the notion that the 
bill is unconstitutional.

“We do comprehensive bills around here 
all the time, omnibus bills all the time. That’s 
a red herring,’’ he said, adding that such a 
legal challenge “would stand no chance in 
court.’’

Union leaders have said that the summer 
timing of the special session was a move to 
undercut the impact of another strike but 
maintain that they have other plays to make.

“The next option we’re going to go is 
the 2020 elections. We want to make sure 
we elect people who are going to listen to 
West Virginians to the House and Senate, 

not the outside interest groups,’’ said Dale 
Lee, president of the West Virginia Educa-
tion Association.

The House of Delegates passed the bill.
The Republican governor has tweeted 

in support for the bill, calling it a “major 
step toward building new opportunities for 
our children.’’ After the vote (last) Monday, 
Justice tweeted, “I applaud the (at)wvsenate 
for passing the education bill tonight. This is 
the correct resolution that aids our teachers, 
students, and all those in the education com-
munity and I look forward to signing it.’’

He called the special legislative session 
after lawmakers failed to agree on education 
measures following a teacher strike during 
the regular session. That proposal eventually 
died in the House after educators packed the 
state Capitol and argued it was retaliation 
for last year’s nine-day strike over raises 
and health insurance, which helped inspire 
similar movements in multiple states .

Justice had asked lawmakers to go out 
and seek input from the public before return-
ing. Public forums on education were held 
statewide, at the end of which the Depart-
ment of Education released a report saying 
88 percent of people who answered a com-
ment card at the meetings opposed the cre-
ation of charters.

By Mitch Carmichael
W.Va. Senate President

Last week, something hap-
pened in your state Capitol that 
many people predicted never 
would: Our Legislature passed 
a comprehensive education re-
form bill, including measures 
that provide educational choice 
in our state.

Governor Jim Justice signed 
the bill on Friday.

For decades, many have 
proposed and tried to pass leg-
islation enabling public charter 
schools in West Virginia. Thanks 
to the leadership and persever-
ance of our Senate Republican 
caucus, we’ve fi nally joined the 
vast majority of our fellow states 
in reaching that goal.

Those invested in the status 
quo have fi nally been defeated 
by those insisting on progress 
and opportunity for our students.

We heard throughout this de-
bate that West Virginia’s abys-
mal education statistics are the 
fault of things our schools can’t 
control: poverty, opioid abuse, 
families in crisis. 

But the hard truth is that we 
can’t put all the blame on outside 
factors. The liberal Urban Insti-
tute released a report in 2015 
that compared each state’s stu-
dents to similar students across 
state lines, taking into account 
a whole range of demograph-
ic variables including race, in-
come, English profi ciency, and 
family structure. 

[Urban Institute study: 
https://www.urban.org/research/
publication/breaking-curve-
promises-and-pitfalls-using-
naep-data-assess-state-role-
student-achievement/view/
full_report]

The study was designed to 

identify the states that are do-
ing the best job at educating the 
most disadvantaged students. If 
poverty and family breakdown 
were really to blame for our poor 
performance, this report would 
have shown it. But once again, 
West Virginia was at the bottom. 

According to left-leaning 
website Vox, the report repre-
sented “very bad news for West 
Virginia, whose poor scores 
can’t be explained by student 
demographics alone, and which 
aren’t rising.” 

[Vox: https://www.vox.

com/2015/10/26/9617514/test-
scores-naep-2013]

By virtually every measure 
of student success, West Virgin-
ia ranks at or near the bottom. 
Maybe that’s acceptable to the 
people running our education 
bureaucracy. It’s not acceptable 
to me.

Yes, many of our students 
come from diffi cult circum-
stances. And our bill provides 
millions of new dollars for coun-
selors, nurses, and other support 
personnel to help students deal 
with the challenges they face at 
home. We’ve also changed our 
school funding formula to help 
our rural counties that have been 
hard-hit by economic changes 
and population loss.

But our kids are also being 
failed by the system – and it’s 
the system that needs to change.

Thousands of teachers across 
our state pour their time and en-
ergy into their jobs, but they’ve 

been restricted by a bureaucra-
cy that centralizes money and 
decision-making authority in 
Charleston and views innova-
tion as a threat.

Our teachers have been un-
derpaid, and that’s why the core 
of this legislation is a 5 percent 
pay raise for teachers and sup-
port personnel – the second 5 
percent pay raise in two years.

We’ve also given local school 
boards more fl exibility in how 
they hire and compensate staff, 
particularly in hard-to-fi ll posi-
tions like science and math. And 

we’ve updated scholarship and 
loan-repayment programs for 
teachers in high-demand fi elds.

We didn’t stop there. Our bill 
also provides a sales-tax holiday 
to help parents buy school sup-
plies, open enrollment across 
counties, and a $500 bonus for 
teachers who take fewer than 
four days of leave.

It is astonishing to me that 
Democrats would vote against 
all these things simply because 
their union allies feel threatened 
by a tiny number of (potential) 
charter schools.

Throughout this debate I have 
been amazed by the amount of 
hyperbole, obfuscation, and 
outright dishonesty about what 
public charters are and who they 
benefi t. 

Forty-four states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia already have 
charter school legislation. Tens 
of thousands of families across 
the country love their charter 

schools because they’ve seen 
fi rst-hand how innovation and 
new ideas have helped students 
– all kinds of students – fl ourish.

The bill we’ve passed allows 
for three charter schools by 
2023, with up to three additional 
schools per three years after that. 
I hope and believe that a decade 
from now, even the naysayers 
will acknowledge that these new 
options have improved our edu-
cational system.

Today, I could not be proud-
er of the 17 other Republican 
members of the Senate who 
joined me to take this historic 
step for our students, parents, 
and teachers.

I wish the road that led to this 
bill had been smoother and less 
littered with vitriol and ad-ho-
minem attacks. But in the end, 
I’m proud of what our demo-
cratic process produced. I will 
happily weather any amount of 
name-calling from union bosses 
if it means better educational op-
tions for West Virginia kids.

This isn’t the end of our hard 
work in improving education in 
our state. There’s more to do. 
But it’s the end of the era of 
burying our heads in the sand 
and pretending nothing needs to 
change. 

I am fi rmly convinced that 
West Virginia students, teach-
ers, and parents are as gifted 
as any in America. With these 
long-awaited reforms, we’ve put 
power in the hands of our local 
communities, schools, parents, 
and teachers. I’m excited to 
watch what they do with it. 

Senate President Mitch Carmi-
chael, R-Jackson, represents the 
Fourth Senatorial District: Jackson 
and Mason counties, and parts of 
Putnam and Roane counties.

Opinion: A new era for West Virginia education

By Camille Howard
To our neighbors in the Bayard area, as well in other parts 

of Grant County and surrounding counties, we are deeply 
sorry that fl ood waters have invaded your school, homes and 
property and have sympathy for your loss as well as hope for 
your recovery efforts. 

Those words don’t mean too much when facing the task of 
cleanup and funding of these efforts, but recovery is possible 
and probable with hard work and the help of friends. Having 
gone through the same many years ago, we know this to be 
true.

Thank you to all the fi rst responders who showed great 
courage  when faced with the task of water rescues of trapped 
campers, boaters, etc. and evacuation of part of the town of 
Bayard. We are more than blessed to have men and women 
willing to work together in times of peril — many who are 
volunteers.

Most signifi cantly, though, no lives were lost. Natural di-
sasters put things into perspective: life, above all else.

••••••••••••••••••••••
Mentioning the 4th of July festivities here seems in stark 

contrast to the devastating effects of the past weekend’s high 
waters, yet a day set aside in celebration of our great nation 
and the freedom it affords us is always in order.

The Grant County Parks and Recreation Department has 
once again planned a fun-fi ll day of entertainment, food, con-
tests, music and a huge fi reworks show for the whole family. 

You can travel to a bigger town or city to watch their fi re-
works but there’s nothing like sitting on the PHS football fi eld 
with family and friends and having a “front row” view of the 
spectacular explosions. You won’t be disappointed.

Floods and fi reworks
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June 29, 1949
State Road Commission esti-

mated that around 40,000 tour-
ists had traveled the fl ood rav-
ished areas of the South Branch 
Valley to view the damage.

At the peak after the fl ood, 
about 300 people received three 
meals daily at the Red Cross 
kitchen, set up in the grade 
school building.

Lt. Cdr. Roy Kessel received 
his master of arts in education.

Approximately 85,000 trout 
were lost in the muddy waters of 
the Petersburg fl ood area.

July 1, 1959
There were 77 4-Hers from 

13-18 years old enrolled at Old-
er 4-H camp.

Jerry  Cowherd won Spirit 
of Camp award at Younger 4-H 
camp. Other 4-H awards includ-
ed: David Cuppett – Head H; 
William Halterman – Heart H; 
Tom Boor – Hand H and Renee 
Blewitt – Health H.

Grant Memorial Hospital 

births included: Mr. and Mrs. 
Bobby Ours of Rig, a son, June 
23; Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Hart-
man of Keyser, a son, June 23; 
Mr. and Mrs. James Johnson of 
Kline, a son, June 23; Mr. and 
Mrs. Ronald Ours of Petersburg, 
a son, June 26; Mr. and Mrs. 
Clarence Dillon of Moorefi eld, a 
daughter, June 28; Mr. and Mrs. 
David Upstead of Moorefi eld, a 
daughter, June 27; and Mr. and 
Mrs. Whitacre of Martin, a son, 
June 29.

Mrs. Burl Kisamore had an 
eighth birthday party for her 
daughter, Mary Francis, at her 
home, June 23.

Cadet Jack Bowman, a se-
nior at West Virginia University, 
was assigned to the U.S. Army 
ROTC summer camp, for a six 
week fi eld training course. Af-
ter graduating from WVU, he 
was eligible for a commission as 
a second lieutenant in the U.S. 
Army.

July 2, 1969
Sheriff Lowell Alt announced 

the resignation of HB Lynch as 
his deputy, July 1. Replacing 
him was Mrs. Helen Sites.

SP/4 Roger Mongold re-
turned from a 13-month tour in 
Vietnam.

Births at Grant Memorial 
Hospital included: Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph Baker of Moorefi eld, 
a son, June 23; Mr. and Mrs. 
Calvin Raines of Moorefi eld, a 
daughter, June 23; Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Southerly of Moorefi eld, 
a son, June 26; Mr. and Mrs. 
Curtis Vance of Mouth of Sene-
ca, a son, June 26; Mr. and Mrs. 
William Boyers of Old Fields, a 
daughter, June 27; Mr. and Mrs. 
Phares Bennett of Brandywine, 
a son, June 27; and Mr. and Mrs. 
Virgil Moreland of Scherr, a son, 
June 28.

Fort Hill Drive-In movies in-
cluded: July 6-8 – Walt Disney’s 
“Swiss Family Robinson” and 
July 9-10 – The Beatles “Yellow 

Submarine.”
Ebert’s 5 & 10 July Top Val-

ues included: permanent press 
pant dress (size 4-6x)  - $1.97; 
pin-up lamp - $2.66; cotton crew 
socks (three pairs) - $1; and 100 
paper plates – 77 cents.

July 3, 1979
Marion Johnson opened up 

The Little Place, Petersburg’s 
fi rst day care and learning cen-
ter. It was located at the corner 
of Pierpont Street and Central 
Avenue.

Skip Thompson was named 
Rotary Student of the Year from 
Petersburg High School.

The Potomac Highlands 
Mental Health Guild, under the 
direction of Dr. George Lilly, 
took over responsibility for pro-
viding mental health services to 
residents of Grant, Pendleton, 
Hardy, Mineral and Hampshire 
counties.

Construction of Petersburg 
High School’s new gymnasium 
was to start in September.

Want to give your opinion? 
Answer this week’s Poll Question on our page.

GRANT COUNTY PRESS

July 4th and the American Spirit
By 

Glenn Mollette
The Fourth of July 

is here and all Amer-
icans hopefully will 
embrace the day with-
out fear, total libera-
tion and the American 

spirit.  
Nik and Lijana Wallenda on Sunday 

night, June 23 in crazy, outlandish, courage, 
extreme athleticism and faith loudly pro-
claimed the American spirit - pursuing life 
and overcoming fear. Of course it is some-
times easier said than done. Walking a high 
wire 25 stories above Times Square, New 
York and for 1,300 feet they talked, sang, 
praised Jesus and made the palms sweat of 
millions of Americans who were frozen to 
their televisions. They did what I would nev-
er even consider.

 My initial reaction to their wire walking 
was “these people are crazy.” However, the 
Wallendas are super talented, phenomenal 
athletes who looked like Marvel comic su-
per humans as they wire walked with mega 
million dollar billboards lit up behind them. 
I can’t imagine the strength, rehearsal and 
nerve it took for such an accomplishment. I 
understand walking across an active volca-
no is their next goal. Again, it sounds crazy 
to me but hey, go for it and I’m sure I’ll be 
watching with sweaty palms.

 The Wallendas message to the world is 

overcoming fear. Lijana suffered from mul-
tiple injuries from another high wire act 
where her family fell, that has been replayed 
on television numerous times. Her brother 
Nik worried if she would ever be able to try 
another high wire effort again. Before the 
world she overcame her fear, proclaimed her 
faith in God and did what most no one else 
could ever imagine even trying. 

 Most of us cannot imagine what was go-
ing through the minds of 56 men on July 4, 
1776, when they met in Philadelphia to pass 
a resolution declaring their independence 
from England. There was fear of what lay 
ahead and what they did that day would cost 
them greatly in the years to come. Howev-
er, they overcame their fear, moved forward 
and their new way of thinking about gov-
ernment would change the course of human 
history. 

 Visit almost any cemetery in America 
and you’ll fi nd grave markers of American 
soldiers who faced cruel enemies on battle-
fi elds around the world. Heroically they em-
braced and put aside their fear to fi ght and 
die for you and me. They are the true Amer-
ican heroes who made the ultimate sacrifi ce 
for our country and embodied the American 
Spirit. 

 This July 4th let’s be encouraged by the 
Wallendas. We live in a free country where 
we have the freedom to try and even do the 
impossible. If fear is holding you back it’s 
part of the normal process of living and try-

ing. Our forefathers paved the way, and mil-
lions of brave Americans have maintained 
the real spirit of America. 

Glenn Mollette is a syndicated columnist 
and author and is read in all 50 states.

Petersburg, July 4, 1912 looking east on Virginia Avenue

W.Va.’s new public education effort 
addresses foreign interference 
in American elections via social media

The West Virginia Secretary of State’s offi ce is releasing a new 
video, as well as audience-specifi c PowerPoint presentations, to ed-
ucate citizens on foreign interference in U.S. elections. 

 The public education video produced by the W.Va. Secretary 
of State’s offi ce focuses on election cybersecurity — specifi cally 
foreign and Russian interference in the 2016 and 2018 American 
elections.  The two-minute version of the video can be found on 
YouTube at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DvfSJ5Xcb3U.  

 “Educating our citizens on how to recognize disinformation and 
misinformation is a top priority,” Secretary Mac Warner said. “For-
eign entities know the best way to break down trust between citizens 
and citizens and their government is through division. We can’t al-
low that to happen.”

 Because of West Virginia’s leading efforts in the election cy-
bersecurity arena, the National Association of Secretaries of State 
(NASS) has invited Warner to showcase the video and slide presen-
tation at the NASS 2019 Summer Conference this weekend in Santa 
Fe, NM.  Warner will present to state and local elections offi cials 
from all over the United States.

 “We have entered a new age – the age of Big Data – and our 
culture is being driven by algorithms, artifi cial intelligence, bots, 
blockchain, machine learning, micro-targeting and social media,” 
Warner said. “Unfortunately, Russia and other bad actors have wea-
ponized these tools, and like judo experts, are using these against us.  
They know elections are the heart of democracy, so elections are the 
center of gravity for their disinformation operations.”

 Warner encourages social, civic and military organizations to 
show a six-minute version of the video as a program for their mem-
berships.  The video highlights the effort made by foreign entities 
to circulate misinformation via social media.  The full-length vid-
eo can be found at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ryMIF-
C4oTQ&t=8s. 

 In addition to the video, Warner and his Elections Division team 
have developed PowerPoint presentations that are audience and age 
specifi c.  Working with WV Superintendent of Schools Dr. Steven 
Paine, Warner developed one presentation for high school civics, 
government and history teachers.  Teachers may use the video and 
PowerPoint combination to educate students on the impact social 
media has on elections.  

West Virginia has become a leader in election cybersecurity due 
to foreign threats in the 2016 election. West Virginia was the fi rst 
state in the nation to hire a National Guard asset to monitor election 
security.  The Mountain State was also the fi rst to offer a mobile 
voting option for military and overseas voters.  West Virginia also 
conducted the fi rst statewide county clerk training conference us-
ing Harvard’s Belfer Center Election Security Playbook, and used 
Congress-approved HAVA funds to upgrade election equipment and 
security.

 Such efforts brought West Virginia to the attention of the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS). Collaborating with DHS, 
West Virginia has assembled this new video and accompanying slide 
presentation to educate U.S. citizens on foreign interference, mainly 
using social media as the vector of attack.

 A reservoir of additional slides are available for a more in-depth 
PowerPoint presentation, and can be tailored to the audience.  Local 
election offi cials, legislators and political party leaders are encour-
aged to build their own slide presentation to educate the general 
public on attempts to infl uence American elections through social 
media.  The extended version presentation can be found on the WV 
Secretary of State’s website at: https://sos.wv.gov/elections/Docu-
ments/ForeignInfl uenceUSElections.pdf.

 Through both the video and PowerPoint, Secretary Warner em-
phasized that not one vote was changed in the 2016 and 2018 elec-
tions. The ultimate goal of foreign election meddling was to create 
distrust and division among the American people by encouraging 
unsuspecting citizens to share disinformation on social media.

 Secretary Warner will be attending the NASS national confer-
ence starting on June 30. Fireworks prohibited 

on Mon Nat’l Forest
The Fourth of July holiday is a wonder-

ful time to get outdoors and have fun with 
friends and family on Monongahela Nation-
al Forest. Remember to bring your camera, 
but please leave fi reworks at home. Possess-
ing, igniting, discharging or using any kind 
of fi reworks is prohibited on National Forest 
System lands.

“Setting off fi reworks in the forest is not 
only illegal, it is also a hazardous activity 
that can lead to injury and wildfi res,” said 
Forest Supervisor Shawn Cochran. “We en-
courage forest visitors to enjoy public fi re-
works displays in one of the many commu-
nities in and around Monongahela National 
Forest.”

Law enforcement personnel will be 
watchful again this year. The use or posses-
sion of fi reworks on public lands is subject 
to confi scation and fi nes of up to $5,000 for 
an individual, $10,000 for an organization 
and/or up to six months in jail. In addition, 
anyone found responsible for starting a wild-
fi re can be held civilly and criminally liable.
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Local and area obituaries
JACK CARROLL STURGILL

Jack Carroll Sturgill, 86, of 
Petersburg, W.Va., passed away 
Thursday, June 27, 2019, at 
WVU Ruby Memorial Hospital, 
Morgantown, W.Va. 

Born Nov. 3, 1932, in Nor-
ton, Va., he was the son of the 
late Oscar and Sybil (Cole) Stur-
gill.  In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by one 
sister, Faye Huff; and one broth-
er, Bob Sturgill. 

Mr. Sturgill served in the 
U.S. Navy aboard the USS 
Remey during the Korean War 
and was honorably discharged 
in 1955.  He graduated from 
North Carolina State Universi-
ty with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in forestry. He retired 
from Westvaco Corporation as 
a forester for the Luke Mill. He 
owned and operated Sturgill and 
Sons Christmas Tree Farm for 
50 years in Pocahontas County, 
W.Va. He was inducted into the 
West Virginia Agriculture and 
Forestry Hall of Fame. He was 
a member of the West Virginia 
Forestry Association and mem-
ber of the Society of American 
Foresters.  He also was a mem-
ber of the Main Street United 
Methodist Church and Peters-
burg Lions Club.

He loved the outdoors and 
enjoyed gardening, fl y fi shing, 
hunting and spending time with 
family and friends. He especial-
ly enjoyed spending time at his 
Christmas tree farm where he 
felt close to his Creator.  He was 
a very kind, gentle and compas-
sionate man who always put oth-
ers ahead of himself.

He is survived by his wife of 
61 years, Virginia R. Sturgill; 

four sons, Thomas P. (Jan) Stur-
gill of Pittsburgh, Pa., Daniel 
A. (Linda) Sturgill of Hickory, 
N.C., Mark K. (Janice) Sturgill 
of Petersburg and Benjamin C. 
Sturgill of Brooklyn, N.Y.; four 
grandsons, Joshua C. Sturgill, 
Dalton L. Brennan, Wesley J. 
Sturgill and Brandon Sturgill; 
one granddaughter, Sarah Stur-
gill; one sister, Dixie (Jim) Hill 
of Big Stone Gap, Va.; and foster 
brother, William Butch (Donna) 
Hutchinson of Norton, Va. 

A memorial service will be 
held at a later date. 

 Per Mr. Sturgill’s request, 
his cremated remains will be in-
urned at the Powell Valley Me-
morial Gardens in Wise County, 
Va. 

 In lieu of fl owers, memorial 
contributions may be made to 
Main Street United Methodist 
Church or Gideons Internation-
al. 

Condolences to the family 
may be left at www.schaefferfu 
neralhome.com.             (7-2-19)

E. JUNE WEATHERHOLTZ
Eunice June Weatherholtz, 

69, of Petersburg, W.Va., passed 
away Saturday, June 29, 2019, 
at Western Maryland Medical 
Center, Cumberland, Md.   

Born Feb. 13, 1950, in Pe-
tersburg, she was the daugh-
ter of the late Charles William 
Weatherholtz and Iva Grace 
(Zirk) Weatherholtz. In addition 
to her parents, she was preceded 
in death by one brother, Lester 
“Bud” Weatherholtz;  and one 
sister, Edith Weatherholtz Pruitt.

She is survived by four 
brothers, Chester Weatherholtz 
and Billy “Buck” Weatherholtz 
both of Lahmansville, W.Va., 
John Weatherholtz of Williams-
port, W.Va. and David Weather-
holtz of Petersburg; six sisters, 
Margaret Reed of Moorefi eld, 
W.Va., Barbara Nesselrodt of 
Petersburg, Rose Rexroad of 
Gassaway, W.Va., Rebecca 
Pennington of Lahmansville, 
W.Va., Emily Dean of Romney, 
W.Va. and Betty “Sis” Meek of 
Williamsport;  several nieces 
and nephews including Amy, 
Andrew and Adam whom she 
raised.  June was also a care-
giver for her mother and anyone 

who needed special care. 
Funeral services are today 

(Tuesday), 11 a.m. at the Schaef-
fer Funeral Home chapel, Pe-
tersburg, with the Rev. Charles 
Lomasney offi ciating. Burial 
will be in Weatherholtz Family 
Cemetery, Lahmansville.

In lieu of fl owers, memorials 
may be made to the family, c/o 
Schaeffer Funeral Home. Con-
dolences to the family may be 
left at www.schaefferfuneral-
home.com.           (7-2-19)

MARY W. MARTIN
Mary W. Martin, 89, of Pe-

tersburg, W.Va., passed away 
on Saturday, June 29, 2019, at 
Grant Rehabilitation and Care 
Center, Petersburg, W.Va.

Born Oct. 10, 1929, in Glen-
ville, W.Va., she was the daugh-
ter of the late Jack and Stella 
(Ridgeway) Walters. In addition 
to her parents, she was preced-
ed in death by her husband, Ned 
Martin in 2013; one brother, 
Jack Walters Jr.; one sister, Mar-
garet Walters; one stepbrother, 
George Walters; and one step-
sister, Jenny Brown.

 Mrs. Martin graduated from 
Glenville High School in 1947.  
She received her bachelor’s de-
gree in physical education from 
Glenville State College in 1951.  
She taught school for many 
years in several different school 
districts, fi nally retiring from the 
Grant County public school sys-
tem.  She was a member of Main 
Street United Methodist Church 
in Petersburg.

She is survived by three sons, 
Tom Martin (Debbie) of Capon 
Bridge, W.Va., Ben Martin of 
Petersburg and Bill Martin of 
Ranson, W.Va.; and one grand-
son, Gus (Cora) of Winchester, 
Va.

It was her request to be cre-
mated with ashes interred at 
Stalnaker Cemetery in Glen-
ville.  A memorial service will 

be held Sunday, July 14, at 3 
p.m. at the Main Street United 
Methodist Church, Petersburg, 
with the Rev. Nathan Epling 
offi ciating. Prior to the service, 
family will receive friends from 
1 – 3 p.m.

Memorials may be made 
to the Petersburg High School 
Scholarship Fund, 89 Riverview 
Dr., Petersburg, WV 26847, 
Burlington Children’s Home, 
539 New Creek Hwy., Keyser, 
WV 26726 or a charity of the 
donor’s choice.

Arrangements are under the 
direction of the Schaeffer Fu-
neral Home, Petersburg. Condo-
lences to the family may be left 
at www.schaefferfuneralhome.
com.            (7-2-19)

WILLIAM T. BONO
William Thorn Bono, 88, of 

Petersburg, W.Va., died Sunday, 
June 23, 2019, at Grant Rehabil-
itation and Care Center, Peters-
burg.

Born Feb. 28, 1931, in Wash-
ington, D.C., he was the son of 
the late Evert Lee Bono and Viv-
ian Eulalia (Thorn) Bono.  

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by 
three sisters, Vivian Bono Bry-
an, Anne Bono Rose and Ellen 
Bono McKenzie; and two broth-
ers, Evert Lee Bono Jr. and Hen-
ry Napoleon Bono. Mr. Bono 
was the last surviving member 
of his immediate family.

Bill was a lifelong sports 
fan; he played golf for decades, 
coached and refereed youth 
league basketball, followed 
boxing and tennis, and held sea-
son tickets to the Washington 
Redskins for 40 years. He also 
loved music, from classical and 
opera to the Beatles.

He served in the U.S. Air 
Force from 1953-1955. He 
was employed by the Interstate 
Commerce Commission in 
Washington, D.C. for 36 years. 
He was a member of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Petersburg 
and served on the fi nance com-
mittee. He was also past presi-
dent of the former Petersburg 
Kiwanis Club.

He is survived by his wife of 
63 years, Sharon (Long) Bono 
of Petersburg; three sons, Paul 
Bono of Gaithersburg, Md., 
James (Jane) Bono of Midlo-

thian, Va. and Christopher 
Bono of Rockville, Md.; two 
daughters, Cecilia Bono (Phil-
ip) Beach of Woodbridge, Va. 
and Ursula Bono (Lawrence) 
Yeatman of Prince Frederick, 
Md.; 13 grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchildren.  

Funeral mass was Saturday  
morning at Epiphany Catho-
lic Church, Moorefi eld, W.Va., 
with Father Josh Stevens of-
fi ciating. Burial followed in 
St. Mary’s-Epiphany Catholic 
Cemetery, Kessel, W.Va., with 
military honors by Potomac 
Highlands VFW Post 6454 and 
Andrews Air Force Base Honor 
Guard. 

Arrangements were under the 
direction of the Schaeffer Fu-
neral Home, Petersburg. Condo-
lences to the family may be left 
at www.schaefferfuneralhome.
com.             (7-2-19)

COSETTA WILDA OURS
Cosetta Wilda Ours, 86, of 

Petersburg, W.Va., died Sat-
urday, June 22, 2019, at Grant 
Rehabilitation and Care Center, 
Petersburg.

Born April 14, 1933, in Pe-
tersburg, she was the daughter 
of the late Monna (Moyers) De-
ver. In addition to her mother, 
she was preceded in death by her 
stepfather, Burley P. Dever; one 
daughter, Virginia Ours; and her 
husband, Vexie Smith Ours.

Surviving are one grandson, 
Mark W. Rohrbaugh and wife 
Kate of Paeonian Springs, Va.; 
one great-grandson, Luke Rohr-
baugh; and several cousins.

Funeral services were 
Wednesday morning at the 
Schaeffer Funeral Home chapel 
Petersburg, with the Rev. Cole-
man Clark offi ciating. 

Burial was in South Branch 

Valley Memorial Gardens, Pe-
tersburg.

Condolences to the family 
may be left at www.schaefferfu 
neralhome.com.              (7-2-19)

ANNETTE LOUISE MOORE
Annette Louise Moore, 84 

of Petersburg, W.Va., passed 
away Thursday, June 27, 2019, 
at Grant Rehabilitation and Care 
Center, Petersburg.

Born Oct. 26, 1934, in Ken-
nebunk, Maine, she was the 
daughter of the late Lorimer 
Wendell MacAlister and Louise 
Idella (Chamberlin) MacAlister.

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by 
her husband, Lenua Velaugh 
Moore on March 25, 2012; one 
son, Patrick John Scammon; an 
infant daughter, Leanna Maria  
Moore; two grandsons, Joshua 
Robert Ketterman and Zachery 
Scott Moore; two granddaugh-
ters, Erica Scammon and infant 
Amanda E. Moore; and one sis-
ter, Angela Davis. 

Mrs. Moore was a Certifi ed 
Nursing Assistant at Grant Me-
morial Hospital, Petersburg, for 
several years. 

She is survived by three sons, 
Ronald (Susan) Scammon Jr. of 
Texas, Michael (Carole) Moore 
of Winchester, Va. and Daniel 
(Angie) Moore of Gore, Va.; 
four daughters, Linda Scammon 
of Keyser, W.Va., Laurie Scam-
mon of Romney, W.Va., Theresa 
(Kendall) Burgess of Peters-
burg, W.Va. and Paula (Rodney) 

Rohrbaugh of Maysville, W.Va.; 
three brothers, David MacAlis-
ter and Steven MacAlister, both 
of Florida and Daniel MacAl-
ister of Georgia; and one sister, 
Susan Yohe of Pennsylvania.

Per Mrs. Moore’s wishes, her 
body will be cremated.  A me-
morial service will be held in 
Kennebunk at a later date. 

In lieu of fl owers, memori-
als may be made to the family, 
c/o Schaeffer Funeral Home, 11 
North Main Street, Petersburg, 
WV 26847. Condolences to 
the family may be left at www.
schaefferfuneralhome.com. 

(7-2-19)

ALVIN JACOB JONES
Alvin Jacob “Speck” Jones, 

101, of Elk Garden, W.Va., 
passed away Sunday, June 23, 
2019, at Piney Valley Nursing 
Center, Keyser, W.Va.

Born May 6, 1918, in Mays-
ville, W.Va., he was the son of 
the late Ulysses and Gracie 
(Hawk) Jones. He was also pre-
ceded in death by his wife, Lois 
Ethel (Keplinger) Jones; four 
brothers and four sisters-in-law, 
John Jones and wife Piddle, 
Emmitt Jones and wife Pauline, 
Buck Jones and wife Esther and  
Lester Jones and wife Edna; and 
two sisters and two brothers-in-
law, Alma Weimer and husband 
Paul and Anne Layman and hus-
band Huck.

Alvin was self-employed and 
worked as a farmer. He was a 
timberman his whole life.

He is survived by two sons, 
Ronald Everly Jones and wife  
Susie, Martinsburg, W.Va. and 
Roger Kermit Jones and wife 
Amy, Accident, Md.; and two 
grandchildren, Taylor Jacob 
Jones, Santa Barbara, Calif and 
Kelsey Rose Jones, Accident.

Funeral services will be held 
in the Newman Funeral Homes 
P.A. chapel today (Tuesday), at 
11 a.m. with James Reed offi -
ciating. Interment will be in the 
Maysville Cemetery, Maysville.

Condolences may be sent to 
his family at www.newmanfu-
neralhomes.com.            (7-2-19)

JERLO THOMPSON
Jerlo Thompson, 95, of Sen-

eca Rocks, died Friday, June 28, 
at Grant Rehabilitation and Care 
Center, Petersburg. 

Born April 16, 1924, in One-
go, he was the son of the late 
Amby and Delphia (Payne) 
Thompson. In November 1976, 
he married Helen Ann (Harman) 
Thompson, who preceded him 
in death Feb. 17, 2014. He was 
preceded in death by four broth-
ers, Achie, Trumie, Dewey and 
Hughie; and four sisters, Mary 
Thompson, Ressie Biller, Lillie 
Elza and Peachie Thompson.

Mr. Thompson attended 
Brushy Run one room school-
house. He had worked as a car-
penter and a farmer. He worked 
from 1988-2011 before retiring 
as a night watchman from Al-
legheny Wood Products.

He is survived by two daugh-
ters, Jerrena Auville of Riverton, 
and Jeanie Hawk of Cabins; and 
10 grandchildren. 

Funeral services are today 
(Tuesday), 11 a.m. at the Basag-
ic Funeral Home chapel, Frank-

lin, with the Rev. Earl Bible 
offi ciating. Interment will be in 
North Fork Memorial Cemetery, 
Riverton. 

Memorials may be made to 
Grant Rehabilitation and Care 
Center. Memories and words 
of comfort may be left at www.
basagic.com or on Facebook at 
Basagic Funeral Home.

(7-2-19)
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tems in the country have al-
ready submitted initial reports, 
including Grant County. Of 
those, only 30 percent have re-
ceived recertifi cation.

“Our levee is in excellent 
shape,” Geary said. “It will do 
what it needs to do and could 
pass a 100 year fl ood, I can say 
that with confi dence. Our levee 
works.” 

He went on to say that the 
levee in Petersburg is often 
referenced by the Army Corps 
of Engineers as being a well 
maintained system with dedi-
cated oversight. Geary pointed 
to local levee superintendent, 
John Lewis, for his hard work 
on ensuring the levee remains 
in such good shape. 

Another major topic dis-
cussed in the meeting was 
the signing of the Black Rock 
Wind Farm Decommissioning 
Agreement.

The decommissioning 
agreement is a contract de-
signed to protect landowners 
on whose property wind tur-
bines have been constructed. 
These contracts agree that, if a 

wind company leaves the proj-
ect for any reason, the turbines 
will be removed from their 
property and the land restored 
to its previous state. Reasons 
a company could leave range 
from bankruptcy to simply 
discovering the project is not 
profi table and pulling out of 
the region prior to the end of 
the project’s lifetime.

To ensure the landowners 
are properly satisfi ed, the com-
pany places a specifi ed amount 
of money into an escrow ac-
count which is meant to cover 
these expenses if the project is 
abandoned. 

The company also enters 
into an agreement with the lo-
cal commission stating that the 
county will also be liable if the 
company fails to meet their 
contractual obligations.

However, Grant Coun-
ty prosecuting attorney, John 
Ours expressed concern with 
the actual cost of removing 
the turbines, saying he, nor 
the commission, had no clue 
if the funds in the escrow were 
enough to undertake such a 
effort, leaving the county po-
tentially on the hook for an un-
known amount of money.

“I am confi dent that no one 

in this room has any idea how 
much it would cost to disas-
semble one of those things,” 
Ours said. “What it would cost 
to disassemble those huge con-
crete pads. Not to mention, the 
problems we might have to ac-
cess where they are and who 
has the ability to fi nd someone 
who knows how 
to even do that.”

Ours ex-
plained that 
these agree-
ments were 
standard and the 
Mineral Coun-
ty Commission 
had already en-
tered into the 
agreement with 
Black Rock.

“The Grant 
County Com-
mission is not 
now, nor will it 
ever be, able to 
decommission 
w i n d - f a r m s , ” 
Ours said. “This 
is a gaff in the 
law where in order to do it, they 
are trying to hook responsibili-
ty and liability with a trusted 
agency because nobody knows 
these outfi ts. My personal ad-

vice is that, if there is any way 
the commission could not do 
this, that would be my advice.”

The commissioners agreed 
with Ours’ concern, however, 
saying if they did not sign the 
agreement the county would 
lose the company’s business 
and any potential jobs that 

come with that 
business.

Ours said he 
understood that 
sentiment, say-
ing he did not 
believe the proj-
ect could contin-
ue without the 
agreement being 
signed.

“It’s a rock 
and a hard spot,” 
Swick said. “I 
understand ex-
actly what you 
are saying. I take 
your advice very 
well and I ap-
preciate that. In 
the same thing, 
I don’t want to 

shortchange the county either 
by not letting this company 
move forward.”

Swick also said the county 
had already entered into these 

agreements with other compa-
nies, including the turbines in 
the New Creek area.

After further conversation, 
Commissioner Scotty Miley 
said that while he shared Ours’ 
concerns, he felt the right thing 
to do for the county was to 
move forward with the project.

“I do believe these projects 
provide benefi t to the com-
munity - jobs, tax revenue,” 
Miley said. “And I do make a 
motion we move forward and 
enter into the decommissioning 
agreement with Black Rock.”

The motion was passed 
unanimously and the decom-
missioning agreement was 
signed.

Also during the meeting, the 
commission met with repre-
sentatives of the Grant County 
Development Authority to sign 
paperwork for the grant fund-
ing recently awarded to the 
county to conduct a broadband 
feasibility study. This study 
could open to the door to ex-
panding wireless internet op-
tions around the county.

“I appreciate all the hard 
work you have done on this,” 
commissioner Doug Swick 
said. “I know these grant appli-
cations are not easy. They take 

a lot of work and time. But I 
think this could catapult Grant 
County forward when it comes 
to broadband.”

Tammy Kitzmiller of the 
GCDA agreed, saying it was 
her hope that this study could 
lay the groundwork for future 
funding towards ensuring ev-
ery household in Grant County 
has access to high speed, reli-
able internet.

Following this, the commis-
sion approved the designation 
of depositories for the county. 
This included the deposit of ap-
proximately $7,038,000 into an 
account at Grant County Bank 
and the deposit of $3,045,000 
into an account at Summit 
Community Bank.

Commissioner Scotty Mi-
ley, an employee at Grant 
County Bank, abstained from 
voting on either of these depos-
it approvals.

The fi nal item reviewed by 
the commission was the ap-
proval of Jim Wilson to Depu-
ty Sheriff’s Civil Service Com-
mission.

The next meeting of the 
Grant County Commission on 
July 9 at 9 a.m. at the Grant 
County Courthouse.
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Mark Geary

“Our levee is 
in excellent 
shape. It will do 
what it needs 
to do and could 
pass a 100 year 
fl ood, I can say 
that with con-
fi dence. Our 
levee works.”

Jury
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possess with the intent to dis-
tribute fentanyl, one count of 
aiding and abetting possession 
with intent to distribute fentan-
yl and one count of aiding and 
abetting possession with in-
tent to distribute methamphet-
amine.

Voss is accused of distrib-
uting more than 40 grams of 
fentanyl in April in Jefferson 

County and distributing meth-
amphetamine in May in Berke-
ley County.

Dennis James Miller, 43, 
of Moorefi eld, was indicted 
on one count of conspiracy to 
possess with the intent to dis-
tribute fentanyl, one count of 
distribution of methamphet-
amine, two counts of distribu-
tion of heroin and one count of 
aiding and abetting possession 
with intent to distribute meth-
amphetamine.

Miller is accused of distrib-

uting more than 40 grams of 
fentanyl in April in Jefferson 
County, distributing metham-
phetamine in April and May in 
Grant and Berkeley counties, 
and distributing heroin in April 
and May in Grant County.

Michael Dean Smith, 49, of 
Petersburg, was indicted on one 
count of conspiracy to possess 
with the intent to distribute fen-
tanyl and one count of aiding 
and abetting possession with 
intent to distribute metham-
phetamine. 

Smith is accused of distrib-
uting more than 40 grams of 
fentanyl in April in Jefferson 
County and distributing meth-
amphetamine in May in Berke-
ley County.

Jared Judy, 29, of Peters-
burg, was indicted on one 
count of conspiracy to possess 
with the intent to distribute fen-
tanyl  and one count of aiding 
and abetting possession with 
intent to distribute metham-
phetamine. 

Judy is accused of distrib-

uting more than 40 grams of 
fentanyl in April in Jefferson 
County and distributing meth-
amphetamine in May in Berke-
ley County.

Each defendant faces at least 
fi ve years and up to 40 years in-
carceration and a fi ne of up to 
$5 million for the conspiracy 
count. 

Outen and Voss also face 
at least fi ve years and up to 40 
years incarceration for the aid-
ing and abetting count. Miller, 
Smith, and Judy face up to 20 

years incarceration and a fi ne 
of up to $1 million for each dis-
tribution count. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Timothy D. Helman is prose-
cuting the case on behalf of the 
government. The West Virginia 
State Police and the Charles 
Town Police Department in-
vestigated.

Bus
Continued from front

Our goal is to always make sure 
they get to school and home 
safely. We are grateful to our 
superintendent, Doug Lambert, 

and the board of education for 
letting us compete and we are 
excited to do it again in the fu-
ture.”

Water
Continued from front

Offi ce of Emergency Manage-
ment in a release. “Do not call 
911. If you call the number 
back that you are getting the 
call from you are calling the 
911 center on a business line. 
Do not call that number, they 

are extremely busy. In the fu-
ture, when you receive a call 
like this acknowledge it, do 
what you were instructed to do, 
hang up, and do not call back 
and less you have an emergen-
cy.”

The offi ce also released 
advisements about driving 
through fl ooded roads, stress-
ing the danger that can occur 

when driving over water.
“Do not, I repeat, do not 

go near or try to cross with the 
vehicle any moving water any 
water at all,” wrote a repre-
sentative of the Grant County 
OEM. “Keep in mind that you 
could have fast-moving dead-
ly water in areas that you have 
never seen it before, where 
maybe, there was only a small 

ditch.”
The fl ooding also impacted 

the work being done on the re-
moval of sediment and rock in 
the county.

“This type of work must 
be conducted during lower 
river fl ows,” said Mark Geary 
of Geary Associates. “The un-

expected high water event this 
past weekend will cause a small 
setback of the sediment remov-
al.”

For more information on the 
fl ood levees and their mainte-
nance, see “Commission talks 
river work and wind turbines” 
on the front of this week’s edi-

tion of the Grant County Press. 
The Grant County OEM and 

911 is currently requesting that 
anyone in the county who has 
property that was damaged due 
to the recent fl ooding, contact 
OEM director, Peggy Bobo-Alt 
at 304-257-2140 or by email at 
grantcooes@citlink.net

A deer in the Petersburg City 
limits has tested positive for 
rabies. Just a reminder; do not 
handle wild animals or pets that 
come in contact with wild an-
imals without wearing gloves.   

Rabies is a virus that affects 
any warm-blooded animals i.e., 
wild animals (like raccoons, 
skunks, coyotes, foxes and 
bats), domestic animals (like 
pets and livestock), and hu-
mans.  

It is most commonly trans-
mitted from one animal to an-
other through bites.  The dis-
ease can also be transmitted 
through saliva if it comes in 
contact with open wounds, skin 
breaks and mucous membranes 
(layers of tissue that line the 
eyes, nose, mouth, etc.) or if 
you are scratched by an infect-
ed animal.  Therefore, do not 
handle wild or stray animals.

The virus infects the brain 
and nerves which cause the 
animal to act differently but 
animals in the early stage of 
rabies may not have any signs 
of the disease, but you can still 
be infected if you are bitten or 
scratched.  

Wild animals may move 
slowly or act tame. Other 
warning signs include daytime 
activity in animals normally 
active at night; staggering or 
weakness; inability to eat or 
drink; drooling; frothing at the 
mouth. Pets that are usually 
friendly may snap or bite at you 
or become shy and hide.

When a human is exposed 

or bitten by a suspected rabid 
animal, the hands and the area 
of broken skin should be imme-
diately washed thoroughly with 
soap and water. Seek medical 
attention from a physician if 
skin has been broken to deter-
mine the need for rabies vac-
cine.  

Some of the factors consid-
ered in whether a patient needs 
rabies vaccine [post exposure 
prophylaxis (PEP)] is based 
upon the type of exposure, type 
of animal, as well as laboratory 
and surveillance information of 
the area. 

Rabies can be deadly, and 
any decisions made must be 
made without delay.

To prevent rabies –vaccinate 
your pets. State Code 19-20A-2 
requires that “any person who 
owns, obtains, or possesses a 
dog or cat within the State of 
West Virginia shall have the 
dog or cat properly vaccinated 
against rabies with a vaccine 
capable of producing immuni-
ty for three years, boosters one 
year after initial vaccination 
and every third year thereafter.  
Dogs and cats need not be vac-
cinated before the age of three 
months but must be vaccinated 
by the age of six months, [and] 
dogs and cats over six months 
of age entering the State of 
West Virginia must have been 
vaccinated as set forth above.”  

Keep your records updated. 
20A- 6 “Whoever owns, keeps, 
or harbors a dog or cat and fails 
to have such dog or cat vacci-

nated or revaccinated against 
rabies can be fi ned or sentenced 
to jail.”

If your pet comes in contact 
with a suspected rabid animal–
do not handle the pet with your 
bare hands. Saliva from the 
suspect animal may be on the 
pet’s fur–use rubber gloves for 
contact or examination. Quar-
antine the pet away from con-
tact of other people and pets 
until the status of the suspected 
animal is determined.  

If an animal that you sus-
pect may have rabies has been 
in contact with a human or pet 
has been killed, do not damage 
the head as the brain is neces-
sary for examination. Do not 
handle the animal with your 
bare hands–use rubber gloves. 
Occasionally, rabies can be 
transmitted if the saliva of an 
infected animal gets into a 
fresh scratch, break in the skin, 
or contact with mucous mem-
branes (eyes, mouth, nose).

If the animal cannot be ex-
amined immediately, the ani-
mal must be refrigerated – not 
frozen.  Place the animal in a 
cardboard box or cooler with 
ice. Contact the Grant County 
Health Department immediate-
ly at 304-257-4922 or if after 
hours, call 911 and they will 
contact the health department.  

If a suspected animal is 
killed but has not had contact 
with a human or pet, cover it 
with lime and bury it.

Animal tests positive for rabies 
in Petersburg city limits



 Berg Insurance
 Elizabeth Berg - Agent

 304-257-4244
 413 V IRGINIA  A VENUE

 P ETERSBURG , WV 26847
 GLBERG @ FRONTIERNET . NET

 117 Hospital Drive

 P.O. Box 1019

 Petersburg, WV

 Ph: 304-257-1026

 Fax: 304-257-2537

 TDD: 304-257-4009

 www.grantmemorial.com

 MOUNT STORM

 THAT BIG LITTLE STORE AT THE 
 INTERSECTION OF RT. 42 & RT. 93 •  304-693-7431

 P.O. Box 245 • Route 42 
 Petersburg, WV 26847

 304-257-2489
 glotfeltytire.net

 Glotfelty 
 Tire 

 Center

 Page 8A     GRANT COUNTY PRESS, Petersburg, West Virginia       July 2, 2019   

 304-257-2988             
  Virginia Avenue

 PETERSBURG

 D eli • B akery • G roceries

 GROVE STREET STATION

 Gas • Diesel
 Convenience Store
 Drive-Thru Service

 On the Bypass in Petersburg

 304-257-5222

 304-257-1414 / 1-800-565-7240
 www.potomacvalleytransit.org

 Serving Grant, Hampshire, Hardy, 
 Mineral and Pendleton Counties

 Safe, Convenient and Affordable Public Transportation

 Petersburg, WV

 BUILDERS CENTER
 You make the call ... we make the haul!
 Rt. 42, Petersburg • 304-257-2100 www.wvbuilders.com

 Free Delivery 
 Optional Boom Truck Service

 Hours: 7-6 Mon. - Fri. • 8-3 Sat.  FREE Delivery
 Petersburg 304-257-1313        Moorefield 304-530-5566

 Carpet, Vinyl & Ceramic Wall & Floor Tile       TOOL RENTAL

 CENTRAL TIE &
 LUMBER COMPANY

 Sporting Goods
 Lawn & Garden • Lumber
 Electrical • Housewares

 KIRK M. GEORGE, Agent
 417 Virginia Avenue
 Petersburg, WV
 304.257.4866
 kirk.george.icg6@statefarm.com

 AUTO • HOME
 HEALTH • LIFE

 Like a Good Neighbor, State Farm is There ®

 John   L.   Hahn,   MD
 Obstetrics and Gynecology

 Offices in  
 P etersb u rg , M o o refield ,
 K eyser a n d  R o m n ey

 3 04 -25 7-215 2
 M o n . - F ri., 8 a .m  . to  6  p .m .

 We Take Dents Out of Your Car 
 Without Making a 
 Dent in Your Wallet!

 304-257-4660

 Rt. 42 N, Petersburg
 Insurance Work Welcome

 YOKUM’S PAINT & 
 BODY WORKS,  INC .
 YOKUM’S PAINT &  YOKUM’S PAINT & 
 BODY WORKS,  INC . BODY WORKS,  INC .

 Don’t cuss - 

 call us!

 Y our full-service 
 collision center!

 Tri-County Collision
 Matt & Cary Ours, Owners
 Pick-up and Delivery of your vehicle

 304-257-2580

 Rt. 42, Petersburg, WV
 M-F 8 a.m to 5 p.m.

 17 S. M AIN  S T .
 P ETERSBURG , WV 26847

 304-257-1033

 COMFORTABLE 
 FURNITURE ...

 makes a house 
 a home!

 Appliances & Furniture Inc.
 Home Owned and Operated

 Justin Thorne, Manager

 HOTT INSURANCE & 
 FINANCIAL SERVICES LLC

 John Paul Hott II, Owner

 hottinsurance.com

 Auto  •  Home  •  Business  •  Life Erie
 Insurance ®

 207 N. Main St. 
 Petersburg, WV

 304-257-4494

 444 N. Main St.
 Franklin, WV
 304-358-3777

 568 S. Mineral
 Keyser, WV

 304-788-9333

 ELECTRIC
 South Petersburg

 (across the town bridge 
 beside the tracks)

 304-257-9600     Mon. - Fri. 7 to 5

 Electrical  •  Plumbing  •  Hardware
 Valspar Paint

 Keys Made
 Culverts • Saw Chains



On June 16, Energy Ex-
press, a program that offers 
several weeks of education-
al and social opportunities 
for students, started again in 
Grant County.  

The program is sponsored 
by the West Virginia Univer-
sity Extension Service and 
sees more than 3,000 children 
statewide attend. Grant Coun-
ty has 38 participants this year 
with opportunities to join still 
available.

The all-morning program 
includes two meals a day as 
well as social, educational and 
physical activity. 

“This program really helps 
to benefi t so many people, in 
many different ways,” said 
program director Derek Hin-
kle. “It helps the kids by giv-
ing them a fun environment 
that they can come in and be 
themselves. They can social-
ize and learn, which many 
kids may not get over summer 
break. This environment gives 
them that opportunity as well 
as providing two meals, which 
they may not otherwise get 
without school being in ses-
sion. It helps our volunteers 

by giving them something to 
do and allows them to give 
back in a sincere way. Some of 
our younger volunteers get the 
opportunity to be productive 
during the summer and ensure 
they have a good way to spend 
several weeks of their sum-
mer. It helps the families in 
the community by helping fi ll 
a need that can often be really 
diffi cult for working parents in 
the summer. Sometimes fi nd-
ing a safe place for their kids 
to go and know they will have 
food. That alone can be a big 
economical benefi t for some 
families.”

Hinkle also pointed to the 
role summertime education 
programs can play in pre-
venting the “summer slide” in 
which students fail to retain 
a portion of their previous 
year’s education through the 
summer months.

According to West Vir-
ginia University, the Energy 
Express helps children gain 
or maintain reading levels 
through creative, colorful and 
captivating uses of art, drama 
and vocabulary.

Hinkle said Energy Ex-

press creates an education 
environment that ensures stu-
dents stay mentally active and 
creative, which can make the 
transition back to the school 
year much easier.

One important focus in the 
program is literacy, with am-
ple opportunities for students 
to read and for volunteers to 
read to them.

“I would love to see us have 
more kids participate,” Hinkle 
said. “We have openings still 
available. If a parent would 
contact me now, I would nev-
er turn anyone away. We are 
here for the students and their 
families.”

Currently, there are 10 vol-
unteers helping in the local 
program. 

Beyond the daily work with 
the students, Grant County’s 
Energy Express will be 

holding an open house, in-
cluding a dinner and small 
performances by the students, 
later this month.

The program is also help-
ing to sponsor a blood drive 
on July 5. 

Grant County’s Energy Ex-
press runs until July 26. 

For more information on 
Energy Express or how to 
participate, contact the Grant 
County West Virginia Univer-
sity Extension Service at 304- 
257-4688. 

Community
July 2, 2019

Grant County Energy Express 
offers summer opportunities

2019 Grant County Energy Express volunteers

West Virginia 
University baseball

rankings, 2B
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WVDA warns of boxwood blight
The West Virginia Depart-

ment of Agriculture (WVDA) 
has detected boxwood blight 
at several residential and com-
mercial landscapes throughout 
West Virginia. Boxwood blight, 
caused by the fungal pathogen 
Calonectria pseudonaviculata, 
is the most devastating pest of 
boxwoods. Boxwood blight was 
fi rst diagnosed in West Virginia 
on plants shipped from out of 
state nurseries in July of 2015.

“Gardeners and landscap-
ers need to stay vigilant for the 
presence of this damaging dis-
ease. Enacting best management 
practices is your best option to 
keep your landscape disease 
free,” said Commissioner of 
Agriculture Kent Leonhardt. “If 
you have questions, please reach 
out to the department.”  

Boxwood blight was fi rst 
reported in the United States in 
2011. The exact origin of the 
disease is not known but has 
likely spread to North America 
from Europe where it has been 
widespread since the 1990s.

“As with any plant disease, 
sanitation is a crucial step in 
dealing with boxwood blight. 
Purchase shrubs from reputable 
nurseries that are legally licensed 
and inspected by the WVDA and 
only purchase plants that appear 
healthy. Never work or prune 
your boxwoods when the foliage 
is wet or when the weatherman 
is calling for rain later in the 
day,” said WVDA Plant Indus-
tries Director Tim Brown. 

The WVDA suggests citizens 
sanitize gardening tools like 
pruners between different plant-
ings of boxwoods. Tools can 
be sanitized either with fl ame, 
70 percent alcohol/10 percent 
bleach solution, Lysol or other 
commercially available sanitiz-

ers. Dead boxwood plant mate-
rial should never be composted. 
Once boxwood blight has been 
confi rmed, the infected shrubs 
should be removed. Those 
plants be can destroyed by burn-
ing or by double bagging to be 
sent to a landfi ll. 

“The fi rst symptom of box-
wood blight is dark brown to 
black lesions on otherwise green 
leaves. The dark lesions will 
coalesce, turning entire leaves 
brown to straw colored and de-

foliating rapidly. Black, angular 
to elliptical shaped cankers form 
on the twigs and branches,” 
Brown said. “Symptoms com-
monly begin low on shrubs and 
spread upwards.”

Potentially infected box-
woods can be confi rmed by 
sending a sample to the WVDA 
Pest Identifi cation Lab. Pictures 
of symptomatic plants can also 
be emailed to bugbusters@
wvda.us.

West Virginia resort’s ski 
operations up for sale

Court fi lings show a West 
Virginia resort’s owners plan to 
sell its ski operations.

The Charleston Ga-
zette-Mail reports a petition 
fi led in federal bankruptcy 
court shows Timberline Four 
Seasons Resort Management 
Co. Inc. is seeking approval to 
sell snow-making towers and 
other equipment it owns back 

to its manufacturer.
Timberline bankruptcy at-

torney David Siedman says in 
the fi ling the equipment isn’t 
needed because the ski resort 
operations are up for sale. Sied-
man says the owners believe 
“a new buyer will install new 
equipment.’’

The state Public Service 
Commission placed the resort’s 

water and sewer system in re-
ceivership in March. The Ca-
naan Valley Public Service Dis-
trict now operates the system.

Timberline fi led for Chap-
ter 11 bankruptcy protection 
in April, listing assets of $1.19 
million and more than $2.8 mil-
lion in debt to nearly 50 cred-
itors.

By: Charlie Healy
West Virginia University

 For the fi rst time since 1982, 
the West Virginia University 
baseball team is ranked in the 
fi nal top-25, as WVU appears 
in each major national poll re-
leased on Thursday. 

The Mountaineers fi nish the 
season as high as No. 19 in the 
National Collegiate Baseball 
Writers Association (NCBWA) 
poll. WVU is No. 20 in the 
Baseball America top-25, No. 
21 in the fi nal D1Baseball rank-
ings, No. 25 by Perfect Game 
and No. 27 in the Collegiate 
Baseball poll.

The fi nal rankings mark the 
eighth consecutive week WVU 
has appeared in the national 
polls, a program record. West 
Virginia has been ranked in 
at least one top-25 poll every 
week since April 15, and came 
in as high as No. 13 in the fi nal 
regular-season rankings. 

West Virginia’s No. 13 rank-
ing was its highest since at least 
1982, when the Mountaineers 
fi nished the season No. 16 in the 
Collegiate Baseball Newspaper 
poll. The 1982 season also was 
the last time WVU appeared in 
the fi nal season rankings.

WVU was ranked for more 
than two weeks in a season for 
the fi rst time in seventh-year 
coach Randy Mazey’s tenure.

The Mountaineers’ appear-
ance in this week’s polls is 
the 11th time they have been 
ranked since 1982, with all 11 

appearances, eight times in 
2019, twice in 2017 and once in 
2018, coming under Mazey.

WVU is one of four Big 12 
Conference teams ranked in at 
least one fi nal national poll.

In the fi nal national statisti-
cal rankings, the Mountaineer 
pitching staff ranked among the 
best in the country. WVU was 
No. 4 in the NCAA in hits al-
lowed per nine innings (7.19), 
No. 8 in strikeouts per nine in-
nings (10.1), No. 11 in shutouts 
(6), No. 18 in WHIP (1.27) and 
No. 24 in ERA (3.70), while 
West Virginia was second in the 
Big 12 in strikeout-to-walk ratio 
(2.40). Offensively, the Moun-
taineers were No. 25 nationally 
in stolen bases (98) and No. 27 
in doubles (119) and third in the 
Big 12 in sacrifi ce fl ies (30).

Individually, junior right-
hander Alek Manoah’s 144 
strikeouts, a school record, 
ranked No. 6 in the country. 
He was No. 12 in WHIP (0.90), 
No. 22 in hits allowed per nine 
innings (5.90), No. 27 in starts 
(16), No. 28 in ERA (2.08), No. 
29 in strikeouts per nine innings 
(11.96), No. 33 in wins (9), No. 
34 in strikeout-to-walk ratio 
(5.33) and No. 37 in complete 
games (2).

Junior left-hander Nick Sny-
der was No. 6 in the NCAA 
in strikeouts per nine innings 
(13.63), No. 12 in hits allowed 
per nine innings (5.56) and 
No. 33 in wins (9), while he 
was third in the Big 12 in ERA 
(2.65).

Senior right fi elder Darius 
Hill ranked No. 4 in the coun-
try with 25 doubles, and soph-
omore second baseman Tyler 
Doanes was No. 31 with 21. 
Junior center fi elder Brandon 
White fi nished No. 37 national-
ly in stolen bases (26) and third 
in the conference in sacrifi ce 
bunts per game (0.16). Doanes 
also fi nished third in the Big 12 
in stolen bases (20) and sacri-
fi ce fl ies (6), while junior righty 
Sam Kessler was No. 3 in saves 
(8).

The Mountaineers went 38-
22 in 2019 and made the NCAA 
Championship for the 13th 
time in program history and the 
second time in three seasons. 
WVU hosted an NCAA region-
al for the second time in team 
history and fi rst since 1955.

West Virginia’s 38 wins were 
its second-most in program his-
tory and two shy of the record, 
while its 60 games played are 
third-most. The Mountaineer 
pitching staff broke the school 
record for saves (15) and strike-
outs (595) and was second in 
innings pitched (528.1) and 
fourth in strikeouts per nine 
innings (10.10). Offensively, 
WVU tied the program record 
for walks (257) and was third 
in stolen bases (98) and sacri-
fi ce fl ies (30). The defense had 
1,585 putouts, second-most all-
time.

Individually, Manoah broke 
the single-season record for 
strikeouts, with 144, tied the re-
cord for starts (16), was No. 3 

in innings pitched (108.1) and 
strikeout-to-walk ratio (5.33), 
No. 6 in shutouts (2) and wins 
(9) and No. 9 in strikeouts per 
nine innings (11.96). Snyder 
was No. 5 in strikeouts per nine 
innings (13.63), No. 6 in wins 
(9), No. 7 in winning percent-
age (.900) and No. 10 in strike-
outs (103). Kessler was tied for 
No. 2 in saves (8) and tied for 
No. 6 in both appearances and 
relief appearances (24).

Offensively, Hill fi nished 
tied for No. 4 in doubles (25) 
and was No. 8 in extra-base hits 
(34) and at-bats (238). Doanes 
tied for No. 4 in sacrifi ce fl ies 
(6), freshman shortstop Tevin 
Tucker was No. 5 in walks (39) 
and White was No. 6 in stolen 
bases (26). Additionally, Hill, 
Tucker and senior catcher Ivan 
Gonzalez tied for No. 6 in both 
games played and starts, with 
60, while Doanes was No. 9 
in starts and No. 10 in games 
played, with 59.

Hill’s 1.000 fi elding per-
centage tied a program record, 
and Gonzalez broke the school 
record for chances (566) and 
putouts (511) in a season.

West Virginia University sports: 
Mountaineers ranked in fi nal top-25 polls



PSE Stiletto compound bow, 
comes w/ soft case, sights, 
silencer, etc. Red/black. Ask-
ing $400. Call 304-257-8166.
5/21tfnf _______________
Band saw mill w/18 HP Hon-
da engine, 10 sharp bands. 
$2,500 OBO 12436 Knobley 
Rd., New Creek, 26743, 304-
749-7594, ask for Edwin Jr.
6/25-7/2f _____________

Teddy Bear Daycare, Pe- 
tersburg, has openings for 
children age 6 wks - 12 yrs 
of age. 304-257-5575.
11/18tfn ______________

2 br. trailer, $375 month. Call 
Randy 304-257-4114.
5/29tfn _______________
Mobile home lots for rent at 
Cedar Manor Trailer Court 
in Petersburg, WV. Inquiries 
call 304-668-0730.
5/25tfn _______________
Conveniently located offi ce 
space, like nail or beauty 
salon, photography, tax 
business, etc. $400/mo. 
includes water and trash. 
Call 304-257-2431 or 301-
268-9342.
2/5tfn ________________
2 br. townhouse in Peters-
burg. Great for 1 or 2 peo-
ple. $550/mo. plus security 
deposit. Call after 5 p.m. 
304-530-2337.
5/25-7/16p ____________

DRIVER needed to drive 
U-Haul moving van, mid-
week, 2-day trip, all expens-
es paid. Pays $100 per day. 
Call 304-567-2334 or text 
571-239-4440.
6/25-7/2p _____________

Foster Care Home Finder: 
The Potomac Center, Inc. 
has an immediate opening 
in the foster care offi ce at 
Moorefi eld, West Virginia, 
to fulfi ll a unique role as a 
Home Finder.   This posi-
tion will require an applicant 
who possesses a bachelor’s 
degree and holds a current 
social work license or be 
eligible for licensure.  The 
candidate must be creative 
and focused on developing 
a pool of foster parents will-
ing to foster children need-
ing placement in the eastern 
panhandle of West Virginia.   
In addition to recruitment 
requirements, this person 
must train and support the 
foster family.  A competitive 
salary plus benefi t package 
of medical, life, dental, and 
vision insurance; pension 
plan, and a vehicle provided 
for work-related travel is of-
fered.  Please send résumé, 
cover letter, and salary re-
quirements  to:  Potomac 
Center, Inc. Attn:  Karen 
Fisher, Human Resources 
Offi cer, One Blue Street, 
Romney, WV  26757;  (304) 
822-3861 ext. 129, kfi sher@
potomaccenter.com or com-
plete an application on line 
at www.potomaccenter.com   
E.O.E.
6/25-7/2 ______________

Sugar Grove Farm original 
farmhouse, 17.4 acres. 3 
bedroom, 1 bath, porch 
room, guest room, barn, out-
buildings, spring fed pond, 
creek. Hardwood fl oors 
throughout, tin roof, sits on 
hand carved stone founda-
tion. Many new windows. 
House has been vacant for 
approx. 8 years. Needs up-
dating, lots of TLC. Sold as 
is! 301-956-6951 paulatha-
lis@gmail.com.
7/2 __________________
2 bedroom, 1 bath cabin, big 
stone fi replace, screened-in 
porch area. Mt. Storm, near 
power plant. Very close to 
lake w/privileges. Mature 
trees. Large lot. Wood and 
propane heat. Call 304-668-
1731 if interested.
9/26tfn _______________

SHOP LOCAL LY !

House for sale: 3 bedroom, 
2 bath, valued at $199,000, 
selling at $162,000. 2,200 
sq. ft. on 2 acres of land. 
Also 5 acres of land - 
$25,000. Call 304-749-8411. 
4/2tfn ________________
4 bedroom, 1-1/2 bath 
house in Monarch Heights, 
living room, kitchen, dining 
room, screened-in-porch, 
family room, fi nished base-
ment, garage, brick drive-
way, nice yard. Call Angie 
304-668-5005. 
6/25-7/2f _____________

Painting: Houses, roofs, 
barns and roofs, poultry 
house roofs, outbuildings, 
churches, fences, business-
es, stain log homes, pres-
sure washing, interiors, 29 
years experience. 304-358-
7208, Ronnie Kimble, WV 
licensed and insured.
3/19-10/15p ___________
Seamless gutter installa-
tion. Call Vernon Harman 
Construction 304-257-2509. 
Accepting credit cards.
2/23tfn _______________
Flooring: C&P Carpet Plus. 
108 South Fork Rd., Moore-
fi eld. 304-538-6462. All of 
your fl ooring needs and in-
stock items.
3/1tfn ________________
Cook Family Construction 
LLC, 494 Ridge Rd., Upper 
Tract, WV, 304-358-2072, 
304-668-3830 or 304-668-
1257 Larry Cook & Randy 
Cook, WV052323. Special-
ized in metal buildings, new 
construction, remodeling, 
roofs, decks, siding, drywall 
and concrete. 
9/25-9/17p ____________

3-family, Saturday, July 6, 
8 a.m - ? VFW shelter. Re-
cords, jewelry, tattoo kit, two 
apple lamps, lots of misc.
7/2f__________________
3-family, Saturday, July 6, 8 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Parking 
lot below Central Tie, Pe-
tersburg.
7/2f__________________

Huge 4-family garage sale 
Friday, July 5 - Saturday, 
July 6, 8 a.m. - ? at 1214 
Knobley Road, Rocky and 
Sandy Riggleman’s. Wom-
en’s name brand clothing, 
purses, shoes, etc. Little 
girl’s clothing, primitive 
home decor, lots of misc. 
items. King size mattress 
and box springs. Something 
for everyone. 
7/2p _________________
Multi-family, Friday, July 5 
and Saturday, July 6, 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. 151 Green Acres 
Lane off of Vandevander 
Drive. Heavener residence. 
Variety of things.
7/2f__________________

The annual George W. and 
Virginia Belle Ketterman re-
union will be Sunday, July 
7, Brighton Park, shelter #4 
at 1 p.m. All relatives and 
friends are welcome.
7/2f__________________
Whetzel reunion, Sunday, 
July 14, at North Fork Ruri-
tan building. Lunch at 12:30. 
Bring a covered dish and 
enjoy the day. Everyone 
welcome.
7/2-7/9f ______________

Save on your next prescrip-
tion. World Health Link. 
Price match. Prescriptions 
required. CIPA certifi ed. 
Over 1,500 medications 
available. Call today for a 
free price quote. 1-866-701-
7921. Call now!
7/2p _________________
Medical - grade hearing aids 
for less than $200! FDA- 
Registered. Crisp clear 
sound, state of the art fea-
tures & no audiologist need-
ed. Try it Risk Free for 45 
days! Call 1-888-701-4595.
7/2p _________________

Viagra and Cialis users. Cut 
your drug costs. Save $$. 50 
pills for $99. Free shipping. 
100% guaranteed and dis-
creet. Call 1-844-295-2904.
7/2p _________________
Earthlink High Speed Inter- 
net. As low as $14.95 per 
mo. (for the fi rst 3 mo.). Re-
liable high speed fi ber optic 
technology. Stream videos, 
music and more! Call Earth- 
link today  1-866-305-7264. 
7/2p _________________
Unable to work due to injury 
or illness? Call Bill Gordon 
& Associates, Social Secu-
rity Disability Attorney! Free 
evaluation. Local attorneys 
Nationwide 800-912-3915. 
7/2p _________________
Hands on the River Mas-
sage, Geraldine Gardner, 
LMT, 3422 Pennsylvania 
Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
304-541-9139 for appoint-
ment.
7/2p _________________

ADVERTISEMENT
Notice is hereby given that Wolf Run Mining, 100 Tygart Dr., Grafton, WV 26354, has submitted an application to the De-

partment of Environmental Protection, 47 School Street, Suite 301, Philippi, WV 26416-1600 for a Phase 2 release on Permit 
Number U200107 issued for 32 acres.

The permit is located in Union District of Grant County, 1.5 miles southwest of Mount Storm on an unnamed tributary of 
Stony River of Stony River of N. Potomac River.

Wolf Run Mining LLC completed revegetation on 6/30/2017 and is requesting release of 25 percent of the reclamation 
performance bond currently in the amount of $34,304.00.

Written comments will be received at the DEP address above until August 22, 2019 or thirty (30) days from date of fi nal 
publication.

7/2-7/23 ____________________________________________________________________________________________

ADVERTISEMENT
Notice is hereby given that Vindex Energy LLC, 100 Tygart Dr., Grafton, WV 26354, has submitted an application to the 

Department of Environmental Protection, 47 School Street, Suite 301, Philippi, WV 26416-1600 for a Phase 2 release on Permit 
Number 1063800 issued for 29.2 acres.

The permit is located in Union District of Grant County, 3.3 miles southeast of Mount Storm on Abram Creek of the North 
Branch of N. Potomac River.

Vindex Energy LLC completed revegetation on 12/30/2014 and is requesting release of 25 percent of the reclamation 
performance bond currently in the amount of $25,200.00.

Written comments will be received at the DEP address above until August 22, 2019 or thirty (30) days from date of fi nal 
publication.

7/2-7/23 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO CHANGE RATES
MOUNTAIN TOP PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT

CASE NO. 19-0331-PSD-19A
On March 7, 2019, Mountain Top Public Service District, a public utility, fi led an application 

with the Public Service Commission of West Virginia, requesting increased rates and charges 
for furnishing sewer service to approximately 300 customers residing in Grant and Mineral 
counties, West Virginia.  

The Staff of the Public Service Commission reviewed the application and recommends Step 
1 and Step 2 increased sewer rates and charges. The Staff-recommended Step 1 rates will gen-
erate $8,832.00, annually, in additional revenue, an increase of 6.22% over present rates and 
charges. The Staff-recommended Step 2 rates will generate a decrease of $1,408.00, annually, 
or a decrease of 0.99% under the existing rates. The present and the Staff-recommended 
sewer rates are as follows:   

 Present Step 1/Step 2 Rates
  Staff Recommended

Customers w/metered sewer supply $11.10 $11.79 / $10.99
     (per 1,000 gallons per month)
Minimum Charge per month
     No bill will be rendered for less than the following $33.30 $35.37 / $32.97
Flat Rate Charge 
     (customers with non-metered water supply $45.51 $48.34 / $45.06
     (equivalent to 4,100 gallons usage)
Leak adjustment (per 1,000 gallons) $2.69 $2.56 / $2.56 
   

The Mountain Top Public Service District has no resale customers.
Anyone desiring to protest the changed rates and charges must do so, in writing, with-

in ten days of the date of publication of this notice. All protests should be addressed to the 
Executive Secretary, Public Service Commission of West Virginia, P.O. Box 812, Charleston, 
West Virginia 25323. To help the Commission determine the justifi cation for additional review 
and investigation, protests must be specifi c as to reasons that the changed rates and charges 
should be modifi ed. In addition, anyone desiring a hearing in this matter must request a hearing 
in the letter of protest. Hearing will be held, if the Commission receives substantial protest, but 
is not automatically held.

If no hearing is requested or if there is no substantial protest, the Commission may affi rm 
the Staff-recommended rates without a hearing.

MOUNTAIN TOP PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT
7/2-7/9______________________________________________________________________

Interest for Forest Hay 
Cultivation on USDA 
Forest Service Land 

(Pendleton County, WV)
The Cheat-Potomac 

Ranger District of the 
Monongahela National For-
est is seeking interest in one 
hay cultivation fi eld in the 
Reeds Creek area of Pend-
leton County. 

Cultivation activities al-
low for mechanical hay culti-

vation. Tilling, pesticide use, 
and application of chicken 
litter will not be authorized. 
Access is from public roads. 
The fi eld size and location 
is: 7.38 acres near Reeds 
Creek of Franklin, WV.

Minimum annual fee is 
$25.33 per acre for up to a 
fi ve year term. 

For details of location 
and requirements, and to 
voice interest, please con-

tact Special Use Manager 
Todd Hess at (304) 635-
4453, email todd.hess@
usda.gov, or visit the Na-
tional Forest Service at 200 
Sycamore Street, Elkins, 
WV 26241 during regular 
business hours. 

Interest collection will 
end 30 days after publication 
date in Grant County Press.
7/2____________________

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
AND BENEFICIARIES

TO THE CREDITORS AND 
BENEFICIARIES OF 

THE ESTATE OF 
ARTHUR E. SITES, 

DECEASED 
All persons having 

claims against the Estate of 
the said ARTHUR E. SITES, 
deceased, whether due or 
not, are notifi ed to exhibit 
same, with the vouchers 
thereof, legally verifi ed, to 
the undersigned, at his offi ce 
at 104 North Main Street, 
Petersburg, West Virginia, 
on or before the 31st day 
of August, 2019; otherwise 
they may by law be exclud-
ed from all benefi t of said 
Estate.

All benefi ciaries of said 
Estate may appear on or 
before said day to examine 
said claims and otherwise 
protect their interests.

Given under my hand 
this the 24th day of June, 
2019.

JAMES PAUL GEARY
FIDUCIARY 

COMMISSIONER
GRANT COUNTY, 
WEST VIRGINIA  

7/2-7/9_________________
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NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION / 
TO CREDITORS AND BENEFICIARIES

Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have 
been opened for probate in the Grant County Clerk’s Offi ce at 
5 Highland Avenue, Petersburg, WV  26847. Any person seek-
ing to impeach or establish a will must make a complaint in 
accordance with the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-5-11 
through 13. Any interested person objecting to the qualifi ca-
tions of the personal representative or the venue or jurisdiction 
of the court, shall fi le notice of an objection with the County 
Commission within 60 days after the date of the fi rst publica-
tion or within 30 days of the service of the notice, whichever is 
later. If an objection is not fi led timely, the objection is forever 
barred. Any person interested in fi ling claims against an estate 
must fi le them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 
and 44-3.

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named dece-
dent(s) will proceed without reference to a fi duciary commis-
sioner unless within 60 days from the fi rst publication of this 
notice a reference is requested by a party of interest or an 
unpaid creditor fi les a claim and good cause is shown to sup-
port reference to a fi duciary commissioner.
      Publication Date: July 2, 2019
      Claim Deadline Date: August 31, 2019

ESTATE NUMBER:    6384
ESTATE NAME: Lawrence Alt 
ADMINISTRATOR: Kevin J. Alt
 933 Hoffman Home Road
 Gettysburg, PA 17325
ATTORNEY: James Paul Geary II
 P.O. Box 218
 Petersburg, WV 26847

ESTATE NUMBER:    6378
ESTATE NAME: Camella A. Bennett 
ADMINISTRATOR: Gerry R. Bennett
 1671 Schell Road
 Elk Garden, WV 26717

ESTATE NUMBER:    6383
ESTATE NAME: Dwight G. Cook 
ADMINISTRATRIX: Dorothy M. Cook
 P.O. Box 328
 Maysville, WV 26833

ESTATE NUMBER:    6369
ESTATE NAME: Raymond Elwood Delawder 
ADMINISTRATRIX: Kathryn L. Delawder
 P.O. Box 321
 Petersburg, WV 26847
ATTORNEY:  William H. Judy III
 P.O. Box 636
 Moorefi eld, WV 26836

Subscribed and sworn to before me on the
 28th day of June, 2019

Seymour V. Fisher, 
Clerk of the Grant County Commission

7/2-7/9 __________________________________________

Dental Insurance from Phy-
sicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Not just a dis-
count plan, real coverage 
for (350) procedures. Call 
1-855-405-3412 for details. 
www.denta l50plus.com/
press 6118-0219
7/2p _________________
Inventors - Free information 
package. Have your product 
idea developed affordably by 
the research and develop-
ment pros and presented to 
manufacturers. Call 1-877-
689-0664 for a free idea 
starter guide. Submit your 
idea for a free consultation.
7/2p _________________
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 C OUNTRY  C ARS  & T RUCKS

 FAMILY  VALUES FAMILY  VALUES FAMILY  VALUES We have a great selection of performance  tested, pre-owned vehicles in stock.  Stop in and let us run the numbers for you. 

 �Country People 
 Taking Care of 
 Country People� 

 STOP IN OR CALL 304-257-4114 ON THE HILL IN PETERSBURG
 For a complete listing please visit our website countrycarsandtrucks.com

   After hours call Jim Crites at 304-257-8540

 ALL TYPES OF LATE MODEL, LOW MILEAGE, PREOWNED VEHICLES

 We will also service your vehicle:
 Brakes • Rotors • Oil Changes • Tune-ups  

 Engine Repair • Transmission • Heating &  A/C Repair  
 State Inspections and More

 BUY • SELL • RENT BUY • SELL • RENT BUY • SELL • RENT

 “The Place to Live”
 QUANTICO   Subdivision

 S U M M ER  
 P RICE  

 R  ED U CTION  !

 Contact Mark Geary at 304-668-3025
 Open & Wooded Lots 5 to 20 acres

 BUY
 NOW!

The Petersburg High School 
eighth grade team traveled to 
Morgantown where they partic-
ipated and placed seventh in the 
state at the 91st annual West Vir-
ginia FFA Career Development 
Event June 2-4 at WVU. 

Team members were (front) 
Leah Carr, Kylie Lahman and 
Olivia Bible and (back) Cody 
Mitchell and Bryce Berg.

Mitchell was a fi rst-place 
agriscience winner in plant sci-
ence. 

Career development events 
are designed to develop student’s 
abilities to think critically, com-
municate clearly and perform 
effectively in today’s agriculture 
job market.

PHS team attends FFA career development event
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